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Interview with Walter V. Jones,
Antlers, Oklahoma

1 Bora October 12, 1879.

T wes barn October 18, 1879, in Missouri and came

to Puroell when I was a boy about six years old, I think

i t was about in 1836. My father wanted to take a look

at a new comtry so we moved from our,.pld home tp^urce l l .

I eame with my father and mother in a covered wagon drawn

by a te^n of horses and i t took us several dsys to get

over to this country. When we arrived in Puroell we rented

a fern from a man of the name of Dave Murray and lived

there fSt about two years. Shea we came to the Indian

Territory we had no furniture except what we had in our

wagon, just a camping cutf i t . Jhm we rented this farm, wa

Iivo3 in a box house that was on the fara when we rented

i t , a pretty good box hou«e. e bought a l i t t l e furniture

widen we put in the house, ffe did no* buy much for we did

not know whether we would live there long or not. 5?e rtia~

ed corn end cotton, not much cotton but lots of corn; we

f«d the cora to oar hogs th«t we bought and fattened for

our meet for winter use. We did not raise any cattle

and not many hogs, Juat enough for our maat.
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Wo left this farm and want to Joplia, Missouri^ where we

llTid for about a year, then acred from there to Grove, In*

H a n Territory > and lived there for about, two years, and while

we iiore living at Grove my father went to Old Oklahoma to make

the sun for land* This run was made at noon and when the

signal was fired they all made the run; there were all kinds

of vehicles uaed in this run which was made by men and woman*

My father made his run with a two-uorse wagon and staked hie

claim about six miles northeast of Outhriej he filed on it

then came hose and we moved on this claim* We built a small

house and cleared up seme land and lived on this clai..i for

about a year, then sold out ̂ on account of so many shyster

lawyers who would bring lawsuits against men v&o had filed

on tht claims| claiming that they were soonera. These lawyers

caused seraral people to be put off their dalias*, they attacked

the legality of the claim on the grounds that the people on the

dcias had been there before tne run signal was given* We

knew that our claim was legitimate and fair but we did not have

the meant to put our fight in the courts in ease they did file

suit against us so when a nan cans and offered to buy our claim
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my father to ld out to hiia l o r $550•00. We had tr ied to

inpjrove our cXaii-a but. we sure had a hard time trying to get

wator'there was no water that we could get to drink without

paying for i t * We a l so had a hard time g e t t i n g any food for

oors9lvea» there ware plenty of #*ft8s for tho teams but no

food for us* After wft j | l d out we moved to Seneca, laieao\xri$

and nh i l e we were l i v i n g ther© my father died and was buried

«t t h i s place* we then uored from there to Claronore, and l i ved

with my un&lt for about two years and while we were l i v i n g with him

ny mother married. a Methodist Elder, the Methodist conference

had sent down t o the Ghootaw Nation to be presiding JSlder. f or

t h i s d i s t r i c t , so we moved from Qlaremore to Talihinaj he Tent

a l l over the Kation looking after the churches and v i s i t i n g a l l

th« Ohootaw Ckurcheo, he had)charge of them a l l . I t was a l i t t l f t
it

too far for him to ridp horseback or in a buggy, wo we moved

from Talihina to Antlers which place was more centrally located

for his work. He used to ozakd all his trips on a horse or 1*
a

A baggy/ h« held that office in the church for/good many years

ani finally died her* at Antlers; he was getting pretty old

whon hs died*
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At the time we rooYdd to this town on the Frisco there were

not many liiite people in tba town and' thera vere aone out In

tii© country and at that ti-.e there vrero no farms to be seen
1

end no fences, Tbe Choetaws had ssall fams on which they raised

their corn for their bread, but they did not ha-̂ a big faxnuu

Most of the Choctaws had ca t t le , hogs and ponies but they did

not work very much, I guess that they did not have to for there

was& lots of wild geme in the country ancU they would get out

and klXX what deer and turkeys they wanted i there were also lots

of fish in the creeks. If the Ghoctawa had enough corn to mak»

their bread they were satisfied; the whole country o-as open, no
"to

houaea/amount to anything. The Choctaws lired in settlements

which were several miles apart, so I t was e fine country to
of

hunt In and plenty/gme to hunt et that time. How there are

few deear or turkeys but there are same dees to be found in the

mountain* yat,

I nas married about thirty years i£p to Blanch. Bsed aoi

that sarae year I opened up a grocery store and since then X

hare t*tn In this business. I have seen this town grow from a

village to a pretty good sized town and from a few white

to many and we hava good churches and good sohools. I have
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11 red among the Choctaw t r i b e of Indians ore; s ince I

h w e end have sold them goods and traded with t h«s aod I hare

foand the::: to be t W t h f u l , h jaes t and law-abiding' , they never

give anybody t rouble for they a t tend to t h e i r own business i f

let"alone. Of course, they fight among themselves snd may
another *

k i l l one/once in- a while but they sure do not bother any of

the white j.eople* 1'y experiences with them have beei* satisfactory

In every way and I can speak ?*ell for tham fron my actual

experience.

My mother is s t i l l living, she is about seventy-eight or

eevmntynin© years old -aam and is s t i l l able to get^bout pretty

Wtllj I# of course, em doinr fine and v i l l s t i l l live in Antlera t

until my death*


