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Pionesxr Creek Indisn Women
Mrs. Muskogee Yargee Rosa

by
Susie Ross Martin

My mother, Mrs. Muskogee Yargee Ross, was borm
near the Cenadian River fifteen miles southwast of
old North Fork ‘Pom»in the Creek Nation, about 1844,
{exact date not known).

She was the daughter of Captain Checartah Yargee
and Millie McQueen. Her grandfather, Pster McQueen,
vae the son of Jamea Mcyuean, a Scotchman, who lived
among the Muskogees for ninety years and died at the
age of one hundred and twenty-eight.

Peter Moyueen married Betsy, daughter of Coionol
Ben Durant and Sophia MeGillivray., They had‘thres
daughters, Millie, Nanoy and Tallassme. Millie was
my grandmothsr. Yargee, aon of Big Warrior, married
all the McoQueen sisters,

Mother was the grand-niece of ltho noted Alexangder
¥eGillivray of the Muskogee, Creek, Seminole and Chicka-
mauga Cherokees. He was known as the "CGreat Alsxander *

and was said by authorities to be the most bdrilliamt
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man ever born on Alabama soil, He married Sehoy Marchand
of Hickory Town, who belonged to the %ind Clan.

. The MeGillivray name was introduced into the Mus-
kogee Country by a Scoteh lad, Lachlan McGillivray,
about 1736, The MeGillivray family belonged exclusively
to the Auskogees of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Country of
Alabama and was in no way connected with the Creeks in
Georgia.

Iachlan McGillivray opened & trading business and
became gquite wealthy. They had thres daughters. Sophia
married Hen Durant; Jesnette married LaClerce Milfort, e
noted Frenchman; and Sehoy married Colonel Tait of the
British Ammy. One son, Alexander, who bocame noted,
married Vicey Cornells, dsughter of Joseph Cornells of
South Carolina, a Premch Huguenot,

Captain Checartah Yargee and his wife lived in the
Muskogse Nation in Alabama until the Indians were foreibly
removed from their homes in 1838. My grandfather, Checartah
Yargse, was a man of wealth and when he cams weat to their
new home, brought his stogk and slaves to the new country

and gettled on the Canadian River near old North Fork Town.

They, %00, belonged to the Find Clan and Hickory uround
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Town ae 41d all their people in the old Haticn. One

of their little boys disd on the route westward. They
buried him by a big river of which they did not lmow the
neme (Misaissippi). 48 they were dringing their horses, t
they rode a greater part of the way on horsebasck. Ome
little boy, John, made the entire trip on horssback.

My grandfathef Yargee was ons of the largest slave
owners among the Muskogeea., As his rule was never to
gell or part with a slave he became the largest slave
owner smong his tribe,

It is said that his negro quarters had the appearance
of a amall town. He srected a church house for their ex-
clusive use and always gave them Saturdays end Sundays to
spand as they chose, but axpected all %o attend church};
He was a devout Raptist.

His family consisted of himself, his wife, two daughters,
Muskoges and Louise, and one son, John. As he was a full
blood and his wife a half«bread, little or no English was
spoken in the homes. My mother said the only Znglish woréis
she heard her father spsak were, *Dam; nigger” when his
persaonal servant failed to 4o as he was told. Thgy lived

in & large commodious house built entirely of logs as
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were all thp negro cabins. Eagh girl was given a personal
maid as soon as they passed young childh;od and ceasad to
require the services of a nurase.

Rose Qeaser, & big black woman who lived west of
Muskogee for many years, was my mother's maid and came
oceasionally to see her in after years,

¥other attended the little neigaborhood school and
learned to read snd write in 3nglish. She spoks tmglish
quite well but never forgot her native language.

During the Civil ¥ar a large number of the Muskogees
or Crecks, as the tribe became known in their wegtemn
home, moved to Yort Gibson in the Cherokee Nation for
protection from the rsvages of war. IV was there my
’ mq;her met and married my father, Mr. Joshua Roas, &
member of a praminent Cherokee family.

As was the custom of the Indians for the parsnts
to s;lect a huasband or wife for their children, hc was
their choice as a husband for her. As it was equally
agreaable to both of them, they were married in 1864
and lived happily to.zether until her desath in 1913,

My father was employed in the Suitler's stare in
Fort Gibson and they lived there until 1867 when thay

moved to Orand Saline and lived on a farm. Thelir first
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shild, Jose;h, was born end died in Fort Gibson, Ny
oldest sister, Rosalse, and myself were born at Graand
Salinas,

In 1871 when the WEKXT Railroad was building through
the Indian Territory, my father moved to the little
village on the prairie that{ had been named Muskogee in
honor of the iribe in whosge territory it was located.

