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Tohnson H, Hampt;;
Investi g tor
Maren 18, 1938:
Intervisw with delter V, Jones,
\,  Antlers, Cklahoma
' Bora Cotober 12, 1879.
T wes born Octover 12, 1879, in Missouri and came
to Purcell vhen I was a boy about six yesrs old, I think
it was about in 18368. My father weanted to take & look
at & new comtry 8o we moved from ocur.pld home tg;Purcell.
I came with my father and mother {n & covered wagon drawn
by & term of horses and it took us several deys to get
o;;r to ;his country. %hen we arrived in Purcell we rented
a farm from & man of the name of Dave Murray and lived
there £3r sbout two years. ¥hen we came to the Indien
Territory we had no furniture except nhgt we hed in our
wagon, just a camping cutfit. +“hen we rented this fnr;, wa
1ived in a box house that was on the fam when we rented
it, &2 pretty good box house. .e bought & little furniture
which we put in the house. #e did no® buy much Ffor we did
#ot know whether we would live there long or not. #e reis- s
ed corn and cotton, not much cotton but lots of corn; we
f24 the corn to our hogs that we bought and fﬁttenod for

our meet for winter use., #e did not reise any cattle

and not many hogs, Just enough for our mest.

1
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We left this farm and went to Joplin, iissouri, where we
lived. for about a yser, then moved froam thers to Grove, Ine
dian Territory, and lived there for abou' two years, and while
we wore living at orove my father went to 0ld Oklghoma tu make
the run for land, Tuis run was mads at noon and when the
sign2l was fired they all made the runj there wers all kinds
of vehicles' used in this run which was made Ly men and women,
My father made his run with a two-horse wagon and staked his
claim sbout six milos northeast of Guthriej he filed on 1%
then came home'and we noved on this claim, ¥We bullt a suail
house and cleared up scme land and lived on this clai.; for
about a year, then sold out.on sceount of g0 many shyster
lawyers who would bring lawsuits against mon who had filed
on the clnims, claiming that they were Sooners. These lawysrs
caused several pesople to be put off their olaims) they attacked
the 'logéilty of the claim on the grounds thet the people on the
clcims had been therse bdefore the run signal was given, We
knew that our claim was legitimate and fair but we 2id not have
the means $0 put our fight {n the courts in case they did file
mSWtumﬁonammmoﬁom to buy our claim
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my father sold out %o him for 35850.00. We had $ried to

| improve our claii but we sure had a hgrd time trying to get
nter,’thare was no wator that we could get to drink without
paying for it., We also had a hard time getting any food for
ourselves, there were plenty of  rass for the tesms ub no

food for us. after wa?‘ld out we moved to Senecs, Missouri,

and while we were livinmg there my father died and wus buried

at this place, %He then moved from there %o Claremore, and lived
with my uncle for about two years aud while we were living with him
my mother married a Methodist Elder, the Methodist conference
had sent down to the Choctaw Nation to be Presiding Ela;n for
this district so we moved from Claremors to Taelihinaj he wont

all over the Nation looking ofter the churches and visiting all
the Chactaw Churches, he nadicharge of them alls It was & little
too far for him to ri&e horasback or in s bugzy, 0 we moved
from Talihine to Antlérs which place was more gentrally logated
for his wcrk.’ BHe use;d $o make all his {rips on n horse or' in

& buggy, he held that office in the church for/%)od many years
and finelly died hor# at antlers; he was getting pretty old

whon he died, ‘
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At the time we moved to this town on the Frisco there were
not many white people in tha town end there were mone out in
the country and at that ti-» thers wero no ferms to be seen
and no fences, The Choctaws had sml'l farmms on which they reised
thelr corn for their bread, but they did not have big fama;
Most of the Choctaws had cattle, hogé and ponies dbut they did '

not work very much, I guess thet they did not have to for there
was:> lots of wild geme in the country and: they would get out
and kill what deer and turkeys they wanted) there were also lgta
of fish {n the cresks. If the Choctaws had enough corn to make
their bread they were satiefied; the whole country wae openm, no
houneq/’%onnt to anything. The Choctaws lived in ssttlaments
vhich were sosveral miles spart, so it was & fine country to
hunt in and plenty/;—:igme to hunt =t that timee. Now there are
few deex or turkeys but thero sre some deexr to be found in the
mounta_i.ns yot, |
I was married sbout thirty vears =2gc to Blapeh Reed and
that same year I openo& up & grocery store asnd since then X |
have heen in this business. 1 have seen this to;n grow f-@ a

villzgs to o proetiy good sized town and from & few vhite peqple

_»
to many end we have good churches and good schools. I have
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lived améng the Choctaw tribe of Indiens ever since I oemd '
here 274 have =0ld them goods and traded with them and I havé
foand the: to be ﬁmtnttil, hinest und law-abid'ing‘,they nesver

give gnybody trouble for theyattend to their own business if

. ~a
let'alone. Of course, they fight emcng themselves -nd may

another °
kill one/once in 2 while but they surs d¢ not bother any of

-

the white ;eople. >y exsrisnces with them have becu gatisfactory

/ .
in every way and I cun spsak well for tham fron my actual

-

exparience,

My @ther is still living, she 'is about seventy-eight or
sevantyenine yosrs old noz and i{s atill eble to geb bout pretiy
welly I, of course, &m doing fine pnd will atill live in Andlers,

until my deathe.



