Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



BOOTEN, MARTIN =x. INTERVIEW #9003 33¢€



w G ‘_’ -8.-

F-- , Form A-(S=143)
’ DIOGRAPIY FORM

WOKKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 33"
Indian-Pioncwur Hiztory Project for Oklahoma ¢

BOOTEN, MARTIN E. INTERVIEW, . ’ 8093

Ficl! Workerts name Ida A. Merwin

This rport made on (date) October 29, B 193 7

1, Nemo Martin B. Booten

9, Post Orrice Addruss  Perry, Oklshoma

3, Residence sddress (or locntion) 818 Delaware Street

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month June Day 26 Yeor 1861
5. Place of birth  Washington County, Iowa

6. Namo of Father Jobn Wesley Booten Place of birth

Other information nbtout father

7, Nems of Mothor Blizabeth Dickey Placc of birth Indiana

Otner irrormation \atout mother

otes or cumpl.ty: nurrative by the ficld worker dealing with the life and
tory of the werson int.rviewod, Rofer to Manual for susistod subjects
nd questicus, Continue on blank shacts if necessary and attach firmly to
his forms Number of sn:ete attached 5 .




'BOOTEN, MARTIN E. INTERVIEN. 9083

Interview with Martin XK. Booten,
- 818 Delaware Street, Perry, Okla.

+

I was born in Washington County, Iowa, June 25,

A

1861, )

In June, 1852, I 13rt Fremont “ounty, Iowa, for
Indien Territory; my wife and brother-in-'aw were with me,
We wanted té secure :land to mak; 8 hon{.

We camped near Chilocco and I secured work with George
All, putting up hay. We worked for a while near Chilocco,
then moved our cemp near Kaw, where we continued to meke hay
until October, when we went to Arkansas City to spend the
winter and await the opening of the Cherokee Strip. )

The trip from Iowa was made in covered wag:ns and,
as I was a trader, I _had'ﬁth me about fifteen heaa of
horses., -

In June of 1893, we moved to Mulhall, old Oklghoms,
where*]l traded for a restsurant, which we operasted until
the -opening of the Cherockee étrip.

On Saturday, September 16, 1893, 1 entered the race
in the opening of the Strip. I sterted on the south line

st 8 point five or six miles ‘east of Orlando. There were

three of us who were trying to-get land near each other.
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2
We rods horses end ren four miles in twelve minutes, I
staked the SE4, sec. 9, twp. 20, R, 1 W; and I atill own it.
The other two staked in the mection east of me.

There were several others who claeimed the land I had
staked, but I out-steyed them end held the lend without a
confoat. I wes emong the first to file and my filing was
dons September 19,’ 1893, "

Shortly afterwards, I built a building st the rail-
road statioﬁ, Wharton, which was at the south edge of the '
towmnsite of Perry, and moved the rgstaurapt from Mulhall to
this place, dbut I did not do goed there as there was 50 much
competi tion 11'1 the town of Perry. I bought a buflding,that
had been used 8s a drink stend,for $3.50 end moved this to
the land I had secured end mad; a house to live in, This
was about 9 x-11 and only & frame. I nailed it to a tree
to n;aka it secure; ft'&id not have any floor in it. We had /
livgfi in this a short time when I added a room. This wes /
our homs for two yesrs, thenm I built a roozf, 10 x 12, using /
cottonwood lumber which \I purchased at a sawmill .tor $1.25/

a hundred feet., I paid a cerpenter $10.00 to build this

" TO0M,
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Our hduse wes 1ocated‘near a spring and we used water
from this until I could dig a well, which I dug twenty-two
feet deep and got plenty- of weter, {’

-

Thers was soms timber on my land snd I made some into

wood, which we used for fuel. The horses I had were quite -
small, s0 I had Jim Francis who made the race with me to
breek sod end plent thé first crop. I cut a rick of wood

. for him off of his land in exchange_for his plowing en -
acre'of 36; \fo? me, ée plantédckaff;r corn and,corﬁrfor
the first crop which we shared; he did\the work on my. land,
Leter I rented the land for wheat. - -

. business of
I followed the/trading and worked by the day. 1

worked for Joe Hodge who owned a ﬂursery, and for this work

-

\;E;gegaivad'25 cents and six pesach trees for™a day's wgfk.~
The trees I would sell or trade to others who wanted them
to set out™®n their land. I .traded some of tﬁé trees for «k/
pouifry. | ’ . |

When the Perry mill was builf, I think this wes about
two years after the opening, I walked eleven miles a day to’
work on it and I received $1.00 a dey for the work and I

paid 10 cents for dinner. (This mill is being torn down now.)
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During the first few years our furaiture was all
‘home-made. Our cook stove was the only thing we bought.

As.thqre was no floor in the house, we drove posts
and buil; 2 tramé on them for a bed, using the space under-
neath for storage. The tsble was a small home-made stand.,
ib only had a very few things but got along with them.

uring the first years we raised good ;rops; the
meloﬁs were immense; they did well on the sod 1and,'but
there was no market for them. There were so many melons
raised, the price was low, Soﬁ& people made syrup from
them and this was reel good, £00. -

We bought our*suppliea in Perry, and som times I
would get groumnd ?orn, kaffir end oat;hr;;§~n mill, Ve
. would sift this and meke bresd and cereal from it. I never
g}ound any myself b&i'would buy it vhen we needeé it. My,
tfdding and work by'the day wes the way i.maﬁagéd for our
needs., )
I was not m;zh of a farmer and, as my businegs vas

-

e trader, I rented the land for faming, and as soon as I

!

had proven up on the iand I moved to Pérry.
The first building that was built in(Per:y was on the

corner of Sixth and D Streets. It was a bank building.
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This dbuilding was drought here in sections on the train and
was put up in a :ery short tims. It opened for dbusiness

Sep tember 26, 1893,



