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1 .
OF A PIOKBBB HEKilClAH Aa TOLD BT DGOfBOR XSSSB LEE BLAKJS&JRS.

Qiven to Miss Ella M. Hobinaon
Field iorkar* S . P . A .

X waa bom at Greenwood , Arkansas, **ey 26, 1808. X attended private

sohoola in agr native town until X waa old enough to enter college. stan X

entered Faery IsBenry College in Virginia. Having deolded on «y l i f e work X

tittered a sad leal no spit e l and training college at Ueaphla, Tennessee. On

plating the course there X entered Vanderbilt University at Nashville, *enneseee

where X graduated 1A 188ft. Coming baok to ny native state X Joined the staff of

physicians at the Little Hook Hospital for. the insane where X stayed for five

years. Then 1 waa obfjeaaed with the idea that ay eorvloee were greatly needed in*

Indian Territory and that tha people there trould be the loaer i f X did notr go to

thvie xeilff . X no doubt waa led by attractive atorlea told of the undeveloped

Territory and the poss ib i l i t i es for a young dootor. X decided to try Jtfuskogec ee *

a future location. That waa in October of 1898. Aa Kuakogee had had no oooaaalon

for a building boom i t waa impossible to a, our* an off ice . X at once called upon

*>r. Francis k. * i t e , who was a fount doctor then and had established a fine

practice, both aa a eergeon and a general practitioner* He cordially invited s e

to share hie off ice, w leh waa located on Second and fidwy. on the ground floor.

He was ay friend then and has been during the years since. He extended ae every

oourtoay and X assisted him lnhis work aoooapanyirg hin on his viaita and attending*

his patients when he was called away. X took t™ seals at different restaurants

for a while and then joined the Baohlor'a Club. That waa. an organisation composed ol

young men who were compelled to board. The building in which we took our meals
[ x

stood where the English "look now stands and waa under the supervision of Uien

Ean» Larson. X roomd at tha office where) X sas on duty at night aa well aa day*

^ur off ice houra wave £4 hours a day* In ^pril of 180S Dr. ' i t e and I foraed a



BLAKEUDRE, JES3E LEE. INTERVIEW

• , • 3 8 7 8-

over their father's work and th Fit* Cllnlo was forced in 1919. I have continued

in praotioe elone si no© that time.

Iti*s a long journey from those days up to the present tins when the doctors

have high powered oars that go at 60 miles en hour over hard surfaced roads, well

equipped hospitals, and the latest iaprovejdL instruments with which to work*

The streets of Muakogee were really of mud and tta a team hitched to a boggy

could bog down on Main street. There were no bridges over the streams, and in tinea

of high water we rode horse back and plunged in and swam across the reek to v is i t

out patients often getting wot to our waists. Often the country roads would#become

impassable and we had to travel in a light two wheel' gig and oarry our instruments
Si

as a buggy was too heavy for the frosen n» Idy roads. There were no nurses here

none nearer thai Ft. -frith. *11 assistance in oases of Illness was given by the

families end neighbors. There were no hospitals oo a l l aurgioal work was done in

the horns'. The patient stretched out on the kitchen table, by flickering coil o i l

lamps held perhaps, by the unsteady hands of sone me ber of the family. Our prac-

tice extended to a radius of GO miles. The long trips often necessitated staying

all night at the homes of the patient, sleeping,or trying to, on cold uncomfortable

bed8. Such a thing as considering it a hard l i fe never occurred to either of us.

Pneumonia, malaria, typhoid fever were the most coanon diseases, apidemios of a l l

sorts came periodically, ymall pox being the aoat dr aded# there-was no board of

" health than and unruly peoplf who persisted in spreading the disease had to be

| handled by the town oarshal. Babies persisted in making their advent into the «orld

jftnder the moat seemiirgly unfavorable conditions. Xn-.^ta# covered wagons, squ

huts they gave their f irst cry. However they r l l lived and did well KJC regardless
r c

of the fact they had only a thin canvas between them and the cold world. Doctor

?ite , at that t ime, was appointed surgeon for the if.KA.T railroad and 1 was hie
assistant. Cal ls from end of the d i v i s i o n at itiraons, to the other end a tc
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Thar* were no ambulance* here and in case a patient had to be no rod a bed

spring In the bottoa of a ft»na wagon with & mat trees on I t was the mean* by which

they were moved. X reca l l one inoter.ee of successful surgical work done under

rather unpromising oond:tlonc* Mr. Tom -rnith of Huekogee, (aftorwarda ^ayor) end

some friends, started t o Venn's -eke a popular fishing resort e t that time, to

spend tne night and f i e h . On the way oyer, driving through the woods in the dark,

they ran over a stoop and overturned the surry and broke Mr. f a i t h ' s l eg . They

carried him t o the nearest far* house and ctme for me. On the way over, driving in

the dark, .1 struck a stump in the middle of the road and broke a singletree* A

l i t t l e thing l ike that was nothing wo worry about. The horse had a nice long . t a l l

end 1 simply tied the horse's t a l l to the doubletree and went on. < hen I had

c.).., ietcd set t ing the bone, the qu at ion arose ea to how to got h: to town, with-

out the Injured l eg being put in a c a s t . Not" be ing able to s u n l y a cast at that

tx e , 1 took a p a l i n g o f f the farmer** yard fence and fas tened the broken l e g to i t .

