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INTERVIEW //ITH I IRS. JOKi;. PONhAM
Ida B. Lankford. EUld. Worker
Ju ly 22 , 1937.

The year of 1896 was a very hard yea r f o r us in Texas

as we had not made, any c rops . In t h e f a l l of Ifa96 we got a

card from our bro ther t Henry Bonham^tell ing us to cone to

Oklahoma_,that we could buy land r e a l cheap t h e r e .

My husband John went to Oklahoma in a wagon to. see

how th ings were; he ren ted the Zdgar marker farm now c a l l -

ed the Vaughn i l a c e , south of J o r d e l l . :.e cane back home

and then we nuvea to cklahoma. .e landeu ot. t: e . l a ce De- '

cerit.er I.nd, 18^6, a f t e r nine aays on the road co-iin<; fron

t&ntague County, Texas. I t * a s very cold a l l the way', re-

d d e s t ch i l d was s i x t e e n months .o ld . He had f ive wagons,

and seve ra l head of c u t t l e ; some rode horseback *nd drove

the c a t t l e , tiy no the r and 1 drove one wagon . . i th a rup£y

t r a i l e d on behind; :>e haa to ford a l l the creeks then a s

there nere no !>nd{;es and we :iid to fer ry a c r o s s Hed River

as i t was MupM. .'.'e ca aped a t r . l^uts and choked our ;ea ls

over an oj.on tire; v.e h.̂ c to ..au'i o u r v»oou j.r. sone vlac>=s

and o .r a e a l s cons i s t ed of uread, co f fee , :ueat, and po t a toe s

and every th ing t a s t e d good a s we v.ere hun^r" and t i r e d .

This couii.tr.. - e s new then n:.\ t .ere was l o t s of vacant

land arouriQ here arid gra-es-i.es wais t i.i£h and tne re wure l o t s
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of game, such 'as qua i l , r a b b i t s , : r a i r i e chickens. There

were l ^ t s of snakes and coyotes* they would cone up and t*et

ny chickens and would k i l l young c a l v e s . One of my chi ldren
was

/ 'o l t t en by a r a t t l e snake out {jut . . e n . There* were so nany

snakes tha t several ch i ldren were b i t t en ar.a aone died from

the b i t e s . The country from Red Hiver to itashit^t County

was s t i l l Indian Terr i to /y as i* had not co..e in for s e t t l e -

ment. ,m saw plenty of Indians on '-he way here but they were '

a i l friendly.

There *ho rvtuin^ her* Cordell is no.., uut there was a

store, a .oat cffiCti, a hotel ana a fe« othor buildings one tnd

one half niles east, of ..here Jordeil is locatoa r««.n-.. Oloud

Chief was the couut. seat.

'^^ihed never lived in a au^-oat and v.î er: x oan .\here 2

had to i ive with J;- baby, I criea t;.c b&t:geu J"ohj. to ^o back

to Texas. But/wire not ucle as »e u;.ly hau fifty cei.ts in

money ana owed over one hundred dollars n\ Texas.

»e boui^.1 eno.,.. laru, '.eat anc oti.er supplies zo run

us a yeHr; »e i.b. fjurte^t. :.^LC ^f c t t 1«, ter. : o r s , five •

horseb, householu ^ooas, a :'*3v. fam.r." t . o l s , 5-r.d things

looked j ra i ty ..era for us. But ?.e traded one horse for some

feed for the other stock and la te r traded thirteen •ead of
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cattle for tne *t>lace we are l iving on now, locf'ted south of

Cordell. 1 know that ca t t l e were not worth much then beceuae

the thir teen cows we traded were only vaiued at one hundred

and faixty dol lars . After the tretie of ca t t le we had only one

con l e f t .

»ie tnov-id to th is j lace in February^ Io97_, and have been

living here ever since. There were two large dugouts here

and about fifty acres already broken,with ten acres in wheat*

ne lived ii. the du^puts for three years,-.until i t rainea so

much that one of then caved in and t.en we borrowed one hun-

dred dol lars fro i a neighbor and hauled lumber fro-* Kl Reno,

the closest railrobd and buil t two roor.s fourteen \rr twenty-

ei£f.t feet . IV.ey were ju-sfc boxed with! ;ui»strips or weather-

boarding but i t looked l ike a nalace to ne. While l iving in

the dugouts we t i l l ed several snakes &i.d other, :oisonous

ati,inals.

