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Fiald‘WOrkar's name__“_Poto W. Cole.

This reps>rk mads on (data) June 26, ‘ 1937
1. NAms David Bond. N
2., Pcst Office Address AtokaQklehoma.

3. Residence address (2r leéation)

4, DATE CF BIRTH: Month Day Year

5.. Placn of birth

—— —

6, Name of Father Place of birth

7. Name eof !l‘other _Place of b;rth

!

Cther information about mother

- ——

N

e g

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of thg persan interviewed., Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects and questicns. Continue on blank sheets if
nocessary and attach fimly to this form. Number of sheets
attashed s . '
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s Investigator,
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An Interview with David Bond,
! Atoka, Cklahoma,

 When the Choctaws left the state of Mississippi, after
thpe( s}e;f"eamants were -xl;sde with the United States Government
,‘ ‘,t'liatﬂ the Indians could séttie in any portion of the country
west bof the fississippl River, they came to. the Indi:n Ter-
ritory. They did rnot know where they could locate or the
distance they had to travel, yet thgy came. Some rode horses ,
some came. in wagons end other/s on foot, after wandering for
some ti-e thsyl finally cams to ,thé country whére they were
to make their new home, ' ‘ i
One of the locations where they first settled was & strip
of land east of Stringtom, 4 rew. years leter some of the other.
Choctaws fram Liississippi,‘ who had veen living élsewhexje drifting
" -~ here and there, finally settled with the rest of the immigrants
near tﬁe banks of KMcGee Creek in the Indiar} Territory. as a rule
they preferred living in a locality yhere there were several other

families, thus making a settlement, In a short time this country

was settled and there was a regular village of community Indianas.

“«
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After settling down and making improvements by clear=-
of | :
ing-off a piece / lend they began|to farm. They built -
houses :nd barns, dug wells, and|made otheT improvements,

then decided that they needed a c‘urch or scme place where

they could have a place to worshib.
- ]
[
There were such men as seorge Peter, a minister at that

tine, Jesse sond, David lioah, Maﬁtin Charleston, secrge Iitts,
[ _
Jemes Tudson, iogan James, Charles Loman and lloses 3ond with
' ) -

their families, who played promi#ent parts in bringing about

the erection of the-Gooélgnd Chu%ch. They held their meetings
under some arbor, as was general}y the' case; until one day

the;e Qas brought up a conveyéatron about bu}lding a church, when

-

some of tue megbers ﬁere gatherep, end finally decided on building

"the church house. .

. t'
It was first made of logs, jand some years later, the
. | :
members raised sufficient funds tp build a larger house and when

|

ready they tore down the log housg and built ansther church
house out of lumber,which serve% he public for a number of
years, This church was organiz&& about the year 1574, but it
was several years afterward when the church yac built and today
it is nothing new to the people&of Atoka County that during the

meeting the Indians as well as #he whites would gather here and

!
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en joy the’serviceé; éermons used to bé pr-ched 4n the
Choctaw and the English language. Singing /zzggélish
hym books was common as the soungsters at <his place were
all good singers and at any time when servicde was over one
could ses the singers gather around the organ and 111l t «e
part in the singing and good times were enjoyed b, all,

Jher- h;ve been somz: very prominent peopl: that once
toox part in the upbuiL@tng of this old church,

The 0ld grave is still visible;where once there was a
well kepf place, now lies in ruins,caved in, and the young o,
trees that once stood over the graves are now huge trees,
This church did not reserve any right for church purposes,
and.sinqg the members either have died or moved.Zwa§ there is
notting to show where the church once stood as it is in a pgsturo,
and where the camps stood when tﬁe camﬁers fed many and many
peorle at these camps during the big meetings, is a garden that
is being worked by the renter who lives near the famous old place,
Since the abandonmen} of this old place the old site hes gone batk

.

to whet it was before human civilization ever located g% this place.
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