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My father’'s name was John S. Blalack. He
was born nesr Dellas, Texas , and died at the ege
of xix%y years and was buried in an early qﬁy
burying plece that was then called Content in the
'Sgato of Tgxan. I do not know whotg;r this settle-
ment still exists or not.
¥y mother's name is Selley Maockey Blalack and
she is 86 years of age, she now lives with me.
Ky brother end myself came to the Indian Ter-
ritory to thet part calloq Gaines County in those
days. I was eighteen yearalold wﬁgﬁ we oame and my
brother was twenty. Ve settled on Limeatone Prairie, ~
\ stopping with & mgn by the neme of Denton, who had
\been living in this part of the country for sometime, . .

\ .
hia place was located about nine miles west snd a

;\ttlb south of where Wilturton i{s now located,

i1

\‘ My, Denton was a renchmsn reising lots of live-
ltoék. He hed varried an Indian in this country after
he hé@ dettled here, and had spplied to ths Indian
Dopartﬁent for what waes known then as intermarried
Choctew oitizenship which would entitle him and all
children born to him and his Indian wife the same -

: : £
rights as the full-blood to hold lsnd in theé?Chooctaw
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My brother, Joe Blglack, married the oldest
daughter of Mr, Donton.’ He then put his application
4n to the Indien Department end was received ss an
Intermarried oitizen Lr the Choctaw Tribe, This '
entitled hinm aﬁd allhchiidran to all the Indian
privileges in the way of possession of land.

Along about the year 1885 a party of men
from i4inneapolis, linneaots, ouma,to this ocountry
on a wild turkey hunt. I got acqueinted with one of
the men by the ana of Edwerd D. Chadick who was
looking for ell the outeroppings of coal.around in
this county.

This party of men had come ¢o McAlester on
the new railgoad which had just passed through that
part of the‘bountry called the M,X.& T R. Re éo.,
and they had gottcn)acquainted with » aeftlor by T
the name of J, T, HQAletor. Sometims later the town
of XoAlester wss called by his name, Thia T Te Mc;
Alester qlso'waa an intermerried citizen of the
Chocta'/4ribe. After the M,X, & T, Railroad hed
‘come a%Ang there, MoCurtain staked off some land

for hiifﬂbme, built his house and started to dig

/
!
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pfa a well. After they had dug this well part of
, 0£ the way, they osme upon & large vein of cosl,
| end of course this man Mr. Chedick was notified
sbout this. Mr. Chadick located a lot of cosl
outeroppings around where Wilburton now ig, end
the 1dea came %o him that if 1% wers possible to
vgetet reilroed built through this country, it
would be a great thing in the movement of the coal.

8o after the turkey hunt was over, Mr, Chadick
went:to Philadelphia. In those deys that was the
great headquarters for reilreads. 'ge explained his
findings in this Indien sountry to men of that city.
The Lehigh Reilroad Compeny of Philadelphis financed
¥r, Chadioks A campeny was organized in the year
of 1888 and Mr. Chadick drought back to this counﬁry
a party who made s survey of the prospective reilroad
righteof-way, The prospect of this rsilroad and the
finding of coal was the resson for the location of
what {8 now Wilburton,

The original name of this railroad was the
C#octaw, Oklshoms & Gulf Reilroad which later was
cAanged to the Rookhlnland. As best 1 rememdber, this

road went through this county in the yesr of 1890,
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-and 1t was opé?h&ed then from shet is now called
Wister to what is now called South YcAlester., There
socmed to be a great mrgument with the department
sbout these men being granted the ;nvilege for this
right~ofewsy 60 these men just ren their road two
miles or possidbly not cuite that fer, from what wes
then MoAlester end made their stop, This of course
made snother settlement spring up sround this new
station, Therefors we now have whet you would call
twq tomns. The first one, or the old town, was
called North MoAlester and the new town was -named
South McAlester. These names:exist todey.

The Choctaws hed what they called the Choctaw
Governor's home and council house, I irve found ia

Vb \ )
my experience that this first council house was built

along in the year of 1862, It\vai located on a high

hill, they called Council Hill, about two and one-helf
mles east of where Red Osk, Oklsehoms, is now located.

There were three MeCurtain brothérs 11ving hers then

these brothers were reasonadbly educated Before they
hed left the south. They were Jackgdn MeCurtain, the

oldeat one, Edmond McCurtain, 555 Oreen Mccuit’yﬂ.nthn g
o /
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youngeéste All three of these Choctaws were elected
gas GCovernor of the Choctaw tride.

The last Indian eslection was in 1894 vwhen Green
¥aCurtain was in the race for the Choctaw governorship
The Choectew Tribe wes divided in those days in two
parties, celled the Progressive and the Non-Progressive,
end Creen MoCurtain was at the head of the Progressive
perty. The NoneProgressivec were sgeinst the Territory
being accepted for statehood snd were ageainst the white
settlors coming into the territory. There was a lot
of dissatisfaction emong the tribe in those Qdeys.

Great crowds of shese two clans would get together
and travel over the territory end even shoot and kill
any opponent working .gaigit ther, Meny deaths re-
sulted from these fights.The 0ld Federal Judge Parker
of Port Snith had to send a regiment of soldiers from
the Port to stop so much killing.

Yhen I was & young mean going through this county
and working where I could mske a little money, the
Choctews who lived all ove} the cowmty in snell cedins,
did not have mnything much to say. They would talk
to you very little, even though you could gpesk end

understand their lenguage. About &ll they wuld do
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was just grunt.

Whon you came to one of their csbing at meal time
you were never asked to come in thc/ Bouss end cat. If
you wanted to eat or were hungry, you just 4&i semounted
end went in the cadbin and sst down and ate with the
Indien family, Nothing wes said a; the meal, This was
whst the Chootews expected you to 4do.

The Choctew Indians were all generally honest,
%hen the tradera-cams through the Ylation to trade
with the Indians, bhoy a1ways carried gold or silver ’
in large aaddle pooket;~aa'thc Indians would not accept
anything for peymont, ogly this kind of money. There
were no banks or any place of roney deposit in those
dsys and the stock duyers just carried their money in
wvhat they called saddl; pockets and when they mpent
the night et some Indien's oadin, they Jjust pulled their
saddle pockets off and placed them on the floor under
their dbeds At no time did I ever hear of any of the
Indians in $his county ever steeling emy ot/%fador'a
money or rodbing him,

Yhen a wi:ite settler married an Indien woman, 1t
was neceasary for the vhite man to securs twelve names

of Chootaw Indian citizens gnd send them o the hesd
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office of the Indien Departnent. This also hed to

be signed by the Indism Judge and the marrisge must
|
be done by the Indiem Judge. After hias 2pplication \

wes socepted by the Department, he immediately decame

i

s
wheat was known in those days as an intermarried

Choctaw Citizen and his privileges were the same as
a fulldlood in allotmente. \
My grandfather's name was Andrew Mackey. He had

been to California to the Gold Rush in about the year

of 1848 and he was on his way home or back to this
ocounty and the Indian Territory and was almost home
when the stage coach team ran awaye. This heppened at Y
the top of a large mountain celled Mountain station.

This stage station was located about ten or eleven 1
miles southwest of where Wilburton is now located where k ’
all stages éhat ran on the through road from Fort Smith |
to the Texas Border had to a;op for food and water,

As they started down this mountain, the team ran asway

and my grandfather ; killed in the smash, He was

baried in the Mountain Station burying plece. This

was during the year 1858, The people who live around

in these mountaing still use this old burying place now,

This place is one of the oldest landmarks in the whole

county.