Jn eoming here, father opensd a general mercantile stors
on the east side of the railroad at the intersection of
what is now Cherokese Streest and East Broadway. It was
known as the Red Front Store. As mother was, dy right
of blood, entitled to all the land she wanted, they se-
lecsed & strip lying directly east of the Katy Railroed
to where the Frisco tracks now are; sxtsnding north as
far as Callahan 3treet and south to Okmulgee Avenus,
They snclogsed it with a rail fence. The sireeis woere
mare roals leading to the ocountry. Mother said she
spsnt the first night in s 1ittle shack built of odd
pieces of lumber and dry goods boxes that answered for
2 hotel, Mr, and Mrs. Jsmes }itchell operated it as a |

boarding houss. It was located on the Katy Railrosd

just east of the tracks. Later, ir. and Ers. Mitchell

18
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moved ecross the tragks and ran a lerge hotel where the

Katy Station now stands, known as the Mitchell House.

It was known throughout the southwest for its good food,
Ky father built a little two room boxed house with

a shed room for a kitchen, on what is now Zast Broadway

in the six hundred block, and into that they moved with
their two little girls.

The prairie grass was so high that mother kept us
cloae at home for fear we might zet lost. I remember we
could only ses the tops of the mover's wagons as they
trekked across the prairie an their way to Texas,

My grandparents died acon after the close of the
Civil War and we children never knsw them. My Uncle
John Yargee married and had five daughters. ‘They still
live on Canadian River. ''wo of his daughters, Ross and
Jennis, attended school at Northfield, Massachusetts, in
1880, After moving to Muskogee, my older brother was
born and mother's time was chiefly taken up with the care
of her children. Aa she was young and inexperienced,
fathsr thought a book on ckild rearing migh} be of benefit
to her and he bought one. The only thing f:?amambsr her aay-

ing she learned from it was "never to punish & child when
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you were angry,” and she newver did. Often making uas
wait for hours before deciding just what to do, greatly
to our discomfort,
After the death of her sister, Louilse, she tooir her
two children, a boy and girl, and they lived with us until
the girl was married and the boy died in young manhood.
Mother knew all the Indian remedies ussd in siokness.
Ginsgng and Ball %illow were used in pnswmonie or winter
fever as they called it. Life Everlasting was also used
for colds. Peach lsaves pounded up were made into poultises;
Slippery Elm bark was used &a poultices ¢o reduce inflammation
and the water from it wap used 23 a drink for fevers. Soot,
taken from the chimmey, wonuld stop the flow of blood in ecase
of acoidenta., Mother knew a sscret way to cure Jaundice and
suceessfully cured a case on myself, She did not touch you
or do anything that you could detect dut all of & sudden I
wes over it. She said the secret could de imown to only
ons in the family but vromised to tell me, but never 444,
She had lsarned 0 eook when a young girl in her mother's
home and knew all the ways to prepare Indian dishes. She
made bine dumplings in dberry and wild grape seasons. Puska

was parchsd corn reduced to a powdsr that made a refreshing
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drink srd the Indisne all carried it when they went on
journeys, as it also asrved as a food. $olka was always
on hend., Bean &and eraogling bread was her favorite kind
of bread. As all Indiamns are, she was extremely fond of
fish and we had it often. She often %0ld us many Indian
cusloms; ons, the old burial custom of placing as many
belongings as possible in the casket{ with the person, of
dropping a spray of evergreen in the grave and always
every member of the family dropored a clod of dirt on the
sagkei. Hother ned the [ndisn fondness of preiiy olc
and was always well dressed when going out. As a housew
keeper and a mothsr of nine children, she was kept busy
but always had time to attend church. She was one of the
three ocharter members of First Hethodist RBpisocopal Thureh,
South. '

My father being a Cherokee sund connected wich several
prominsnt Cherokee fam{liea, mother begame acquainted with
them and regarded them as much her relation as her owmn -
psopls. She possessed the characteristio trait of the In-
diang, that of hospitality, and guests at our house were
always wslcoms no matter how numerous, GShe was generous

to a feult end no hungry man wes turnsd from her door unfed,
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even if ghe hed to cook en entire meal for him. Mother
had an unusual abtness for caring for the aick and wasa
constantly called upon in cases of illness as trained
nurses and hospitals were unheard of in that time in
this country.

When we children were old emough to care for our-
selves, she devoted more time to her church duties,
always attending missionary meetings snd contributing
generously.

She bhad a prof-ound »espssi 6 =5 fathsr an
fine intellect and education. She regarded him as the
head of the household as did 2ll Indien families regard
the husband and father, always giving her support to
snything he became interested in,

We lived at the same location in Muskogee from
1871 until 1913 when my mother died. The children were
all born there. After har death, father went to live
with my sister, Rosalee, Mrs., ¥illiem M. Miles at 118
North D Street, Muskogee, where he died Fsbruary 19,
1928.

Father and mother began housekeeping in a little

two room houge with a shed kitchen and as the family
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grew, a room was added as needed until we had an eight

" voom house with three long porshes that mede a delighte
ful place in which to live., A large grove of bsautiful
shade treep surrounded the houss., After the property
wag disposed of, the houge that had fallen into decay,
was moved off and nothing remeins to us btu¢ a pleasant
memory of our c¢hildhood hame, A three story brick apart-
ment house, number 615 East Brosdway, ocsupies part of

the lot »
s, Ross was s dsscendant of three of the most

rrominent families of the lMumkogee Tridbe i{n Alsbanma.