.•a did ..Tost of^bur tittdin^, at Cloud Chief; >*U -would

take alj. duy to i-y> there at.d bacr. in a covered ws^on^ut we

v..n.ld ,v there to TIGUICS e:»d barbecues and stay a l l r.l^ht.

..e t i so naoe sevex'a. t r i ' s b-cr. u> Texas in the covered

and ve had grtmd and glorious t . a ) £ .
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Une f i r s t year v?e were here , we nade two hundred

bushels of wheat /had i t threshed by a U>rae pov*er th re^h-

er ; I cooked for twenty-five or t h i r t y men, three meals a ' •

day in .our dugouts. «e had> to haul the wheat to Duncan

to s e l l i t ; we got from ninety cents to one d o l l a r a buah-

e l . -«e forded a l l the creeks and r i v e r s t> get to Duncan

or anywhere e l s e . .»e made four ba les of cot ton , got i t

ginned at Cloud Chief, i t would take from one to two.c*/. '

t^ get a bf.le ginned, t t e n we would if-ul i t to Duncan-and

se l l i t for four and one half ceuts a round.

The -ien went, to dr ive c a t t l e froin," Texai, to our ^lace-;

ti.e weather was r ea l b-°.d and tt.e nen got jut? of food because

t.-.ey couldn ' t £et to to-/m to *;et any and they a i i n s t s ta rved .

A few Indians caae aior.*j, cooked them sone . b i s c u i t s and

saved the.a f r o i stt.rvbt.ion.

After Cordell got the county seat, from Cloud Chief the

Frisco Railroad sras b u i l t throu-jl. in l^OS ana times began t o

«;et b e t t e r . ".6 b u i l t more on to our house. The r e i l road

men had canped a l l along fro..:: J o r d e i l to Hoci:y and they caae

throut^h our p lace ; we were so t n r i l l e d w:-en we saw tj e f i r s t

t r a in caning-dovm the t r a c t . I t MiS a work t r a in*

My mother f i l ed c \ one hundred s ix ty ac res j o i n i n g ours
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on the e a s t ; ve bought one hundred and- s ix ty a c r e s more

from Mr. Henton.

We have r a i s ed seven c h i l d r e n , four boys andfthree

g i r l s . One boy i s a doc to r . He was b i t t e n by a r a t t l e s n a k e

when a small boy but recovered; one boy i s a d r u g g i s t ; one

g i r l i s a nurse and a l l are married except one boy anc he

i s s t i l l a t honie with my husband and me.

/ lie have been l i v i n g here for for ty years on tHis place-;

HJB came here with f i f ty cen t s and now have four hundred and

eighty ac re s of land ^and plenty oT everything. . I t i s n ' t so

bad a f t e r a l l .here in Oklahoma.

People th ink they a r e having a hard t n e now but to

.look oacK thri way we hta t j l i v e then i t i s almost heaven

not., and i t does not seen p o s s i b l e . The water in the old

davs was so hard t h a t 1 could hardly »ash end 1 v.ould cook

beans a l l day and they would s t i l l r a t t l e .

l ! r s . 3onhamfs post of f ice i s Oorde l l , Oklahoma.
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Delawares
Osagea
Dances—Delaware
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BIOGRAF I FORM
WORKS PROOREOS \3tfIfiI3TPVnOK

Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field fforkor's name Alene D. M

This report made on (date) Lay 10, 193 7

1. Name Lanville H. ^on-air..

2. Poat Office Address "opan, Oklahoma

3, Residence address (or location) "opan, klahoma

4. DATS OF BIRTH: Month August Day 2^ Year ig

5. Place,of bir th Naosho, ^ issour i ,

,6, Name of Father George ^onham Place of b i r th Unkawn " *
^ • ' . . Died ia Oklahoma

Other infornatibn about father ? iv i l ••'ar Yet->ra ^ Juried at "angy. U

7. Name of Mother ^hxistiaa :..o:.pr-Bonhfia Piticc of b i r th -I'nkown -
* _—-

Other^information about mother Died in klahoma. ^urled ^anev. ^

Notes or complete narrative t\- *hy f i e l i porker doeling v»ith the%lif-e
and story of, the person In te . -no^d . Hef^r to ?.jajr..2l for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
attach firmly to th i s form. Fumber of sheets attached .



