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Interview with Phifer Baxter Bos#io,.
Maskogee, Oklahoma,

MUSKOGER'S FIRST FIRE ALARM

Back in the early days of Muskogee the only way of
giving & fire alerm was for everyone who had a pistol or
gun to bogin'ﬁring at the slightest indication that there
‘was 8 fire, ¥hen such an alarm was started {¢ was taken np
s8ll over town land laated as long aa the ammunition did,
This was very dang;r.roul, which was realiged after a number
of mrrow escapes of people deing shot, |

Being on the oity ococuneil and .chairmn of the fire
c_qmittao it fell on my ahong.doro, at the direction of the
goundl, to work out soms safe and sane nm;‘ of fire alarm,
although the city had no money for that purpose,

- Sem Smally, & fire chief that we had brougﬁt to Muskoges
from Dellas, Texas, said that he oould duy a "wild cat® fire
alarm whistle for $75,00, dbut we didn't have the sva.oo;
and 1 we had the whistle we ¢1dn'S have any stesa %0 blow
it, btut artc much negotiltlo?‘tho Muskogee s!loctric Oom-
pany, at that time located at 'oimmu and BAth Cherckee
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streets, agreed that if the rbistlé? was purchased they would

aonnect {¢t to the boilers {n thei{r plant and blow {¢t when
notified,

N
- ut

‘The Muskogee Telephone Gompany of thaf time agreed
thas {f anyone phoned in a fire alarm they would connect
them with the Klectric Company phone at the plant, then
the alarm cguld dbe eonndad:

The next thing was to get the $75,00, s0 in order %o
get the monsy to bny the new fire nlu'n 'h&ﬁgﬁ.e without -
begzing, a b'uob&ll game was arranged between the ol:y
gouncil memders, of 'hich[:.:::. eight and a mayor, other
office help in the olty hall'and the fire department, of
vhich, as I Mn, thers were four paid members and
about sixteen volunteera who received 41,00 for each fire
they went to. -‘ | ) .

Well, the big ball game was arraiged and 'advartued
%0 be played at the o0ld Benson Park, the ball park at the
scuth end of Twenty-third Street and the advance sale of
$icketa 'ns lgttin@n? t‘ purchase the whistle and mmro
a big ocromd, Ths game was played before a 1;1:30 orowd ﬂJth-v

ou$ any sericus mighap, but ul th much hilarity, I will no%
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attexpt t0 Qeseribe tho gang, I a» leaving that to your
mcinauon und tha worse you imgihn. the botter pioturo
you w1l have or the game, '
_ The !hi,ltle wag purchased and installed es per ar-
rangements and when {t vfaa_scuncieq for the first time it
- ROTe thanﬂmt "oxpccsationa. rtsounded like a vild cat in
a mad tantrum and could be heard rrom Viagoner to Chegotah,
Then it dlew tha ﬁut tme, thera wes & ntartled populace
nnd mst of the negro popnlation thought that Oabrtol'a
Proniae ho.d caught them ¥1zh$ here in MasXoges,

This whistle was uud and savo good servigce -for about
five years, unt{l the modern alerm system was {nstalled

about 1011, - ‘ : -



