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INTERVIEN #ITH MRS. JOHL  FONLAM

1da B, Lankford, Fiaeld Worker
July 22, 1937.

The year of 18968 was a very hard year for us in Texas
as we had nd; made, any crops. In the fall »f 1696 we got a
card from our brother lienry Bonham,telling us to conme to “
Oklahoma,that we could buy land real cheap there,

Lw-husband‘John,went to Oklarnoma in a wagon to see
how things were; he rented the Zdgar rarker farm)now call-
ed tle Vaughn :lace, south uf Cordell., :.2 care gack Lome
and then we rwvea to (hdahoma. .e landew vi tie ;lace De~- |
center &nd, lavé, after niné‘ugys on the road'conlﬁg'from \
Montague Sounty, I'exts. 1t was very cold all the way, ny \
oldest child was sixteen munths.old. de had‘five wagons. t \
and several heed of cuttle; some rode horset.ck ané drove
the ¢attle. My mother and I drove une‘wagun with & :Qggy

trailed on behind; #e haa to ford ali the creeks then as

tl.ere were no ovr:dges and we lad to ferry across ned River

.

!

as it was ™up". e ceapred at rignts ana cuohed ou; eals
over an oren fire; we Lac Lo .aul 6ur—w5ua +0Losume 18C=S
and o.r neals consisted of vread, coffee, meat, and potatoes ’
and everything tasted guod as we were rungr: and tired.

“his countr., .es new then a:ll L .9re was lots of vacunt

lend arouna liere and grass..es walst ..ich and tnere were 1ots
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of game, such as quail, rabbits, ;reirie chichens. There

were lots uf snekes and coyotes! thLe: would come ur and get

.

ny chickens apd would kill young celves. One of my children
was
/oitten by a ruttlesnwhe vut got .eli. There were so many

- —

snakes that severa. children were Litten ara sone died from

the bites. The ¢ountry from Hed River to washitd County

.

wes stili Indian Jerrito.; as 2: had not co..e i1n for settle-

meat. w4 Sav plenty of Ind ians on the way lere but thLey were -

- ’

all friendly.

7here wao rotiane  here Jordell is now, Lut there was a

store, 8 .ost Cfrfice, & Lolel ura a fewn other buildings one &nd

one Le&lf niles east of .hera Jordell 15 locstec rev.e oloud

chief was tia count, saat,
“ A

-

~"1 red never lived i & olpyoat ¢nd when o oaw where i
hed to i:ve with - baby, : criec eic Do geu Joild. Lu g0 back
. . L) 6 <

I 7- W . . .
to lexus. 5ut/w3re Lot ucle as we ol Leo Tifv cents in

cwhey ana owed over one nuwdred dollars in Teaas.

<
’

w8 bou:pl env. .. lara, =8t 4nc oliLer supl'118s U run
us 8 sesr; we Le. Jourtsal .eto o &% le, ten :o.s, Tive -
Lorses, hOusalwlu gooxs, a 2w farm.n: tools, «rd things

iooned jrevty .erd for us. But we treded uvne lLurse for some

feed Jor tia other stock mnd leter traded tiarteern -eud Of

)
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cattle for tne j;place we are livin: on now, loctted south of
Cordell, 1 know that cettle were rot worth much tren because
th; thirteen cows we traded were onlv vsiued at one pundred
and sixty dollers. After the trede of cattle we had only one
cow left.

