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. INTRRVIEW WITE EMBZIAR BOMLANAN .
: AGE 56 YEARS
LANE, OKLA.
FIELD WORKER ' PFETE W. COLE
May 10, 1937
LEGERD' AND STORY FORM OF THE OLD INDIAN DAYS,
I was born on July 1, 1882, in Nashoba Qounty, what is
now Pushmataha County, Oklaboma,near Noshoba, Oklahoma, a °
country postoffice. There were not very many peopls settled
in this portion of the country in the. territorial days, which
of oourse was all in woods, and there were all kinds of game.

Wild enimals, sush as wolves, wsre as common as dogs. The

'poatorrioo Nashoba derived its name from "wolf" translated 'into

Chostaw, which is 'naihoba". The county was called Nashoda

'Oounty, before statehoods

I was raised an arphanj drifting bere and thers where I
oould obtain work, J first started warking for an old man

named Paul Stevens, another Chootaw Indian, He was not an

~educated man dut s éo‘od business manager, who owned & big

store, cattle, hogs and othsr stock, and was considered a ni.l-
to=do man in the vicinity. He used to drive his yoke of
oxen to haul goods from Arkansas. I ;orked for him for sbout
cne and one half years, then I quit to attend achool,

1 ﬁra&,;(nnt to Spencer Acedenmy, an’ Indian Government

School which was located nsar Antlsrs, Oklshoxa, now abandoned

4
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when burned down several yesrs ago. When I arxived at this

school I was ro jected on acocunt of my age. Of ocourse thar;

was nothing for me %o do but to return hame, and afte:rwarcia

I attended a neighborhood aohqol for two Yerms of nine months
each. Mr. D, Seth Noah, a QOhoctaw Indian of neur Talihina,
Oklahoma, was my teacher. Aftarvard through the influence of
531009, tha Choct.w 0oUnci] verhitfed m6 to'attend mother
Government Sohool in Penpsylvania whieh wes The Garlisle Indian
School. lvorythiné was armnged and an opening was made for ms

fo exter. I was warkingat that time. and when I was notified

of :tha circunstance, I was told to go on a visit for t drty days,
wid $15.00 in 10ney vus Nuraigied ue to prv for 1y expenses wﬁila
on a visit. I saddled up my pony and started for an mendéd trip
%0 risit 1y folks, rola .ives, \x.‘.d' friends. It must have ta.léom
longer than thirty deys i1 raking oy v:4it becuuse when X retuwred
22 9 4> atart for schoal. I}l&s t0ld that I had stayed away over
the required time, and tl® expenses furnished for achool by the
pvernent had been cemelled and tie place in school bad been

tak-n by another applicante I missed the ap%orhg;&%y of attending

a governmant s8chool and I regret to this day the chanoe that I

7
i

' miﬁsﬁ. ' . //

. . ‘ T s
My only chaase then was to pgyxl’e ny owa cunwe for a
A
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living,‘ 8o 1 worksd around at differeat jobs until the
~ year 1903 when * married and divoéced my first wife after
'1iving with her a few days. I married agein fn 1904 to
Sarah Potts, who was living near Y%rnisQJORlahoma)in Jack
TFork county. To thig union there w;re nine children born,
but only three gir)s and one boy are living, all married
but ons girle My seoond wife died apd in 1931 I married
Narcissa Simpty Nobhia, in Puegaatahaicqynty, and have'

. moved to Atoka County mear ¥arris, Oklehome,and there is

-where we ‘are making our home. |

1

I first married when ebout twenty years old near
Nashoba, + I lived in & log hut of o&g room, as that was
the’ only kind. of house that was built at that time. Wy
. prinoipal food, as was customary with all/G/l}pcté/w/Indiana,
é@nsisted of Indian cornbread, sog;/bfééa, or shuckbread
(banaha), meats of all ediple’;ild game and turkeys end
fish, No: end then ne‘boﬁghtha smill bucket of syrup-for
a ohange, as we had hoﬁey at most times., -Now and.then we

- bought flour,sugar, and coffee,,
f‘

I began working on the farm by clearing o

of land and raised a truck pateh|for our own ho

128

a few:-acres
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£6r two years. Afterwards I followed other means of making
a living and ptarted buying an& selling cattle for a time,
1 was qbing well until timeschanged, when 1 went Sankrupt.'

