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Hazal Be Greens,

Investigator,
March 9, 1938.

an Interview with Silvina #illiams Thompson .Jopes,
Foxrt Towson, Oklashom8.

Ky father and mother ware sluves end were sold to
dealsrs at their old homes in the old states znd brought
to thes Indian Territory, and sold asgain. &4 white man name

-

ed Jim Dibble owned my father and he wea the nvarseer on _
the Dr. Henry Folsom placs, about & mile west of Doaksvillo,
Indisn Territory, in the Choctaw Nation, ?&m I was borm
there in the old slave querters. I can remember living ocut
there, th&nfmy folks moved to the Piney Ridge across the
branch north of Dosksville. There, the negroes settled thick,
Just 1ike a small town of their omm, off up there on the r'idge
away from the white folks.

. Britt ®illis had a dsughter named ligzie, who would be
67 years old if she was living and I was big enough to tote
her around when she was a babye So I know I mm & lot older
then she wes, l;ias Lizzie married Bodb Peslsyr first then Nr.
George Pritcharde i

Mr. Willis had snother deughter later, Mras. George

Rosenthal and t!iay lived down &t Doeksville, Mr. Roeginthal
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wes u Jew end hed o gensral mesrchandise stors off end on

at Dosksville for as far back as I can remember, nearly.
The store was close $0 hig house, I used to love %o go
there and play with their children, I would run off and
gos Ky mother would take me home anmd “’wl/mp: me, end I%d
zun off again =nd go. I*d go to th; gin and cra§1 up in

i1t and hide until lams would go to Mr. Rosenthal's looking
tor m¢ and them come baek past thers going W. Than 1'4
slip out end go to Mr., Fosenthal's houaa. Finally Mama got
tired of it and just gave me to lirs. Rosenthal for a house
g(1r1 and nursemaid for the children. I raised them *chilluw’
I never weat to school, sll I know is what the white folks
taught me,

’ I remerber that big old doubie log house out on the
Dr. Henry Folsol place. The ovarseer, Mr. Jim Dibble, lived
in it, and w *niggers® lived in the slave quarters. Zast
of the big house was & tan yard snd the cabin of Grandpa
Trav{n, amd old slavg who supervised the tanning of the
leather and mady aoes for all the darkies. I wore some
of the shoss, I remember when thay raised whest on that

Place.and ground 1t in the flour mill out there close to
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the tan yard, They raised lots of wheat u‘&,‘ gid sold the
flour. FPeople came tfxera ror flour, just’like going to & .

" grist mill for corm maal. s g

They reised co‘cton on that plantation, too, but I duntt
know where they ginned {t, bescause I was a great big girl be-
fore there was 8 cotton gin at Doeksville. Thel by that time
the darkies had moved over on the ridge north of town, where

easch hed & little cabin and a patch of their own to cultivate,

And that was 8 tough plece, “Lawd Gedlv Hspecisliy on Saturéay

nightse If we'd hear & gun shooting, we could just say, 'some~

body daid’, *cause nesrly sho it would be that way.'

After Mr, ani Mrs. Rosenthal took me fer a houseegirl
they didn't *low me out'n the houss, only to go te the sto!?
or to the wsll, ftil I was crown end married. =Sven then I
worked on there for yeers.

Mr. Rosenthsl was & good taflor. Them days, the wamen
wore tight fitting basques, with stays in them so they would
fit neatly. He made many & one for ms. He had a store and
hendled good goodse. e had them freighted from Paris, and
Clarksvilles, Texas, before the rallroad was built morth fram

Paris, Texas, through the Indian Territorye. I remsmbe: one

F)
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nig:ht I had on a pretty green basque, with a big bow

‘bowed up? behind,é end e long full skirt with & drsped
overskirt.\ snd a hoopskirt under iheﬁt and sbout three
petticoataes Of was dresaed to kill, asnd we were. all

st & dance whe ,I had 'my opposite co’ner' shot dead at

ny feot as I started to swing him., He was ‘named Gibble
Durant, and wag an :gnd}an; Joe %illis waa.my partners I

wes scared so bad when somebody shot him from the duor,

that I Ten sround and 'round soresming, Jos backed me up
in & corner and’ put his hand over my mouth to make me hushe
Then they drug him out on the porch, snd 'sont' word to his
folks that he was dsad and to come git him, and we ‘rung up'
and went on dancing. ve had *rid’ about ten or twe}.va ulles
horueback donm there to that dance and. auppar,, close to «?hoo-
lock and wo wasn't going to let that bresk it upe That kind
of an occurrence was too common to let it break up ou;:good

times. Then Indians and netive born mixed negro-Indians sure

were mean. They'd just kill each other?at the drop of & hat.?

I remamber Dr. Honry Folsom very well. He lived in a
log houss in Dozksville when he stuck a big old long locuss

thorn through his foot aud he diud from thats Those hills

”
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were\ thisk with locust traéa. after he died, his brother,
Colonsal Sim Folsam, came tc live in that house, He and his
wife, Oliva. There, their son, Grover Cleveland Folsam wag
born about 1890. He was killed in Frence I believe in the

iorld hare That house ia stonding todeye. Colonel Sim Folsom

never wallked for twenty odd yeers before he diede He was parw

alyzede He dfed in his sleep one nigh$ efter having gone to
bed seemingly as well as usugl. Clive dled a year later of
| pneumonia,

I want to say %omo more: about our elo’r.hes. #6 Wore
tight ritting jerseys %00, with many gored skirts with trains
" to theme. Some czlled them 'treils.' (ur high collared
basques were topped with white lace or embroidered collars,

end round covered buttons were down the fromnt =s thick ss we

could put .theme For everydsy weuar, our dreases werse made of

Hickory shirting.
1 tirst married Richmond Thompson, ¢ long tall black
negro, like myself, and weseparatied, ther I mexried *Mr.

Jones' sné he died. Ise a widow lady now.
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