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My father's name was John S. Blalack. He

was born near Dalles, Texas , and died at the ego

of Klxty years and was burled in an early day

burying plaoe that was than celled Content in the

State of Texas* I do not know whether this sett le*

ment s t i l l exists or not*

My mother*s name i s Salley Hackey Blalack and .

she i s 86 years of age» she now l ives with me*

My brother end myself came to the Indian Ter-
ritory to that part called Oalnes County in those

\ '

\ days* I was eighteen years old when we oeme and my

\ brother was twenty* we settled on Limestone Prairie,

\ stopping with a mm by the nans of Don ton, who had
been Hying in this part of the country for sometime*

\
His plaoe was located about nine miles west and a

l \ t t l e south d¥" where Wilburton Is now located*

Mr* Danton was a ranchman raising lots of l i v e -

stock. He had carried an Indian in this country after

he had settled here, and had applied to the Indian

Department for whot was known then as intermarried

Choc tew c i t i ton ship which would ent i t le him and a l l

children born to him and his Indian wife the same -

rights as the full-blood to hold lend in th«PChoctaw
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My brother, Joe Blalack, married the o ldes t

daughter of Mr* Denton* He then put h i t application

in to the Indian Department and was received aa an

Intermarried c i t i z e n of the Choc tan Tribe. This

e n t i t l e d him and a l l children to -all the Indian

p r i v i l e g e s in the way of possession of land*

Along about the year 1885 a party of men

from Minneapolis, Minnesota, came to t h i s country

on a id Id tuxkey hunt* I got acquainted wita one of

the men by the name of Edward D* Chadick who was

looking for a l l the outvroppinga of coal around i n

t h i s county.

This party of nen had come to UoAleater on

the new rai lroad which had just passed through that

part of the country ca l led the M.K.& T. R. R. Co. ,

and they had g o t t e n acquainted with % s e t t l e r by

the name of J* J. UeAlester* Sometime l a t e r the town

of McAlester was ca l l ed by h i s name* This J." J« Vc-

Alester a lso was an intermarried c i t i z e n of the

Choctaw Tribe. After the M*K* & T. Railroad had

come along there, WcCurtain staked off aonte land

for hls^nome, b u i l t hia house and s tarted to dig
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hi* a well* After thay had dug this well part of
//

of the way, they oeme upon a large Yein of coal,

end of courat thla man Mr* Chadlok waa notified

about thla* Mr, Ohadlok located a lot of ooal

outoroppinga around where Wllburton now i s t and

the Idea oame to him that i f I t were possible to

gete.a railroad built through this country, i t

would be a great thing in the movement of the coal .

So after the turkey hunt waa over, Mr. Chad!ok

wenttto Philadelphia. In those daye that waa the
/

great headquarters for railrteda* He explained hie

findings in this Indian country to men of that c i ty .

The Lehigh Railroad Company of Philadelphia" financed

Pr, Chedlok« A eoopeny waa organized in the year

of 1888 and Mr. Chadlek brought baok to thla country

a party who rode • aurrey of the proapeotive railroad

rlght*of-w«y« The proapect of thia railroad and the

finding of coal waa the reason for the location of

what i t now Wllburton.

Th* original name of thia railroad was the

Chootaw, Oklahoma & Gulf Railroad which later waa

changed to the Rock Ialand. As beat I remember, this

road went through this county in the year of 1890t
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and It was operated than from what la now called

Wiater to what la now called South t'cAleater* There

seemed to be a great "argument with tha department

about these men being granted tha privilege for this

right-of-way ao these man just ran their road two

miles or poosibly not quite that far, from whet waa

than VcAlester and mads their atop* Thia of oourao

made another settlement spring up around this new

station. Therefore we now have whet you would oall

two towne* The f irst one, or the old town, was

celled North WcAleeter and the new town wma named

South McAleater* These names* e U s t today*

Tha Choc taws had what they called tha Choc taw <

Governor's home and counoil houae, I l*«,vf> found lti *'

my experience that this f i r s t counoil house waa built

along in tha-year of 1862* I t was located on a high

h i l l , they called Council Hi l l , About two and on a-half

miles east of where Had Oak, Oklahoma, I s now located.