. g, e
My father's name was Amos Tussahaya, but I'was just a

small lsd when he died,, When I appeared before the Dawes

Oommission in 1602 to enroll and allot lends, I did not know

_ my father's name or my last name, s0 s0me one of the force

suggested that I be named "Bohanen” and I was accepted,
adopted, enrolled, and allothd my land and today I go by
the neme of Emezieh Bohsnan,

It has often been repeated th.t the Indiens are gr%?p

’
Vi

believers in The Great Spirit, and the Choctaw Indiens are
no -exception. At a meet;ng of any Indian Church, the camﬁgfa'
of old days would put up their sheds by ?lacing two qaféer

posta ig front and two in the rear some six fo tey/inchea

lower thén the front posts, nail cross piacos/gﬁé boards

across, and cover with boards. The difrergpé/campers, depend ing
on the number of cumps to be erested, would arrange thejr

' _§. )
shedsin uniform lings near and arcund the church, and ‘would

' /
TYursday before the preachings ' The groceries
y (

the meat killed, the wood hauléd, end everything

- ' 8733 129/ -
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plenned for the meeting would be ready end carried out to

1

the letter, and not a hitch would be made during the stay,

auch as killing mat on Saturday or Sunday or going to't;wp

for more grooceriese It was the -ous)tom thet everything must
\b,e/a’ﬁ\nged and ready to lasts for aoveral /deys. It in wié\ter,

the campers would drag heavy logs and haul the wood with oxen,
lhich were cvmmon in those dayse. ‘mia work muat be finished
by Fridey 12 o'clock nogn. j
‘At any time Artgr,Friday»ndbn to six o'clock Pe Ms fpe

minjster would arrive, As ;oqﬁ as ho_arrived, the deacon or
elder of the church would ring the bell for the churoh service,
which would continne until the breaking up on Monday morning.
;Sunriao service vas oonduoted bcfore breakrast on Monday
jmorning, rare'ell h@ndspaging of all persona at~church, then
breakfaat,\arter which each tamily 'aald start on their Journey

\ \\g“

ack homee Every body went atay happy after enjoying tho
leting. and love for ;heir neighbor and reapect for others
was exchanged and acknowlodged. Oocasyionally one oould

. no%tioe a string or wegona fig.ing down the road, while ridera
onghoraebaok would rollow bohihd. lomen ridins horaeback on

sié\e saddles were connnon in those daya. ) ;‘ B

4
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Where there was just ons horse in the family, the husbeand
would ride, carrying the baby or buﬁdlga; if more than one
child, the others would ride behind, and the woman would
walk shead on foote If they had to go any distance $he man
would ‘walk and the woman ride. This was the only way of
traveling in those days. P

Each individual believed that a romise or idea planned
ahead must be cerried out when the time arriveds Therefore,

knowing that it was tima for a big meeting at any oertain

plaoe, he went or took hia family ig'g¢1§ggn,or~heraeba’ﬁ”hnd

went regardless of weather,

Very often where there was no ohuroﬁ‘bell, the deacon
" usuglly had a ram; cow horn, or oyster shell which he blew
for church service. A% thg last blow of the horn, each
person or orowd would leave for church., Each one would

fell in line in the direction they ceme; the first line,

e —————

arrived will march in urdéi, then the next line until the

- (:‘1
last Yine marched in before the min%eter would meke any
\I’
attempt to make announoements or to proceed with the

881'71060

I knew of a'minister who a;;ays'oxpoctpd to be at his

<

appointment by Friday noon or before, and on his arrival,

<
:
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expscted service to open immediately,. Between services they

would gather around the pulpit and praoti&e singing out of an-

old songbook, "Ohristien Harmony”, which contained only notess

'\v*"q -~

Very often they would stay up all night,

The deacon usually had a blaoe reserved in the churchhouse

for some peace officer, and at the beginning of the opening
(Lhe Peate AhEer)
service he/wuld announce to the congregetion with reference

to law and order that there would be no drinking nor disturbance
pernitted arognd‘or near the church or prggiaoc, after which
he would tseke his pogt near and Qround the church, where .
service was being héld, After service he would stay some
di stance fram the church to see if any drinking was going on,
or very orteﬁ gome horse thieves would teke advantege of the

.o .