%itk {ntermerriage of the HeGillivray, Yargee and MoQueea
families, three of the most noted families of the tribe,
were linked together, without whose records in war amd
pesce the history of the Muskoges Tribe in Alabsma would

be sadly ingomplete.
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MoGillivray Family

Pester MeQueen, son of 0ld Jemes McQueen, the Scotchmen

Yarges,

who lived ninety years among the Ruskogees
and lived to be one hundred and twenty-
oight Yfears of age, married Bstsy the
dsughter of Col. Ben Dureant and Sophia

MoGidlivray.

Daughters:
Millie
Nansy
Tallasaee

son of Big Wearrior, Chisf of the Muskogees,
married all of the lioQueen sisters,

Muskogee Yargee, tho daughter of Millie married Joshua

CONCLUSION:

Rosa.,

Muskogse (Yargee) Ross, iz therefore a
great-grand-niece of General Alexander
¥eGillivray.

The MeGillivray family belongs exclusively
to the Muskogees of the Coosa and Tallapoosa
country of Alabama. In no way connectsd
with the Cresks of Georgia.

The following families are related to the
MeGillivray-Sehoy union:

MoGillivrays Minters
Durants Gidbsons
Yeatherfords Smiths
LeClere Milfors Yargees
Monae Walkers
MeGirte lewis
Cornells Heagher
Simpsons Gouges
waghingtons Stowarts
MoQueens Stiggins

Opuithli Yahola, Oseola, Tuckabatchee Micco,
Tuckabatches Harjo and other men of note were
connected with this noted family.
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Queen Ann, the daughter of the 014
Scotchman, James McQueen, married Mr.
Copinger a white trader at Kan~hutki
Town on the Tallaposa, and had a daugh-
ter, Polly Copinger, who married Billy
Powell, the little Englishman, and be~
came the mother of Assi Yahola of Oseola.
Oseola left the Muskogee country upon
reaching manhood, going to FPlorida snd
becoming War Chief for the Seminoles.
Oseola was % Muskogee, 3/4 Scotch-English.

For more information on MeGillivray, refer

to Pickett's History of Alebama, Hallibut's
Creek 7ar, Woodward's Reminiscences, Garriers'
History of Louisiana, Jones' History of
Georgie, Stiggins' History of the Muskogees
and Dr. John Swanton's History of the Creek
Indians and Their Neighbors.

This was submitted by T. J. Msagher,
Tulsa, Oklahama,
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The son, Alexander:

Married Vicey Cornells, %the
daughter of Joseph Cornells
from South Carolins, a French
Huguenot. Or the death of

Chief MoGillivray, Vicey married
7Zasck MeGirth of the Tory~-English

Vicey ~ornslls: Had three brothers: George
Jemes (Noted
T. 8. Scout)
Dave (Ifa
Tustunnugee)

Hed two siaters: Lucy (Mrs. Jno.

Kean)
Sepoya (Mrs. ¥ad
Dog's Son)
Sapoysa (¥rs. Capt.
Talker)

Geor:ze Cornells:
Yas the father of Alaxander Cornells,
Ass't. U. S. Agent and National In-
terpreter.

Dave Cornells or Ifa Tustunnugee, was the father of
the noted QOpuithli Yahola,

Alexander Cornells:
Married the Big Woman, daughter of
Big Warrior of the Tuckabatchee
tribe and head chief of the Muskogees.

Yargee} Son of Big War~ lor married Millie
MoQueen.,

Mus kogee Yargee:
Daughter of Yargse and Millie MoQueen
married Joshua Ross.
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8ehoy:

Children:

t

MoGillivray Pamily

Daughter of Capt. Marchand of the French
Garrison at Fort Alebema, married Lachlem
MoGillivray, youmg Scobtchman,

gehoy, married Col. Tait of the British

Army. Sohia, married Col. Bemjg. Durant

of South Carolins,

Sehoy's second hughband - Charles Weathsrford,
Zngliah trader,

Jsanet, married LeClersc Milfort, Napoleonac
Frenchman,

¥eGillivray Family

¥cGillivray, as a family neme was introduced
among the Muskogeea of the Tallapoosa snd Coosa
river country, by a run-away Scotch lad from
Seotland, about the year 1736, He found his
way to the Muskogee country, met pretty little
Sehoy, daughter of French Captain Marchard amd
his fu}}-blood Muaskogee wife (call her squaw,
if it es you feel betier). He married the
cirl, opsned a trade smong the Muskogees and
became wealthy,

Lachlan MoGillivray and Sehoy had three daughters
and one gon, the Great Alexander of the Muskogees,
Creeks, “eminoles and the Chicamauga~Cherokess.

The Daughters: Sophia, married Col. Ben Duremt.
Jeanst, married Le Clerc Milfc.t,
noted Frenchman.

Sehoy, married Col. Tait of the
British Army.

Sehoy, married a second time to
Col. Charles Weatherford, an Eng-
lighmsn, who was the father of
Filliam Weatherford or Red Zagle
of Cresk war note.



