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1. Neame R. L. Boake .
2. Post Oftice Addres; Anadarko, Oklahoma
3. E{‘flzsid::nce sddrese {or locntjon) 906 Viest Central Blvd.
4. DATE OF 3IXTH: Month | x Day _X _ voar 1870
5. Place of birth -
6. Name of Fathor ‘ Plece of oirth ’
Other informat ion ebout father _ R
7. Name of Mother _ . Placec of birth

e ———————

Other informztion arout mcether

Notes or complete rarrative by the risld worker dealing with the life snd
story of the .erson interviewed, Rciir to Manual for surestod sut jects
and questions, Continuc on blank shects if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of shcets attached S .
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Lillian Gassaway
Investigator
February 18, 1938. -

Intamgi With R. L. Boake
906 West Central Boulsvard
Anadarko, Oklahoma. ’

I was an Ingiian trader for stx’notimel before the opening
and then openid a store in the‘new Anadarko. }.iy father was
an Indien trader in the Cheyenne end Arapaho country befors -
I gaﬁe here in 1893. The lfcensed trade was a Linq of politi-
cal game. A trader would app}y for = liceizse to the Interior

Department. When and if this license wes grented he put,’up
. -E't"“ -

bond end a license was granted for on: year. Tiii!f:?ﬂ poli-~
tics. If a Democretic president was elected -then ‘a_ll
Republicans were put off the reservation. Then when a
Republican was elscted the Democrats had to go. Some times

a Democrat or Boin"xblican would siay through a politjical
administration of the opposirg party but not often;

There were no laws except those made by the Imterior .
Department. fg/gad°atf1ct orders and had to abide by them.
There could be no firearms or ammunjtion sold to the Indians
without an ordeF from the agent or with his pcmiasiotz. No
whiskey could be sold to the Indisns. The reason we could

not sell firearms eand ammunition to the Indians wes that .
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the Covernment was afraid that the *ndimns would go on the

war path and use these fifm;. Though through the

-Government orders we could sell the Indifans firearms . we

" were not allowed to buy firearms from them, no matter how

they had sescured them. I could never understand why this ,
was 80 . It would surely have been less(gune on the Indisns
sid:. Whan the hlndians“ were issued beeves they wonl:i bring
the hides to the traders. The traders had a buyer to look
after the hides. The Indiakrs could trade most .anything for
groceries but the traders had to pay cash tor‘ ;hh'e hides, e
would give the hide man ( the man who looked .after the hides)
the hide checks and he vould g0 to the hide yard end if the -
hide was worth $ 2,00 he would give the Indian a hide check
for'$ 2.00. The Indian would come to the store and get the
silver for it. Many times he would spend it right there

in the store, But {t was his to do what he wanted to with
it and he had to have the cash. Though the laws for selling .
firearms * were so strict, in later yeers the :gent became
more' slack in enforcing it saying, “Oh go ahead and let the
Indirn have it; the Indiens are not going on the war path

eny more, that has all been taken out of them”. But as long

es I was bn the reservation I n;nr sold an Indian a gun or
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ammunition. During Cel. Frank D. Baldwin's time as agent
here the Indians were issued cattle for breeding purposes.
One , one-year-old heifer was ﬁi\en to each man and oﬁe

male to every twenty-five cows. These cattle were sﬁipped
in here from Louisisna shd were unloaded at Chickasha. These
sent to Fort 3111 were unloaded at Rush~Springs and Nimnekah.
These cattle were shipped doudble dacked which was the first
time I ever heard of shipping cattle d;uble decked. Jack
Stilwell was the imspecter of these cattle. He would throw

them and thumb them. He would run his thumd over the front

. teeth to see if the heifer was one or twe years old. If it
3

was two years old he would refuse to‘-ccept it. After the

'inapection the ‘cattle were taken to the slaughter pen, or

i{ssues pen, on Bill Deitrich's place and issued to the.

. Indians. These cattle wore branded with the Indien's ”

{ndividual ro&i number and tribe fnitial. If the™Indian
was a Kiowa and his number was 120, his brand would be
K120, These cattle could not be so*& end if one of them
vas found where it should not be it could dbe returned to
the ri{ghtful owner. If éhe Indians had tasken care of |
these cattle they would Imve been rich by the time the
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dountry opened but this was hard t6 do as the cattle wou.ld’
not stay in one place. The Indiens at:.e part of the cattle 'I
suspsct and then when they would come to the Agency some
of them were"-\stolen, mgybo by their own tridbe for foed.
| Earlier‘ than this though the Caddoes had raised cattle and
- horses. The qnddoes were more progressive than many other
.Ind{ans but all the Imdians had plenty of horses. ¥When
the couniry opened two ccnaﬁchea had quite a nice herd of
cettle but had te sell them for lack of range.

Going .back to the fndian tr‘adéi‘a, Jesse Chisholm used
to come through' the Indian countg;‘,' just after the war, with
such wares as the Indians might wlnt. He came in a wagon.
Then Tim Peete worked for Mead when he brought things in a
wagon to sell to the Indiass. They sold sugar by the cup-
ful, one cup for 25 cents. There “ﬁf'? any such ‘thing’ ,
as white sugar then. There was “only brown afzgar, and 1::
was carried in a sack. - There is a story that goea' like
this. One day Tim was going around with his wagon’ of
" wares., An old India; wanted seme sugar. The tin ou;;
tha{: T4m had to measure with had lost {ts htndle.: So

in hendling 4t he had to put his thumd in the cup.
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Th;dlsﬂign.qgtchedjand then aaid;’ﬂﬂiif; S4m~pa=-24ddledby

. (;daﬁéﬁiéug b;ard ), wait, ﬁow look at thht‘cup. I% doesn't.

havs;pﬁé handle. Now, I don’t mind your thumb in the sugar

but please keép your band out", Tim Peete worked in Colonel
Fred's steée for aﬁgﬁt twenty years after ?Qat. Colenel Fred

was snother Indian trader.