¥
meeting and steal soms belongings or horses) It was ‘the duty

of the officer to be on the watch and protect belongings and

property. .
Before leaéing for church the mother of children would
warn them to beha}e whils in church or else'the officer would
take thém to the'ﬁall. This was de;ply iqprosaed on them that
they would not da}e to leave church until the service was over,
The boys up to eighteen ysars would enter church with their

father and remain by side of him until dismissed; and girls with
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‘bheill' mother did' likewise, This was in tradition with the
"'Purttans". | Y |
For lamps we burﬁad mutton grease poured into a bored
wood about four mohea in diameter and three to four 1nohas
do’op. A dundle of yara or twine was saturated in grease until
hardeneds Another dored block to fit tl_:fa first block was
nailed ‘to the wll and the candle block fit to ite When
lighted it gave good ligkt, ¢

One cold linton 1 attended a moeting when there was
nof enough rooms to %omodate all visitors, and my rather and
I were obliged to meke a2 pallet on the ground and went to sleep.
Having my head covered up, it snowed during the night that I did
not: know ansm%ng about, Woke up the next morning, notice some=
thing heavy on top of blankets, to my surprise there wua about

four inches snow over us, I hated to get up the next morning as

it was so nice and warm under thes snow.

. F0OD | ,
Indian corn is/a native of North america as far as we know

|
end that no other country or nstion ever knew what corn was until

they Qané to this country. It i{s true that the Ipdians have
! - .

learned things from the other racesof people, still the other
} -

maﬁot people have lsarned from the Indisns the different "wa

[ 3
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of cooking end on this instence we have food mad® from corn

in several different dishes that the other racesof people

«

are not familiar with, - |
For sm?broad, certain smount of corn is/ shelled and

poured in a prepared block of wood abo&.u; three feet high

known as mortar, end a prepared pounder or pestle‘mad"e out

of gréen timber for this purpose uaed to beat corne Difter’ent

ways of handling is necessary depending on how and what the

beaten oarn’is.to be wseds In this case amall emount of

'atei' is poured on the corn and about one tabieapoon full

vot. dry ashes mixed in which water tends to soften the grain o

and the ashes to loosen the husk which when oleared and beaten.

the grain is about the size of pearl hominy we bduy in atorea.
¥hen thia is done it is put in kettle or stono Jar%n.

varm water and let it stand to be soakad for 'one night in

summer timo or two to throo nights in the winter, When

sosked it is emptisd in mortar and beaten to mal. When

finished it will be aa fine as meal, after which sour bread

\m

. and shuck bread is made,
There are gmral ways of ocooking sorn after it is
desten dépending on how and what kind of dish one may want,

. Gorn cam bs roasted and best®n to meal, can be nmﬂl by
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swestening with suger end water to taste end dr{u\gﬁd
,13 a fine dish, o |

Sweet corn dried in cod during summer, shelled when
ready for oooking, boiled and cooked in grease and mlted
to teate or ocen be cooked in any kind of meat is a very
good dish,

HUNTING.

In my young days, I hunted very often and have killed
many deer but to be 2 good hunter one would have to get
ascustcmed to their range, where they feed, ot’c. it may
sound foolish and ridiculous_for me to expose my way of
hunting wild games yet true. It is known to. all inte;.ligent

' people todaw, that.every living being, animal, plaints, or
mineral. was placed here for a case, and unless ws understand
its purpose and its use we cannot prcapei much without. ite
it v;as pluced here for us by nature and is at our commandj
therefore when I mteci to be a hunter I went tgia'x peraon
whom I knew that this (party kne" where I can ge.t’ assiatanace
foi this purpose, .

