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Field Workef's name  Bthel V. Eldex;

This report made on (date) _June 17 193 7

LY

Louis Phillip Bousmen

l‘o Name ,
)

2. Post Office Address Haurikn, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or location) _524 E, érggdwax Avepue
4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month Jenuary Day 24 Year 1850

¢ , .
S¢ Place of birth Richmond, Ceney County, Virginia

6. Neme of Father Joe H., Brusmen ° N Place of birth Caney County,
, ‘ Virginie
" Other information abéut father

7. “Neme of Mother _ Lizzie -==?  ° ' place of birth Pemnsyl-

venisa
Other information about mothsr :

Notes or complete narrative by the. field worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed, Rofer to Manual for susgested subjects
and questions, CoOntinue on blank sheets if nocessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of shcets attached N
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Interviewer, Ethel V. Elder,.
June 17, 1938.

Interview with' Louis Phill‘ip Bousmen,
fisurike, Oklahema.

. I was dorn January 24, 1855 et Richmond, Virginis.

I ceme to the plains of Texas with my pareqté in the
lémr:l.y days when I was just a little lad eand I do not know
very mucl;‘eabpnt the traveling at that time as I was so
naJk.l." I lived around _thero‘ until I was pﬁout sixteen years
old with first one then the other of friends as my people
died when I was small. ©

They czme to Oklshoms some time in ‘the early days. and
settled around the Osege and Cro;k Nation.

I went back to Texas wﬂith‘nano people and settled close
to the Boot Hill Cenetery, in Oldham County. ‘

I vas made appointed United States Deputy Mershal as -
soon u'I nas old enongh‘&xid I worked then for msny yesars in
Texas and some in the state of Oklshoma after I came bere. The
great outlam, Billy the Kid, surrendered his gun and horse at
the times of his first capture to me. The "Kid" killed hia
nra't men while working &s £ bell-hop a8t the age of fourteen
mu in Silver City, New Hexico.' I believe that was in

1876.
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. The Kid was givene bons of $5. 00 per herd for evety
_men he killed after he was turnad loose agamq Some - peaple. _
say that in those dsys I'was & true character of the popular
'.adyontn.re story "The Saga of Billy the Kid “ 1 nag deputy
unfer cld Put Garrett in Fort Summer for & long time. I heve
seen many more men die with their boots on in t'_he McSwen-
Murphy feud end in search for Billy the Kia‘ than any other
men my age, I guess. I 'éf married at Tascosa, 'I'Vexas, tifty-

w

aix yoHurs ‘ago end ceme to Oklehoma and settled close to

Y

" Fleetwood.
T . EERRY |
1 crossed Red River on & rerryboqg just ®uth of the
place where Terral is now; this ferryboet was o'ned and
opersted by a men named Dutch Jones, so they alweys called
.1t Jones' Ferry.
' TRAILS

The Old Chisholm Trail came along south of Terral and
ren elong elose to Fleetwowi. I-heve traveled this old trail
‘many times trailing saue outlan, and then I have herded cattle

some slong ‘the old trail.

RANCH HOUSE

The only ranch house which I remember close to Flestwood

wes up on Mud Creek and was owned by Bill feshington, and



“ many pot;plo used to cime to see the plece and 1t/mm1y was

-

“this plsce %o be vaterq:t_l. ‘This waa not very far from the

a,pretty place axi’d;_thc oune was & grSgt big house. I don't
remeiber how meany rooms fherov were in the houu'e._
, Watering Hole. N
Roy-Spredling and Porter Brothera owned th& Bast-K.¥W.

v
L 4

Tank Ranch. vThere was a ranch-house on this place but not
a8 very large one.

They had the only watering hole for the public that I

can think of; meny thousand heed of cattle were driven to

- A}

Claypool store.

© Salt Grounds.

© Mr. 70 L. Morgen would-bring out barrels of- saltand we
would ‘saw 't_llxan half in two and dury ﬁm doh 1% the ground
;o. the cattle could mot turn them over and breek up the
barrels. The Comenche Indians usaj to come down through there
for their horses to get sslt and ‘nt?r; g,_.gx'-aat bdunch of w 7
waild come together snd then after they let their horses have
all they wanted they would go an down to the Suggs Ranch ‘to.

see what they could find there. Thoi were always very nice

and pesceable end attended to their own business.

-



€

: | 499

' BOUSMAN, “LOUIS PHILLIP. INTERVIEW. 4684
b= .
v ¥
School .

B

" The “tirat school in this settlement was built by settle-
‘memt people. It was & log house not very, lerge, vas called
the Pr;i.rio Grove School and was used for a church house, too.
. Ve b%mght our supplies at Sugden, & man by the nams of - ’
Grogan fan a mrq@tile store, and some times .va would get ‘some
things at R;&n. ‘

Dr. Fike was the first dootor at Sugden.

* NOTE: .
There seems t0 be sone cunfusion in Mr,' B\sman's
story about "Billy the Kid"; dut other :parts of

his reminiscences have gome value and the manuscript
is included. ZEditor, .



