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£a&al B* Graene,
invastigatar,
March 9, 1928*

An Interview with si lvina tfilllama Thompson Jones,
Fort Towson, Oklahoma*

My father and mother ware slaves and were sold to

dealora at their old homes in the old states and brought

to the Indian Territory, and sold again* A. white man nam-

ed Jin Dibble owned my father and he waa the overseer on

the Dr« Henry Folsom place, about a mile treat of Doaksvillo,

Indian Territory, in the Choctaw Nation, vixen I was bosa

there in the old slave quarters* X can remember living out

there, th^a my folks moved to the Piney Ridge across the

branch north of Doaksvllle* ln*re, the negroes settled thick,

just lilce a small town of their own, off up there on the ridge

away from the white folks*

Britt Willis had a daughter named l i z z i e , «ho would be

67 years old i f she was living and I was big enough to tote

her around when she was a baby* So I know I m a lot older

than she mm* Miss Lizzie married Bob Peeler f irs t then Mr*

Qtorge Pritchard.

Ifr* Willis had another daughter later , Era* George

Rosen thai end they lived down at DoeJcflville. lir. Roaenthal
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was a Jew end had a general merchandise stare off and on

at DoaksrilXo for as far back as I can remember, nearly*

The store was close to h is house* I used to love to go

there and play with their children* I wold run off and

go* My mother would take ma home and "whttj^ me, and I*d

run off again and go* I'd go to the gin and crawl up in

i t and hide until Mama would go to Mr, Roaenthal*s looking

for a t and them cone back past there going hoae* Then I'd

s l ip out and go to ttr* 2toaenthal*s house* Finally Mama got

tired of i t and just gars as to Mrs* Bosenthal for a house

gir l and nursemaid for the children* I raised them 'Chilian'

I never went to school, a l l I know is what the ohite folks

taught roe*

X reasBfoer that big old double log house out on the

Dr. Henry FolsoJa place* The ovarseer, Mr* Jim Dibble, l ired

in i t , and w* fniggers* lived in the slave quarters* £a*t

of the big house was a tan yard and the cabin of Grandpa

Travist and old sl&vo who supervised the tanning of the

leather and mndh shoes for a l l the darkies* I wore some

of the shoes* X remember when thay raised wheat on that

place, and ground i t in the flour mill out there close to
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the tun yard* 2ke> raised lots of sdwat tea*, Slid sold ths

floor* People came there for flo**r, just like going to ft / <

grlat mill for corn meal* • - * " • - , # *

They raised cottos. on that" plantation, too, but I dt&'t

know where tbey giiaied I t , because I was a great big g ir l be-
V-

fore there was 8 cotton gin at Doaksville. Then by that time

the darkies had moved over on the ridge north of town, where

each had a l i t t l e cabin and a patch of their own to cultivate*

And. that was a tough place* "Law& Godi" Especially on baturda/

night** If we*d hear a gun ahooting, we could just say, 'some*

body daid*, •cause nearly sho i t would be that way.'

After Mr» and Mrs. Bosenthal took me for a house-girl

they didn't 'low me out'n the house, only to go to the sto*

or to the well t * t i l I was cromi and married* jSven then I

worked on there for years*

I3r* Bosenthal was a good tailor* Them days, the 7Cman

wore t i^i t f i t t ing basques, with stays in them so they could

f i t neatly* Ho made many a one for me* He had a store and

handled good good** He had them freighted from Parlte, end

ClarkBTiUa, Texas, before the railroad was built aorta fraa

Paris, Texas, through the Indian Territory* I resraober one
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night I had on a pretty green basque, with a big bow

* bo wad up* behind, and e long f a l l skirt with a draped

oversklrt, end a hoopskirt under that and about three

petticoats* Ot I was dressed to k i l l , and we were, a l l

at a dance whejr I had fiay opposite corner* shot dead at

my feet as I started to swing him. He was named plbbie

Darant, and was an Indian* Joe Willis was my partner* X

was scared so bad when somebody shot him from the door,

that I ran around and 'round screaming Joe backed ras up

in a corner and put his hand over ray mouth to make me hush*

Then they drug him out on the porch* and *sont* word to his

folks that he «as deed and to come g i t him, and we 'rung up*

and vest on dancing* We had *rid* about ten or twelve a l l e s

horseback down there to that dance and. supper* close to .vhae-

lock, and v» wasn't going to le t that break i t up* That kind

of an occurrence ??aa too common to l e t i t break up our̂  good

tines* Then Indians and native born mixed negro* Indians sure

were Bean* They'd just k i l l each other*at the drop of a hat.*

I remember Dr. Henry floleoai very well* He lived in a

log house in Dosksville when he stuck a big old long locust

thorn through his foot a&d he di«& from that* Those h i l l s
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were\ thick with locust tress* After he died, his brother,

Colon«l Sim FOISCEH, came to live in that houB*« He and his

wlf«, Oliva* There, their son, Grover Cleveland Folsom wee

born about 1890* He was killed in France I believe in tho

?iorld *>ar* That house la standing today* Colonel Sim Folsom

ntnrer waited for twenty odd years before he died* He was par-

alyzed* He died in his sleep one ni^ktt after having gone to

bed seemingly as well as usual* Olive died a year la ter of

pneumonia*

I want to say some more-about our clothes, sve -wore

tight fi t t ing Jerseys Wo, *ith sany gored skirts with train*

to them* SOEMI called them • trt.il* •• our high collared

basques were topped with white lace or embroidered collars,

and round covered buttons w«re down the front as thick as no

could put th«m* For everyday wear, our dreaaes woro made of

Hickory shirting*

I f i r s t married fiichmoad "Jhompaon, r. long to l l black

negro, like myself, and neseparated, thai, t married *Mr*

Jones' and he died* Ise a widow lady now*