-?I was ferming that year, but did not have much provision

to tide me s0 one dey I shouldered my rifle, went hunting and
Joat a day from my work but I did not kill anything thet déye

?
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ﬁ the ﬂoxt day I knew of a won;an who was an herb dootor;‘
My 6nly wish wes thaft .&he would treat me so,.I can be a great
‘h\mter'and with tll;ia‘v‘in mind, I went to her home and expla ined
to her my mi:ssioﬁ.‘ After & long oonnréation 1 ;u told thgt
after the -treatment all of my hair will turn gray but I 1naAiated
and took the treatment, She went and gathured somg/a ;ci;xd of 'O:OQB
and smoked me with thﬁta herb once a day for four days., S&he told
the truth as after the treatmefit my hair turmd gray us she said
it wuld aad today my hair 'i'a anow hair caused from this treate
ment, *

This was in the yeer 1§07, snd after isstruoted what to do
and how, I hav; nsver miased killing a doerg I kill only -hat.:*l
need because I was taught to never kill a ‘ﬁeor for sport ;r
wasta, Atfer knowing where they range I can éo to-fhe place
T a fow momsnmts I can aee :on_a coming up the

—

one would

hill or down depending on whers I am
walk a; close aa!ten gnd firteen at’epa from me and of o:nrso =
he was killed and today there is no trouble 'ror me to kill
when others fail '

h_ue best time for deer killing-is in July or August.

He rarges out to graze early in the morning to nine o'clocke

&
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Ai'tor this hour hc; hidq in bushes or in tall weeds and t,s
seldom seen unless one acscidently welk up on hige Uswally
‘he remain in hiding until about three o'clock in the aftere
noon when he tekes to water and %o graze agai;x until abou-t
eleven o'clock at niétrb.

Night bhunting usually starts about nine P, M, to 11 P,
‘M, but after this hour there will be mo deer to be seen. He
sheds his'harn from Februery firat to the fifteenth and it
has boen said that after he sheds his horn it is difficult
for anyone to'find the broken horne )

There is an olg saying snong the Choctaw tribe of

Indians that 'hon'ona heurs a qﬁail on the ground) the deer

has grown his horn to about one and cne half inches, or if
- one hears & quail a or oall, resting on a bush about four
 teet high the. deer hom is mearly grown and is gsttiig fat
or when a quail perches high up in the tree, the horn with .
- prongs have grown to full growth and are fat. There nu

7 gall in a deer. Amateur deer hunters dox uot know this,
PR

A bear is cne of few animals Bhat fhl;mm intelligence

than most animals, He, un' rua fram you bt when wounded or

A

" orippled he is dangercus. The besr uswlly enters his den in
73 ] .




..“:
*

L]

s 8733

S | . 138 .

13

_ Degember, Other times he roan around and €ind a place uz\:dor

rock or under roota of trees or on a side of a hill or mouhtain,

7. 2t Dbs is foud in his den,it takes two mn to kill hin. Oneof

the men must enter the.den where the bear is., If he is to enter
. 4 \ o
the oan,ho must be a man with strong nerve, because it is not

eurybbdy that can enter a den, He must be prepared with a

r

taroh or naah light to locate him to get his vosition to shoote

After he 18 looated the hunter aims and fires at the animal 4

~

If he 1is wounded he is going to rush out of his den, If the
‘ mn does not have time to get ot of his way, he may fall down .
an¢ 1ie flat on his stomach and lie still, but, if ko moves
and the bear sees him it is too bad for he will surely kill
the mne But if he lies still and not move,the bear will run
by him @d will not hurt him. As soon s the dear coae1out of thg ‘
- den the man on the oﬁteido willahoot him on the hip or the
kidiey will cause instent death but if only orippled or wounded,
he 15 sure to get away,
¥hen he enters his den in December one can hear tim as he
gnaws his olaws he makes a funny noise, The female bear makes
her don gbout January and drirgs bher young cubs in February,
| ‘me /\_t/ers nzually listen for—the noise and ories of

young cubs as they mku a noise like a screesh owls and by

e e .
- ——— — ——— — e -
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this means he know when Lie hears ons. The mother bear will run

out when found ir den or if a hunﬁgzxénter her dem to ehooé h?g
she t;uld huddié\her young cubs together and hold her head over
then,s #hen shot at she will oaly clg#p her‘;oung cubs togethe;.
" and hald her head over them until she is killed, 'It is pitiful
for eny one to shoot an irnocent mothew df young cubs in this
positién but she will not make any attempt to run or leave her
young onese.. This is the waf\they used to ,rob her of her young
cubs. B
FISHING.

