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’

W. T. liolland, Interviewer.
July 12, 1937

Interview with Dewitt Boatwright.
332-38 iest avenue , Tulsa, - Oklahc a.

. - Speaking of wild hog hunts, and round-ups, we
hed an interesting experience with a Bull dog. ‘
This dog was owned by é man who had come in here
from the north, and he laughed at the reorle here
for using fices as hunting dogs. He asked why we
didn't use a dog that could reelly fight, 'get in
there and stay. That was the point, and he didn't
ses it. You needed a dog that could run in nip, and
get out of the way before the hog could get him. We'
vere starting on a wild fog hunt and we t-ied to
~ persuade tile.:xan to leave his Bull dog behind, but
he was obstinate. Our.leader, or forsman, then
told him he would not be responsible for anything
that miéht happen to his dog, and with that we started.

As soon as we reached the *bottom" land and vim-
ber'where the hogs .were, in went the Bull dog. ~He

picked out, it seemed, one of the biggest sows and 7
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rnailed” her by the ear. The sow iet out & squeal
and in cam a big boar. Tlhese boars,when from one
to thfee yeers 0ld, have tusks that extend out on
each side of their mouth from two to four inches,
one on each side. Theose boars wers a;ﬁays ready for
a fight -and were aangeroug to man and beast. o

when the sow squealed, he got into the fray at once.

It didn't take long to end it for the
he hung onto the eaé the boar made just one
pe at him and rippee/him open along.the side and
stomach:/’nggfg;nuse’G?’EES’;;;’;;ll dog waS\gead.
~f“TET§’gEowed our friend that the Bull dog was not thé\\\\
broper kind of qu to fight wild hogs with. \
These wild hoés when fattened on must, pecans, \
and other nuts, made delicious meat. Theylwere g8l -~

donm fed any corn, as they liked the Tlavor of the

meat best when fattened entirely on "mast". Thie
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, was insthe tottoms of the Clear‘Boggy and Muddy
.Bogky Creeks, near Boswell, Uklahoma, in the Choc-
s .
taw country. ) .

There was a school &nd church(Mission) located
at that time about two miles southeas%'of Buswell,
known a3 jonto- Schiool. They had“h'ﬁhite man as .
principal and preacher. He was & Presbyterian by

“

the naue Of Nash and came in fhere from®JIllinois.
A

Th.s was in 1-.83. - .
A trading point and jost éffice‘Iare located
about five miles east of Boswell. Two brothers,
Walier and Jim Parks, white men and both teecchers,
came 1into thé locai;ty and ¥ialter sdcceedad in get-
ting & post office espablished. He named it Arneti.
.it was located near thé home of Timot..y Dweit, a

Choctaw Indian, These men, the rarks brothers, also

ran e slore, in fact, the post office was located in
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a part of their store. Tiey kert a complete liﬁe
of general merchandise for that time. They handled
dry goods such as overalls, etc.. Their line of
groceries included green coffee, sugar,*fl;ur and
meal and‘some salt. Trey also hamdled soie hard-
wuXe, such as feming implemgnts. The& also sold
tobacco. They keﬁt 80 rretty good, ready-made
suits for men. These ware kept in céses under lock,
as they ;ere consid;red valuable. To my knowledggé
based on my recollection, these suits mere f;rely
ever sold to anyone except for a corpse or a .an
about to be married. - Thess two occasions wers about
all that required tie use of a "store ;uit". o
Another dééghaﬁt and tradar known to me wes
Wilson Jones, a highly'respecéad man and a success;

ful merchant. He ran.a wholesale and rstail store

41
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at Caddo. Lo me;dq a market for most anything the
people had to sell and always gavé tlem market
price for it. A good part of all money received
for cotton, cat;le and other things was in turn
syent with Jones in’ busing supplies. He controlled
a lot of land ;:nd owned éuite a tract and 4n this
he raisea nundreds of cattle. lie .ould round up
cattle in the fall and cut out the fat ones for
shirment. i rersonally saw to it that only numbér
one fat xteers were shinped out. He built up a
reputation t.is wey and always got top market rrices
for- sut.!h* cattle.

One day a "dru-mer® was in to see hin. ke was
representing 8 wmlesaie house et St. iouis. He was
talking to Jones a-out hLis business énd complimanting

him on his success and business ability. He asked

him, "What percent net profit do you figure you make;
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in your business rer year?" ir. Jones reflied,"ln-
dian don't know about wh.te man's percent. Indian
only knows where him buys something for one dollar
ahd sell it for two doliars, three dollars end
sorBtvimes four dollars; he em makiné money. Don't
understand percént." 30 when it ceme to profit
-Wilson Jones kmew waen Le¢ wes doing wall, even
tuough he cculdn't figure the pergéht of net profis. S
. Y . .
Jones 8lso owned e~d operated ascotton gin. He
ginned the cotton for the seed,that was the toll
he charged, and seed was worth as much then as now.
I was .usrried :Se;;me.zber 25, 1885 , to Aliecs -
Duvall of ¥ranklin Sounty, arkansss. 1 had gone
. into arkansas b a while end was working at a
cotton gn; aa‘wmgha; and tookkeaper, This girl's

step—faiher also worked there and I net his step-

deughter w.en she came to bdring Lis lunch. He

- A\l
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opposed our friendship from the beginning and

caused us & lot of ;rouble. Her mother, howeve -,
&pgéo&ed of our friendshipiand courtéhip, but

‘ oﬂéng to éhe disrosition of her step-dad I had to
meet nher out at parties and neighbors' houses.

.xlnyhow, we decided t; get married. She didn't
‘have any "Sunday™ shoes and was afivid to tell

* Ler ro;ks about it because tnen her step-fither

**wou ld know wiy she wanted new shoeas. 1 told ter
i would ggﬁ tuen for hér avd ring then with .me
when I came rur her. we chose a day shen Lar dad
would be awiy. I borrowad a !orse uxd rode po a
neighbor who had :roxised to'helr me. He and Lis
growh son lLitched his tsan to & wagon and Qe iit
out. 7ile sio:yred about a guarter niie fron the

house and 1 went uy alone and afoot. My girl was

ready, had on her bast dress with an old dress over
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it, s0 we went 'out in the orclard, and when we got

out of sight we went to the .wagon. Ve drove all

‘night except when we stopred for a couple or nore

hougg.td rest the team and ourselves snd to gook
sone%Ling to eat. EZarly the next mofning e were
ir Fort 3nith. Fea&ing we might have- trouble here -
in ggtting narried, we decided to'go south about

six Tiles to a ireacher I knew, whose nams was Lowry.

e cnusual thaing about this aatter was that the

”

house of lowry, tihe preacher, was bLuilt on the state

line between Ind ian Terfitory end srkansas. The

front, or wast side, was in Arkansas, while tue back
-

rooms were in Indian Territory. So the }raachér

t9ld us to go into the back rooms. Thérq,in the

b - - T
pressence JU withesseg we .are married. However,I
¥ 3

dig='y have to get a license and no official record

was made of it. Tile onl: thing I got was & stétement

v
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married us, giving the date and} the witnesses pres-
- ‘

1
ent. That was all, except tha'ci he cls rged me three
. { .
dollars for the services. I g6 back to Indian

Territory iu the late fall of’ 3}885‘.
¢ Lo
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