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March 1, 1937

\ ) 1.
npxénmcs OF A PICNEER IMYLICIAR As TOLD BY DOOROR JRSSE LEE BLAKRSRE.
Given to Miss Ella M. Robinson -~ o
Field ¥orker. ¥.leAe ,;8{; }

1 was qu. at Greanwood , irkansas, “uy ge. 1@63. I attended vate
schools in my native town until I was old enough to enter college. Whdn I
entered Kmery &Honry College in Virginia. Having deciaod on my life work I
extered a medical hospitel and treining college at Lemphis, Ternesses. On oom-
pleting e course there I entered Vanderbilt Univarsity at Nashville, “ennesses
where I greduated im 1880. Ooming back to my native state I joined the staff of
physicians at the Little Rock Mospital for. the muaﬁa where 1 atayed for £ive
yoara. Then ! was obmessed with the m«v‘that ny servioces were greatly needed in®
‘.ndian Territory and that the people there would be the loser if I di‘d‘:y/ go to

velored

lorritory and the possibvilities for & young doctor. I dceided to try Muskogse as -

thete relisf. } no doubt vas lod by attractive atoriea told of the

a future locution. That was in Ot;tobor of 1894)8. As Muskoges had had no occassion
for a bullcfing boan it was impossible to s oure an ;:’rfico. I at once called eupt;n
.. Francis b. Fite, who was a [ount doctor then and had’ eltahlishod a fine |

| practico. both as a sargeon and a general practitioner. Bo cordially invita& RO

to share his office, w ich was loceted on Second and bBdwy. on the ground rloor.

He \;aa my friend then and has been during the years since. H; extended me every
courtesy and 1 assisted him inhis work accompanyirg him on his viaita end nttndiné
Lis patients whan he was called away. I took my meals at different rutaurunta

tor a while and then joined the Bachlor's Glubd. 'l‘hat. was %rfniuuon oonpoud oj
young men who ux'o compelled to dosrd. The buud;ng in whioh we took cmx' neals
stood where the Rngnsh “lock now stands and was under tho mporvlaion of Misn

%;hm larson. ) roomed at the office whm I wnl on duty st night as well as day.

I

ur office hours were 24 hours a day. In 4pril of 1898 Dr. ¥ite and I formed a
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over their father's woxrk and th Fid® Clinic was forxed in 1919. 1 have continued

.in practice alone sinoe that tine.

/
/

It's a long journsy from those days up to the present time when the ductors:
have bhigh powered cars that go at 60 miles an hcur over hamd surfaced rouds, well J
ejuipped hospitals, and the latest improved. instruments with whiock to work.
The streets of Muskogee wers really of mud and tkxx & toam hitched to a boggy
oould‘bog down on Main treet. There were no bridges over the streaus, and in times
»of high water we rode horse back and plunged in and swWam across the 'resk to visit
oup patients ofeen getting wot t_o our waists. Often the country roads wouldebecome
" impassable snd we had to travel in a light two wheel gig and carry our instruments
. as aﬁ buggy was too heavy for the frogen m idy roads. There wero'no nurses here
none nearer thas F;;. vmithe »ll assistance .in cases of idlness was civen by the
ramili;as and neighbors. There were no hoap;tala so all surgicsl work was done in

the home. fhe patient stretcohed out on the kitchen table, by flickoring 6oil oil

lamps held perhaps, by the \mstoady hands of soze me ber of the ramily. Our prac-

tice extended to a radius of 60 miles. The long tripe often nocsuitatod staying
} all night at the homes of the patient, 8léeping,or trying to, on cold uncomfortable
i beds. Such a thing as considering it a hard life never occurred to either of us.

1 Pneumonia, malaria, typhoid fever were the most common dis;{aeoa. Epidemioa of all

1 80rts came poriodically. ~mall pox being tha most dr aded, rhere was no board of

VLY vl W LY

ihealth then and unruly peoplg who persisted in spreading the disease had to be
Eihandled by the town marshal. dabioe persisted in making, their advent into the wrld

ﬁtnder the most ssemingly unfavorable conditi.ns. ».S’mtﬂ- covered wagons, Sqﬂll
1

[ huts they gave their first ory. However they -1l l.iqu and 4id well xk regardless
of - the fact they had only a thin canvas betweon them and the cold world. Dootor
me, at tiut tme was appointed surgeon for the M.h&.T railroad and i waa his
assistant. Calla oeupe from end of the division a_/q iaraoua, to the othLer end a%

\

nnison. : \ ‘ .



- BLAKEMORE, JESSE LEE. .  INTERVIEW ) ‘

BHEY
Thers were no ambulances here and in case a patient had to be moved a bed
spring in the bottom of a furm wagon with & mattress on it was the menans by which
they wero moved. 1 recall one insterce of succesaful suréical work dons under
rather unpmmiaix;é cund.tions. Mpr. Tom fmiﬁ of Huskogee, (aftorwarda Xayor) and
s0ue friends, started to Vann's _ake e popular fishing resort st that ti;m. to
srend tne night anci fish. On the way over, driving thro.ugh the woods in the darxk,
they. ran over & stump and overturned the surry and broke Mr. Smith's leg. They
carried \him to the noarest fam house and cume for me. On the way over, driving in
the derk, I strusk a stunp in the middle of the road and broke a singletrs,or. A
_little thing like that was nothing wo worry about. The horae had a nice long tail
. end 1 si'mply tied the horse's tail to the doubletree and went on. e’hen‘l l;ad
. €., leted setting the bone, the qu stion srose as to how to get h: to town, with-
§ out the 1gjumd leg being put in & cast. NoC being able to surjly a cast &t that
t1 6, 1 took a paling off thse ta“rmor'o‘yara fonce and fastened the brokea leg to %
ihe plank was left on until the bone was theroughly knitted. In 1899 when a
terrible smallpox epidemic awept ovqr the Creek Natior, 1 was put in charge of the
quarentine wurk in the western partot the Creek kKation. In 1896 we brought the