Beside gn/isonn;g streans for fish with roots of devil's
shoestring, we gad another method of cetohing them. hen oreeks
are dry end water low, a great fish fry day‘ié set and when
people gather at a place seleofed we uouldqut and pile branches
and limbs of trees across the oreek and bind with vige by men
pres.ing dowﬂ or jump up and down as to make the limbs press
tight, . | |

iheﬁ ;11 set, enough men ar; required to 1ift up whil&
the rest of boys start from other end of stream end soare thEn

toward this brush net until the swimmers reach to net, The&

would let the net drop which heads off fish fr oing back to
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deep water and of ocourse they would Se in a Qhallow water
l where bows and arrows come into play. 7Ye w;re ordered t?l
kil} only the best and large fish. This was a great sport,
‘The Choctaws were ve;y part;cular in those days as to who
(men,women and children) were elsgible to thé great tieh fry.

They believed in signs an one present withbut having been

1nvited’usdally he is promptly exsysed and would not be

allowed around the premises, After gstiwying at a plece
located one man or Women Was éelected to réfti;t& all those
presen§ by using a black ér red powder to put a mark on

| their ‘face and those not having any black br red peint were
not ellowed and be ordered awsy ae'he was not a member of
the fishing society on“that daye. It was strictly against the
fishing rule fér anlexpectant mother or pargiéq to be.present.

To make bluping we b;iZ;:fmaple trees in oopp%r. Continue

boiling until it boils dowmn to the4thickness of flour gravy,
remove pot away from fire, and let it cool‘AQNn gradually
until it hordens. We use bark of walnut to make black- same
proceészas.making blubiﬁgafyﬁé used’ a gertain kind of weed ‘
with large yellow flowers ﬁaibﬁ grow; to aS;utLthraé feat.
By boiling tﬁe liquid it turns yelloy and by continyous. )’
boiling until jelly like, let it oool gradua%iy and hardened.//

end it-will have this color.
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Powder of peanuts is siﬁilar to red peprer. Grouond when
1t‘is dry has reddish color. Thds was commonly uded in the
oiden days. ' ’
' Ag nature ;6uld have 1%, some of the IRdian herd
dootors of the olden t%g?s were Jﬁst as shart as our best
doctors, and smarter then most of the quack dootors of our
present tth. He used herbs thet he knew for each case of -
sickness as there were only a,fgw severe sickness known in
those days. Ags time cha;ges civilization becane‘more ine
telligent, more end different ceses of sickness, épidemics
and ?ontagjous dise?se has been found'b& sciegtist, it is naw;
necessery that we héve learned doctorq who is weli posted
end-~scientists to find reme@é and control the different
cesess | .

Tﬁe herb doctors of our days knew how to cure pneumonia

‘ by treating ¥ith a éertein kind of weed wbich'grows only in

a certain pluces It does not grow or found everywhere. One

car take this dush and boil in water) éive‘the ratient about

oune third aup full while werm. Thén he.géés out in.the yard -

g/suitable plece,and dig down a hole about twelve

qiéﬁéé, ﬁléoe in this prepared hole the herb in a
, - .
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kettle or pot, la§ across strips of plaﬂks or board over the
pot énd make a pallet for the petient and have him to lie !
down over the kettle with where the pain is and mmocke him

" four times and return him to‘bed until the next mornings °
Oontinue the ssme process for four mornings and give him.a
warm tea to drink and he will soon recover,

For cowgh, a bark of sycamore tree is used in one gallon’
of water, when boiled sweeten with sugar to taste desired and
gi;e patient one teblespoon full at any time.

e used olean rags to aﬁoke and inhale through nose to
break up a cold, After the smke the discharge from nose
run3 freely, which after a while one fesl better and soon
recover, This was the best method té rid of the cold.

Instead of déing sugar costed pills or scme sweatened
liquid purgetives to clean out the system)we used the roots
of 6laokroot by boiling and make tea, W#hen lukewarm give
patient one cup full every hour until bowels act, After the
bowels start acting, give one;third full three times or énce
a day Tor three days, waich will have him straightened oute