@@ movad to this place in February,lv97, and have been
living lLere ever since., ihere were two Large dagouts here
and aﬂout fift,; acres aireauy brokeﬁ,thh ten ucres in wheat,
we 11ved ir. thLe dugouts §or three years, until it raineu 8o
much thet one of them ceved in ard t.en we LOrrowsd one hun-

N

red dollars fro. & neighbor arnd hauled lumber fro-i %1 Reno,

-

tte closest rallroad)and bu11§ twé roo::s fourte-n bty twenty-
eight ree‘t.i Trey were just boxed withl:uwgstriys or weather-
boar@éng but it loockad like a nalacs to ne. Hhile.living in
thaﬂd@gdgts wé t;iled saver:l snehes &1d Oother. roisonous

animals, N
! ’ A

«8 did scst ofour truding et Cloud Chief; Wt would
take all dey to #v there ard vacr 1n & coversd wugon,but we

would o there to ricnics e:d barbecues and stay all night,
«8 £180 ri8Qe Savera. %ri's bucs tu Texas in thse cnvered ’

i |
vagons and we had grand sné lorious tv.mes. [

‘ o
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The first year we were here, we made two hundred
bushels of wheat had it threshed by a Lorse rower thresh-
ery 1 coékeé for tventy-five or thirty men, three meals a
day in our dugoﬁts. #e had to Lsul the wheat to Duncan
to sell it; we got frum ninety cénts to one dollar & bush-
el. we forded gll'the creeks and rivers t. ge£ £;~Duncan
or any_where else. .e made four bales of cotton, got'it
ginned at Cloud Cijef. :t woula tahe from one to two g >
to‘get a b&ie girned, tren we woula ~+ul it % Duncen -and
sell it for four and one Lalf ceuts & pound.

Zhe ‘18n wens to drive cattle from lexms to our rlgce;
tre weutler wes real bed ard tre nen ot oup of food because

tie couldn't get o town to 49t sny ard they alwnst sturved.

-

a few indiens cams along, cooked ti.m some biscults end
saved the.a froi sturvetion.

after Cordell #ot the county seat from Cloud Chief tie

. Frisco Railroad was built througl. in 1402 ana tines began to

get better. e puilt zmore on to our Louse.@ The re:lroad

‘

nen had canped all élong frus cordell to Rocry and trhey came

throusgh our rlace; we were so tnrilled wien we saw tre first

train cuming-down the tracxk. 1t wus a work train,

»

My mother filed §§\ene kundred sixty acres joining ours
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on the east; we bought one hundred amd sixty acres more
from Mr. Benton. ' ‘

tie have raised seven children, four boys and&hfee
girls. One boy is a doctor. Le was bitten by e rattliesnake
when & small boy but recovered; one boy is a druggist: er
girl is & nurse and ell are married exce;t cne boy anc he
is still at home with my husband and me. .

/// #e have beep living Lerv for forty vears on tlhis place:

#g/cume here with fifty cents and now have four hundred and

eiguty acres of land -and plenty of everything.. It isn't =0

bad after all here in Oklahoma,

People think they are having 8 hard tine now but to

J1ook vac: th2 way we hed tu rive then 1t is al:iost heaven

now, and it dces not seem rossitle. I'he water in the old
davs was 50 hard that 1 could nardly wash and . would cook

. N
beans all day amd they would still rattle.

krs. Bonhem's post office is Tordell, Oxlshoma.

90
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Form A-(S-149)
éIOG‘b&“ { FORM

WORKS PROGHESS \DMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

L

"Fleld Work::r's name alene D, L.:ameéll e

This report made on (date) 8y 10, : ‘_ 193 ¢

lo Name LénVille He S0nT8am,

‘2, Post Office Address Zopen, Oklshoma

3. Residence address (or location) __ “opan, klahome

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month august . Day 2. Year 192

‘5. Place_of Lirth leoshd, ...issouri.‘

g ) s
%L Nams of Father George ‘?onham Place of birth Unkown It '
. Died in lklahoma
Other information about tather {vil Jar Vetora . SBuried a: “aney, ..ansas

7. Neme of Mother “hristine .0y er-Bonham pifes of birth -Unkowp__~

Other, in.formation about motker Dieo in xlahoma, Suried "anev. :.ansas.

L e

>

ot w——

Notes or complete narrvative t .hy field wocker deeling with the life
and story of the person {nte..riened. Refar to han.zl for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blgnk sheets 1I' necessary and
attach fimly to this form. Yumber of sheets attacher .




