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Lenna M. Rushing, F ie ld Worker
Indian-Pioneer His tory
May 19, 193?

Stacey Matlock, Fullblood Pawnee
Indian, Pawnee, Oklahoma.

I was born in Oklahoma s i x t y - s i x years ago in

1871, and spent my boyhood in the Pawnee Reservation

in the v i c i n i t y of Skedee.

I Qid a lo t of hunting and f i s h i n g , as moat

boya did a t tha t t ime, -^'here was p len ty of game,

and we were always successful in bringijxg down as

many animals and b i rds as -we wanted. Along the

banks of 3ear Creek was a favor i t e hunting ground

of mine, beceuse game was so abundant there*

The Sac and Foxes and Pawnees have been f r i end ly

for a very long t ime. I remember when I was a very

small boy the time when the Sec and Foxes saved the

Pawnee's l i v e s . Most of our t r i be had gone out on

a hunting t r i p . While we were camped a t r i b e of

western Indians came upon us and s t a r t e d a b a t t l e .

£e were outnumbered ten to one, and defeat was c e r t a i n .

A war p a r t y of Sac and Foxes heard of t h i s and

rushed immediately to our a id , and i t wasn ' t long

u n t i l the western t r i b e had been defeated.

War p a r t i e s have since been d iscont i lued,

beceuse of the invasion of the whi t e s . Then i t was

common for the braves of the t r i b e to go out armed
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with old-fashioned muskets and muzzle-loaders.

The l a s t t r i p the t r ibe made was over near

Skedee about f i f ty-f ive years ago* After that the

tovmlots at Pawnee were opened up, and Indians

star ted moving to town and around the Agency.

One of the t r i b e ' s ceremonial dances has ceased

altogether, tha t i s the Ghost Dance. The;® were

conducted in what i s called a sod house, and the

l a s t one that I took part in was about forty-five

years ago.

Th$#s are very few sod houses l e f t , two thet 1

know of, both of which ere locsted on Pewnee Bi lVs

land.

To make the framework of these houses, four

logs approximately two and a half feet in diameter

and ten fse t high were hewn out, also four logs

one and one-half feet in diameter and the same

h 9.ght as the other poles . These were placed in a

c i rc le , the smaller pil"!ars in between the larger

o.es a l t e rna te ly . Each of the p i l l a r s was forked

so that beams could be la id on them and t ied into

position, with slippery elm s t r ing . Branches were

tied onto the r a f t e r s and around the sides in an
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.open lattice-work fashion* Then mud was put on over

t h i s , followed by twigs* A second coat of mud and

twiga followed t h i s , and after that a layer of sod,

!Phe door feced the east and was oval in shape,
/

looking very much l ike the opening to a cave*

In the center were four poles comprising

the f i replace.

The pawnees made these sod houses, because

they lived more on the p ra i r i e than in the woods, and

i t was simpler for them to make*


