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J . IndimePioneer History

" / Y was born near Vinita, Oklahoma, July 15, 1888,

;
{

‘the son of Stephan Bluejacket. The Shawnee Indians were

/ :
/ divided {nto seversl classes or sets, or olans, and we
/ . // 1

/| /were known as the Loyal Shawnces. This nams was acquired

| our attitude townrd the United States rmment, in
f t ¥ slways were willing to cooperate with them in
oirrying out any plan they thought best rbr/ us, We were
willing to acquire the habits and to oonfo! to the customs
of the white man. Our people never caused the Government
any trouble, : | / _
My people cumes west to Kansas ab&ut 1832, They
80l1d their land in Ohio and were given,;land in Xansas,
not so far west o; Kansas City., They remained in Kansas
for thirty-five or forty yeais, but when the game became
/a;;;e they decided to move 6;:. An agreemont was reache
od wheredy all the Shawnses sold %éheir land at the um,/;
time, and bought. hesdrights in the Cherokee NHation, cai;ing
into the Territory in 1871, 4All :or our people, sbouf eight
hundred in all, settled in the ngrthern part of the ’chag.-o-
kee Nation, my family settling near Vinita, Ky uncle, Rev-
ereud Charles Bluojanlzz was Chief of the Shawnses when
they left Xansas and moved. to the Territory, and for quite
a whils thereafter, Hs was Chief in fact, and not just in

form, as he had to sign all treaties and all papers involwed
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ved in the trensfor of ti{tle to land and leases.

The railroad ran through his land and the
station, and tomn of AJjusjacket wexrejamed for my
unsle. BHe, ioo. was a regdher, Phyaically, he
was & fine speoiman, uqﬁgguo-ted for his %ime,
earried hm.;r erect, was 'ux feot tall and weigh-
ed two hundred poundse. He had six sons, all six
feet or over, and who averaged two hundred pounds
in weight, He was active in the reoligions, political
and fraternal life of the people. He was a Thirty-
Sstond Dogr« Hason. His interest in his peopls, as
their Chief and leamder, caused him to make numerous
trips to fashington. In all, -he made nine tripa.
Some were made as a delegate on .some commission and
others merely to ask or demsnd samething for his
people, trcn.the Great White Father, He meds ons
trﬁ) by water, BHe, and several other Shawnees {ravel-
ing as his companions, dreassed themselves as "Bucks"
ard got canoces, and went via tho Arkansas and Hiss-
issippl Rivers to Hew Orleans, where they toaok an
ogean vessel to Washington. They, of oourse, caused
s sensation in Mashington, in thei r native Indian gard.

Unocle Charley was bdburied at the cemstery at Bluejacket.

The plot of ground for that.purposs was given by him

S PH
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from his land. He was eighty-six when he died, The
cemstory is well kep$, and the cpzef's grave properly
marked. He was Chief until S;jbatohood,.
/

Ky early life was such as all Shawnee doys of
that Sime. Ue lived in log houses, as all others daid.
Hunted and fished in season, reised some corn to make
bread nth\iand enjoyed life.

Some of my early schooling was at the Willio Hal-
sell College at Vinita, I went there in 1893, #ill
Rogers was a student there that year, and at thdt time
and age was full oﬂﬁm and misclﬁet. 1 know he was
always talking out loud in school, chewing gum, and
throwing paper wads. He was good with a rope then, and
a splendid rider. %e had to watch him olouly.whon‘n
went in swimaing, as he would often slip out and tie knots
in our clothes.

There at night, we would play "Bnn Sheep Run", and
run and hide gomes, ¥{ll was the bdest runner in the bunch,
80 good, in faot, that we named him &bpit" B‘ogera, and he
was known as "Babbiit” from then on to his {utimate friends.

In 1804 I went to Carlisle, where I luyvd three
years. I went tQ school there threc years, completing the
twelfth greds. I k up basedball, and after leaving

_Carlisle I played\professional basedell for eight years,

L]
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I knew Jim Thorps, personally, and APoy Barner was
the football comch at Carlisle whan I was there. Chief
Bander was there ai the time I (;ftondod. I imew a lot of
Indfan athletes of thas time. My hodby now is making
Indian Eiinting dows end arrows, |

My mother wes part French,

I will tell you how our people acquired the name
of Hluejacket. I% was during YXW or prior to, the
Revolution. When the Frenoh and British were fighting
over the Texritory, of ocourse each side got as many
Indians on their side as possidble, Our people wers allies
of the French, so, during this war there was a Frenshman
xwxdhn Sweringer, the ancestors of the noted railroed
brothars, who came to our village, the villago of my peo-
ple. ©a ocame as a friend und;mn?otruidly that our people
ook him in, und made him a member of our tribe. after he
had married a Sixamoe maiden, BEe v'aa a Mrench soldier and
wvore s blue coat, or jacket. This was socething new to
our people, and they called him Bjuojackes., After that,
our family took $he newe of Eluejaokes,, frcw :he/&aau of -
the French soldier, who was an ancestor of my mothers.

Our meeting grounds are at ﬁhﬁe Oak HEills, west

of Yinits. I used to attond stomp dances here years-
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ago, and this place even now is occasionally used. Ny
fathar was present at lawrense, Xanses, and saw the
inntrtli Gang set fire %o ths tom,

In ny sarly days ths owner of the largest herd of
cattle arcund Vinita was Will Halsell, Hs had as many
as thirty thousand hogd. All '!D'Qp.m ranze there and 1
don't‘knov how meny acres he 4id graze. The cattle A
would get mixed up with other rancherss ogstle, tut at
\tho roundup, their brand !onid show ;hoir owaership and
each rancher's cowhands would ocu$ out his cattlo.

¥inita; of course, in the early days was the term-
inal of ého railroad and our trad{ng place, !herg'wero
1o other tovﬁa of any size around, People would come in

on the train to Vin{ta and scattef out over the Territery.
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