There were three McOurtaln broth^re l iving here than

who had come to the Territory with tho Choc tew Tribe,

vhen they were moved hare froa^tho south* All of

these brothers were reasonably educated/before they

had l e f t tha south* They were Jackson UcCurt̂ dta, tho

oldeat one, Sdmond McCurtaln, an/ Green MoCurtaln, tha
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youngest. All three of these Choc t a w were e lec ted

ea Governor of the Choctew t r i b e .

The l a s t Indian e l ec t ion was in 18Q4 when Green

ifeCurtain was in the race for tb* Ohoctair governorship

The Choctaw Tribe waa divided in those days In two

p a r t i e s , ce l l ed the Progressive and the Ron-Progressive,

and Green MoCurtain was at the head of the Progressive

painty. The Non-Progressives were against the Territory

being accepted Tor statehood and were against the white

s e t t l e r s coming into the t e r r i t o r y . There was a l o t

of d i s sa t i s fac t ion ai&ong the t r ibe in those days*

Groat crowds of these two clans would get together

and travel over the t err i tory end even shoot end k i l l

any opponent working against them. 2ieny deaths r e -

sulted from these fights.The old Federal Judge Parker

of Port Snith hod to sand a regiment of so ld i er s from

the Fort to atop so touch k i l l i n g *

When I wea a young nan going through t h i s county

and working where I could make a l i t t l e money, the

Cboctews who l i ved a l l over the county In sna i l cabins ,

did not have anything ouch to aay» They would talk

to you very l i t t l e , even though you could speak and

understand the ir language* About a l l they would do
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was just grunt.

Vfhon you come to one of their cabins et meal time

you wore never asked to corce in ttoe/houee and «at. If

you wanted to eat or ware hungry, you Juat dismounted

end went In the cabin and aat down and ate with the

Indian family. Nothing was aaid at the meal. This was

what the Chootawa expected you to do*

The Choctew Indiana wero al l generally honest.

When the traders came through the Nation to trade

with the Indiana* they always carried gold or s i lver

in large saddle poofceta. as- the Indiana would not accept

anything for payment, only this kind of money* There

were no banks or any place of money deposit in those

days and the stock buyers Just carried their money In

what they called saddle pockets and whan they spent

the night at some Indian's cabin, they Just pulled their

saddle pock eta off and placed then on the floor under

their bed. At no time did I ever hear of soy of the

Indiana in this count/ erer steeling any ol/tradar'a

money or robbing him*

When a white set t ler married an Indian woman, i t

was necessary for the *hite man to secure twelve naaes

of Choctew Indian citizens and send then to the head
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office of the Indian Department* This also had to

ba signed by tha Indian Judge and. the marriage xnuat

ba dona by tha Indian JUdga* After hi a application \

wea accepted by the Department, he Immediately became

what wai known in those days aa an intermarried

Ohoctew Citizen and hi a priTilegaa were the same as

a fullblood in allotment* \
\

My grandfather*a name waa Andrew Maekey. He had
\

bean to California to tha Gold Ruah in about tho year

of 1848 and ha vaa on hia way home or back to thia i

county and tha Indian Territory and waa almost home

when tha atage coach team ran away* Thia happened at

the top of a large mountain called Mountain itatlon.

Thle ataga station waa located about ten or eleren ;

mi lea aouthweat of where Wilburton la now located where

all atagea that ran on tha through road from Fort Smith

to tha Texas Border had to atop for food and water*

Aa they started down thia mountain, the team ran away

end my grandfather waa killed in tha anaah* Ba waa

buried in the Mountain Station burying place* This

waa during the year 1868* The people who liva around

in these mountains still use thia old burying piece now* '

Thia place la one of tha oldest landmarka in tha whole

county*