Alene D* McDowell,
Re>earoil *ield Worker,- . ,
May 10, 1937. • . • 29.3
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PIONEER DAYS

• b y

tanvi^le H. Bonham
Gopan, Oklahoma.

Lanville H. "3onham was born August 36,"1872, at Neo- .

sho, Missouri• Kis father, George h-onham was a "ivil v«'ar'

Veteran from IoWa. He died at the ag^ of 5? ye-.rs 8nd is

buried at Caney, ..ansas. His Mother, "hristina joyer-Bon-

nu/r. is buried at ''aney, Kansas.

"I moved to the Indian Territory v<i&h ray parents

from I.'ansas in I'-36 when I was 14 years ola. e settled

on a farm on Cotton *re k, northeast of ir?hat is now ''open,,

wnere nv>' parents livedv for -sny ye-rs. 6ur firsf home ,

•was leased land with a one room lo-" housp -.Ith a large

fire,lace in one end of the house, "'his house ntuKh shingle

r >of and the spar.<s fro;, the fire set fire'10 it an. it

b.rned, while we.were feway. Jnly a few things were saved.

fr.c. this fire. l.y father then - ou^ht a small farnf and

a two story log house, where they spent their re-

n,v years, ^ur furniture was 'homer-ade, and I have a

table that was brought to the Indian Territory in l<-86 ^nd

:s still in use in my home, ^ur fuel was .vood and kerosene

urn OUT water supply vtas a large well.

• e attended- church in a log house *it,h homemade

benches and our School was a subscription school, also .held
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In this house. ~.ur school usually lasted about three or

four months a year. I attended sohOQl for seven terms in

Kansas before we moved to Indian Territory, .'e bought our

supplies at Oaney, Kansas, located about one mile noTth of

the Kansas line and about ten miles from our home.

In 1891 there were several reservations ooeneu for

settlement, a/r.onc then the .ac and Fox Indian '.."md. .hese

homesteads were granted free under the 'Free Tome Bill* pre-

sented by Dennis Flyrin, w o later served as "'ongressman for

two terms, ly father and I made this run on horseback and we

roue bareback to snve the weight of a saddle, but after we had

riaden abo t nine miles ond o;r location was not clear, we be-

came disgusted tin- returned home.

The Delaware and Osage Indians in our community were

friendly and would celebraite with s^o.<es. ne tribe would

invite the other tribe and would exchange presents, these

presents were smoked away. If o:.e Indian wanted to give a

friend a blanket or a pony, they all sat in a cirole around

the fire and" the 'tomahawk* shapea jioe war oacsed around

the circle, each one taking a puff or two until the present was

5vokea a.vay.

Another interesting custom was the Joll Dance frequently

celebrated by the Jela'imres. A Delaware woaan, I J S . Lee, who
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ljfred near our home, gave t..ese dances ^ad often invited our

f iinlly. She more a hat about tv?o ana one-half feet t a l l and

she furnished t^e. music by beating a drum raade by stretoh-

ing a rawhide over t^e top of a keg. * do not know the reason'
• *

f >r these dances.

The Indian /oot b a l l «$-....es were played m.ch d i f f e ren t

fron the present carae. .he f ie ld was s imilar to trie present

fie la uut the bal l 'was not tou^h-a, only kio.<ed. "t was a

rough game and soir.et'''"""* thev. wero paii.full;, injured from a

In 1SO0 I raarriea my.own cousir., . i ss .-.attie "jonham,

and ae spent a l l of our raarrie. l i fe in ana near ^opan,

."<lahoma. ,.e are the parents of eir?ht children, three of

. .JI.; a e decer.sed. y wife passed cvvy. las t suoner an,d I

.-.ow live with ray daughter in lopan.


