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BILLY, SIHMON. INTERVIEW. - 7360,
Gomer Gower,
iﬂ;::?%friém.
' An Interview With Simon Billy,
Wister, Cklahom.

The subject of this sketeh, Simon Billy,s full-
blood Choctaw Indisn, can approximots his uge only as it "
is related to the War between the States, as he was more
than half grown at its close in 1865,

He specks the Enzlish language fluesnily whem hs so
desires. .

It was leamed that Simon Billy has led a very active
life) that he played a prominent part during ths period
Just prior to statebood. He served as Deputy Sheriff at
thes time Noah Fulsom was County Judge of Sugar Loaf County
and was, according to those ;ho mew him at that time, a
most fearless officer.

The capital of Sugar L County was located at a
po.nt about four miles sou ¢t of the present vi.llage of
Summerfield a region about seven miles west of LeFlore on
the Frisco Railway.

Upon the construction of that railroad in 1886, this

section enjoyed an activity in the making of railroad ties
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‘and the r.aufacture of lumber which brought with it
rumberisss nmem of qiestionabls character, nho were wont
to scoff at law and order. 7The vhite men ~{ that period
in the Indian Territury on joyed an Lizmunity from arrest
and ™unishment which did not cxﬁend to the Indian citizeas.
They were no! amemable to the tribal laws as were the
- Inddian citizens, A violrtion of the Federzl laws, such as
the introductica 22 intoxicatin: liquor and other felonious
acts which cass direcily under the Jurisdiction of the
Upited States Ccurt at I'art Smith, Arkansas, were the only
offences for which a non citizen could be prosscuted. N5
provision had been‘mad;'to géal with miadamaaﬁérs ouch as
carrying concealed wsapons, fishting, gaming, petty larcemy
otc. This state of affairs, very naturally 1lent itselfl
admirably t> the srcvth and sj;read »f a disorderly and
vicious condition with which th: local officers, such as
’Simon Billy was, found it Q}fficult.to copes
The introduction of liruor was et cnce ;rafitabdle, und
destructive of gcod morals; it was profitable Yo the peddiaq
but when conswue g ﬁTZnted the seed frcm which major crimes
would grow, whick, in typp, Mould require the best efforts

of the officers to curde
F 3
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Simon  very modestly disclaims such honors as
thoos to which his many acts of heroism alht lay claim
and 1is content in ths feelins that he diascharsed the
duties of his nffiecn In 2 maaner satisfactory to these
who thus honored him in extendins to him the appcintmaent.

At t! 'z tire Simou NJ1ly is livin~ quietly at home,
his only diversion‘beinr an occasional trip to Poteau,
Wister or Heavensr -siride his nouse-colcred Indian pony
which he *as owvnod and ridien fcr a number of years.

He is v:pery,t&l]_, wall over six faeet {n hei:zht and
his appesiranqe -n his pony, about fourteen hands ia
height, is remind,&‘al of that period in the Indian Terri-
tory when h:rses:of mor e thaﬂ‘fourtaen Lanés in height
wers Ilare. “’{is 1@93 exten? well bHelow the bady cf the
‘snimal; in frct, nearl- to the ~rcund; stirrup-fendsrs,
such as wer- usad in the nld dnys, weuld, in this case,

create & ridicvlous anpsarance,