}f petient seems to have or show symptqmé of"pneuponia,
‘and if waiting on a dqctor, fqg temporary'reliefvég first, aid

treatment, have seen them to hold the head of patient while
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" the other party‘tako é sharp broken piece of glass and .
’?cratoh_lightly'enough to draw blood on the tiﬁ end of nose.
‘If as much es two or threefdropstof blood cen he prooured'
in a teaspoon, add two or thrge drops of turpgﬁéine and give
the patiané with water. Usually this will bring temporary
relief until the dootor arrivess )
""" Rheumetism is chused mostly by bad blood end kidneys

nof functionirg prope;ly; So to give relief I have seen them
to break e bleck or bluish looking bottle, plok out a sherp
plece fasten to a pieoe;of stick about half size of a maﬁ's
small finger about six inches in length’place a %ourniquat
under am pit and around arm until vain i; blainly‘seen,

cut the dlood vein, ahd let blood run, The first operation
ths bldod will be blackish looking and will continue until
reddish color of blood showsy when enough is run or until
reddish color shown the téurniqnet may be loosen and the

flow of blood will be checked inétantly; For severs head=-
ache seme process is necessary only the tourniquet can‘be
pleced either around the chast'or under the armpft or around
the neck, and the operation éan be on the forehsad or on top ‘

of head, This will relieve severe headache but after once:

operated, same spell will comeé every yeaf end of course samp

/‘ | S © 143
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prgoess i3 necessary,

For broken bone a plgster of clay bandaged of tied
eround the wound and drnp cold water constauntly to keep”
m.ist as i} given & chance to dry will cause severe pain.
One can take a ocertain amount of bark of cottonwood and
boil to certain degree and steam the wound will relieve
pein. Bandage may be ch;nged but must keep tied until
well,

For joint thrown out of gocket 1 have seen them to
take e bunch of roots of cottonwood, boil in water and
" steam the 1;Jured part four times a day for rour‘days,
and on the fourth day the sockst will automaticelly slip
back in plsce. By steaming with this solution, it takes
the swelling ocut and by some method teﬁds to throw joint
.back in plece,

A1l baske; work that I have ever seen dong hy Ohoctaws

and niece finishing as well as pretty work depends on those

that are expert in handling. As far as cane work is goncern,

one can cut any amount of cane switch about four feet in
lehgth and about ths size of a man's small tinger) put it
‘awa§ until ‘se.sonsd, #hen ready for'uhe or to tan)Split

Hn two and bcil or steam in hot water until limber then it

14.
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. {8 ready for basket work or whatever one desires to makes

!
5

.. There were few epidemics and contagious disesse in
those déys, because the old Igdians always had a certain
kind of hﬁrbs which was boiled to tea and a dose teken two
or threoe times a day by the whole family and of gourse by
keoping the system in order, we/were healthy and strong

a&d were not subject to sickness., Now and then one would

‘gontract tuberculosis or consumption when one stasrt to have

bad cold, developed into cough, lungs &ll clogged up, wrong
treatment 2iven or no treatment at all or the patient hime
self tries to treat himself, waited too long for proper

treatment or something until it becames ochronic and will be

beyond control, These are some of the disease that was beyond

control 'and caused death,

I am 55 years of age and in all these years I have seen

oaly two adult men had on diapers. Of course this was common

in the old days that more or less has ever beel said or written

in history as to our wearing apparel and most people today bee

lieve we wore buckskin bresches and shirt throughout the year,

But in the summer time men wore nothing but'diapers ané more

so when there is to be a bdig fish fry and where water are

to bs poisioned by beeting the roots of the devil's shoestring

“’T
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to meke the fish sick as this saves all time.to undress or
Jump in water with clothes on, '
\ There had been some political talk amongat the Ohootaws
in the territorial days when they were running their om form
of government until statehood in 1607, There were two parties
formed in thé country-~the Eagle or Tuskshoma party\and the
Buzzard or Union Party. The lest and main fi@t was whether
or not the Ipdian Territory  to become as & state, At times
there were riders formed and s»me trouble heppened and for
a while the pesople were very héstile but soon went back to
ndrmal.

I have told all I have seen and have known of my own
experience and in conclusion I say Ehat after 1 was married
in 1804, I became a member of the church and joined the
Oumberland Presbyterian Church, was ordained as minister in
1916, at Good Spring Church near Albion’cklahoma {the church
is not there snymore now), am a pastor of Osss Church, near
stigler, Oklshoma, Haskell County, Panther Creek{Kowi Bok),
Leflore County, Heka Bok {Gum Oreek), Latimer County near
Demon, Oklshomes . ‘
Typist's note-ee= 1 have corrected this manuscript as little

as possible, because Mr. Cole's Indian form of- exprossion gives
a distinct flavor to his account,