under
first X-ray emchine to "uakogpe and did several orere:ions wxxk it. In 1897 we

orened e private husiital ;é the BOO block on “outh ¥ain in a dwelling owned by

ir, von .ell Rogers. .8 hed 8 rooms for patients and often had to rlsce cots 1in the

hall for 'Lfeber patients, Mra. Fergucon, a practical nurse, mensged the ?:oepital.'"
vPe 2ilton .hom, s ..o;x,/ tuen beginning hi,é/medical ceresr, roonwd r.hero, and was on
duty in vase he maa mded. In 1897, after vr. 00 ~, Bennety nad been appo!mted
U, u. Ugrshal, ‘a report csms to his office that 4l Jennings, e noted and muech
vanted train robber, ba'd takan,{ofugﬁ in the rench house on the bpike S Aanch
several miles mest of town ovtned by Jghn Harlin, Marshal Bennett ordored Bud

ledtetter and a posss to tho acene., Upon nruung to coms cut when ordored they

/ A
fired into the house. A bullett strudk the stofo and then struck Jenning's 10‘
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trking a8 pieoce of the stove with 1t. lle was brought to the hosp:tal and we o-erated

pugcorsfully with the aid of Y.-ray. The o eration ore:ted intense interest dus to

]

he auohine and also the patient. Mo waa held unde guard et the hosrital until he
v vas 8ble to atand trial. Thnt x-rey iachine wculdn't recogrnize ité desoendent today

{n the perfeoted machines nov in use. Huxmx .8 closod the hospital after the
L J

disastrous fire of 1898,thsn xkexxtXy a hospital bosrd was organized and the
vartha .iobb Losritsl was estelished on the odd hendall Campus in one of the
doraitories on .Jouth 12th. S“trest. 1t was oslled the lartha liobb Hosrival in

ganory of the aife-of Ur. &. %. Robb & rrominent merchant here. %e rented the

);\\y
hos-ital from the city at 8L per yeer and it was known s the Physicians and =

Jurgeons rospitel the last yesrs of its existence.x¥xkixkxiugxkiomx Then the oity
sold the ground and kmikkx srested a new building on . ganoy I'ill which they

efte:vexrds scld to the L. 3. Covermment snd is now a unit of the Vsterans Hospital.

-

Jttough 1 leve been intere.ted in numerous business enterorizes in Muskoges, and

heve zlways worked for the up building 'of the city, 1 have never, for a day,
' ?

| deviated frow my life work, tLe prectice of medicine. The all absorbing interests

fr =¥ pur,osq wes to redlieve human suffering snd snwe life, In 1R968 George H.

il Jems, John 411, 7. C. iettigrex and 1 organized tre Commerciel RBank., George

L Tt

il & was clected president and ! was mede vice~ president. The bank afterwards

by

Yacaa0 & -6t iore) bank and is now one of the tro strongest banks in Muskogee.

in 1498 /. .. Zpglish, Captain ¥, t. Jevers, “. ¥, Rutherford, C. *. Turner and

£ s oI L

ays2lf - ronoted the Mionesr Telephons Yompeny and had rural linss to nagoner,

checats! ard skmulgee. The lines were sold later to the “outhwestern Bell Telepho

bt ol Bl S s

-

Yyujzaye 1 was a member of the school board when the first brick school buildings

o aain<

1%ere ersctod, The «ashington, Jefferson and tequoysh buildings. «nd the Dundar

#and the Uouglus schools f-r segroes. In 1.0l Mr. Tams iixby, J. Ceorge VWright,

Ifmnk hubberd, Mr. villiem everly and I orgunized ths :own a&nd Country Club
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and secured & bui ding on Uarrison Hill at ¥t. Oibson for a Club House. As the
club soon out grew the smmll juarte. s -e'pur'obnaed( fron Mr. Sim Uarlend, the lo-
cation where the Muakogee Country Club is now located. In 1907 Kr. Tams Bixby
pr. Fite, John Hall and myself organized the first l&ir Assocission ,that had been
{n sxistince for a mumber of years, end gave it to the state, A doctor's life in
early lerritory Qays was far from an easy one froa & physical standpoint.

In retroaspection of my life it is a satisfactory feeling to know that I did
to the best of my ability, the work that 1 had chosen and will continus 0o to do
as long as it is possible. Notwithstanding the hesddicap under which we labored
this was a happy life., Uur friends were real friends. The quest ion of money never
entered our minds as we were cumpletely engrossed in our work., ieople pagdd us )
when they could and we were mppy and not at all norriod when they couldn's.

»8 took Do notes or mOrLEAgess

»11 in all it was & heppy 1ife und if 1 were given my choice I would take

he same course/