. Al e . SRS
Alene D. MhDowell, S
Redearch Field .Worker, . Lo . ,
‘May 10, 1837, - , | : 293"
) PIONEER DAYS
by .

Lanvime H. Bonhem a
Copan, Oklahoma. ) i

Lanville H. Bonham was born August 26,'1972, at Neo-
sho, Missouri, His father, George tonhsm was s "{vil War

Veteran from Iowa, ‘ie died at the agr of 5% ye.rs and is

3 \ D

buried at Caney, .ansas. His Mother, "hristina nqyef-Bon-
num)is buried at “aney, Kansas.

"I moved to the Indian Territory with my parents
from ilansas in lhaéxwhen'I was 14 years 2la. e settled
on a farm on Eotton\fre k, northeast of what is now "open,

wiere my parents livad for meny ye'rs. fur first home |
\ ' ) '

was leased land with,a\one room 1o~ house with a large

f.re.lace in one end of the house. 7“his house net = shingle

rof and the spar<s fro.. the fire set fire -0 it an. it

N

b.rned while we.we;e Pway. only a few things were ssved
fr.. this fire. ..y father then - ought a small far# ahd
.11t a two)story log nhouse, where they‘§pent their re- .
aininz years., .ur fu{Piture was“homimade, and I have a
te>le thet wes brou-ht to ;;e Indian Territoiy in 1«86 »nd

-

:s still in use in my home. .ur fuel was <00d ‘and kerosene
Ln3 Our water supply was a large well,

.e atiended church in s log house #ith homemade

oznches and our sSchool was a subsoription school, .also.neld
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in this house. ;ui school usually lasted about three or
four months a year. I attended schoql for sevgn'terms in
1ansas Refore we moved to Indien Territory. & bought our
supplies at "aney, Kansaé, located ebout one mile nortﬂ of
the Xan;gs line end about ten miles from our h7sme,

In 1891 there were several reservations ooened for
settlement, amons them the :ac¢ and Fox Indian ~und. hese
homesteads were granted tree under the 'Free ‘ome 3{1ll' pre=-
sented by Dennis Flvin, w-0 later served as “ongressman for
Ewo terms. ;y father and I made this fun on horsebéok and we
rade barebagk to save the weigsht of a saddle, but after we had
riiden abo t nine diles ;nd our location was not cléar, we be-
care disgusted ahi returged ho;e. M

The Delaware and Osage Indians in our community were
friendly and would cqleb;zte with simo<es. ne tribe would
invite the other tribe and would excrenge presents, these
cresents were smoked away. If o:.e Indisn wanted to zive a
friend a blanket or a pony, they ali sat in a cirele around
the fire and the 'tomahawk' shapea .ife war pacsed around
the circle, esach one taking a puff or two until the present was
s..0ked avay.

Another interestinc cust.um wes the _oll Dance fféquentiy

celebrated by the Deldﬁafeg. A Delaware wonan, .rs,., Lee, who

‘o

e
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lpved near our home, gave t..ese dunces and often invited our

-

fuily. She wore a hat sbout two ana one-half feet tell end

sie Turnished tire.nmusic by beating a drum wmsade by stretoh-

-

irz a rawhide over the top of a Reg.

L Y
fiv these dances,

- The Ipdian Foot bell g-.es were played m.ch different
from the predent came., .he field wus similar to tne presént
fiela »ut the ball was not tou~h~ya, only xic<ed., 't wes a
rough game and sonetimas thev were painfull; injured from a
<1 ex,

In 1600 I werriec my.own 27isin, .1iss :attie Gonham,
and we spent all of our marrie. lire in ena near Topan,
xlahome, .e are the parents of.elght children, three of

..o 8 8 deceused. y wife,paesed ey last summer and I

20w live wi*h my daughter in “opan.

-

do not know the reason-