The plank was l e f t on u n t i l the bone was thoroughly k n i t t e d . In 1899 when a

terr ib le smallpox epidemic swept over the Creek N a t i o n , 1 was put in charge o f t h e
<•

quarantine work in the western part o f the Creek N a t i o n . In 1396 we brought the
/ under

f i r s t X-ray raaohine t o J&iskogee and did s e v e r a l op e r e : ion a wdrtt i t . In 1897 we
/

opened a pr ivate h u o t i t a l in t h e SOO block on ^outh Main in a dwe l l ing owned by

Sir. oon . e l l Rogers, .-a bed 8 rooms for p a t i e n t s and o f t e n had t o p i e c e c o t s in the

ball for fetaer p a t i e n t s . Mrs. Ferguson, a p r a c t i c a l nurse , oemeged the h o e p i t u l .
^r. Hilton ^hoo^son, then beginning his medical career, roofed there, and was on

duty in ucue ho vno needed. In 189?, after ^r. ^eo ^. Bennett had been appointed

U, wt MursMl, a report cane t o h i s o f f i c e t h a t ' l l J e n n i n g s , a. noted and

wanted t r a m robber, bad t a k e n / r e f u g e in t h e ranch house on the £plke S itaneh

eeveral m i l e s n e s t o f town owned by John H a r l i n . Marshal Bennett ordered Bud

i^edtetter and a posse to the s c e n e , ^pon r e f u s i n g t o come out when ordered they

• • / • 7 /
into the houoe. A bullitt struck the stove and then struck Jenning's leg

/ - /
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a pieoo of the atove with i t . **e waa brought to the hospital and we operated
ifully with, the aid of 7.~ray. The operation created intenoe interest due to

r
\ t,he nouohino and also the patient. Ho vaa held undo guard at. the hoerital until he

* *ae able to otund t r i a l . Thr.t, x-ray wchine wouldn't recognize i t s descendant today

in the perfected ranch ices now in use. Staucsai e olocod the hospital after the

diaaotroua fire of 1098,than tkeuatttj a hospital board waa organized and the

Martha .tobb loarital waa eetr.Miahed on the oid Kendall Casipuo ,iQ °ne of the

doraiturlea on -outh 12th. street . It waa oollod the teartha *k>bb Hospital in

camory of the nlfe of Jir. %. i . Pobb a rroainent merchant here. Se rented the

hoa.'ital fron tho oity at 01 }-,er yaer and it wao known -a the Physicians and ~

jurgeona .'oapital the last yearc of i t s existence.KJtxttactxJOtMdcloncx Then the city

sola the ground and kvxitex erected a new building on agency Ti l l which they

eftenrerds sold to the I*. 3. GoTernr.ent and ie now a unit of t^e Veterans Koapitai.

jtho-u t̂i I b2ve been intere.ted in numeroua buainaea enterprizea in Muakogee, end

Leva ^l^ayo worked for the up building of the c i ty , I toye never, for a day,

i deviated from my l i f e work, t te practice of medicine. The a l l absorbing interacts

; ir Tiy uiriOtki ves to relieve hunan Buffering and a*»̂ » l i f e . In 1P96 George H.

t -11 Umnt JOVJI - - i l l , 7, C. lettigrew and 1 organized the CcajRercial Hank. George

{ illiu^e SBB oleotod president and I was aisde vice- president, The bank afterwards

t VaC/iSQ E -»6tlor.al bank nnd 1B nor: on© of the tro strongest banks in Kuakogee.

• In I-JOQ / . - . >j»giish, Captain *. b. .ievem, w . M. Rutherford, C. ?.-. Turner and

I nysolf ; ronoted the Pi6neer Telephone wonpeny «md had rural l ines to ftagoner,
i
| Jl.eoota'i ard ,kraulgee. The linee were sold later to the wouthwestern bell Telephone

] ^j^i^ay. 1 was a oeinber of the school board when the f irst brick school buildings

*ere eractod. The '.aahington, Jefferson and sequoysh buildings, ^nd the Dunbar

and tius jouglas schools r .r ;«groae. In l>01 Mr. Tana i'ixby, J. Ceorge «right,

Frank huboerd, tir. » i l l i a o ererly and 2 organized the 1'own and Country 0
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and secured a bui ding on Garrison H i l l at *t* Gibson for a ^lub House, AS th«

olub soon out grew the snail quart a, a we purchased fron Mr. Sim Oarl*nd, the l o -

cation where tha itunkogee Country Club i s now located. In 100? ^r. Tana Bixby

Dr. Fi te , John Hall nnd myself organised the f i r s t Kair Aaaoci4*.iontthat bad been

in existence for a number of years, and gave it to the a t e t e . A doctor*a l i f e in

early Territory daya was far from an easy one froa a physical standpoint*

In rotroapeotion of my l i f e i t la a sat isfactory fee l ing to know that I did

to tha best of my Abi l i ty , the work that 1 had ohooen and w i l l continue no to do

as long as i t i s poss ib le . Notwithstanding the haildloap under whioh we labored

this fas a happy l i f e . Our friends were real friends* The question of ooney never'

ent«:-ad our minds so we were completely engrossed in our work, ieople ps,$4d ua

men tbey could and we were hippy and not at a l l vorried when they couldn't .

,<t) t~>ok no notes or laorta^gesM

-11 in a l l i t was a happy l i f e «nd i f 1 were given my choice I would take

the a&aa course/


