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Field Worker, GCrece KElley, - Al
- Ap'_ril 12’ 1933‘ y

Interview with . Flora Bemham, = S
Henryetta, Oklahom=.

Yo were considered prosperous feamers in Texas but
we wero renters. My first husbamd, Mr. Hogen, weated
a farm of his own so on the tirst‘ dey of February,
1391, we started frat Texas. le hed wo covered wagons
vith » little furniture, food and ment, clothing and
bedding, and the necessary fr:mzink; implements. Ve haad
seven children, twenty-five Eows, scme good horses and
mules, & few chickens end the dogs. My husbend drove
one wagon and I 4rove the other. T ecen't saf ~that‘ I
wvas thrilled £t Bhe idees of the move but husdands in
those days went shere they thought thsy could do the
_ best toward making & living #nd the wives went glong.
fle stopped in Custer County inh the Cheyenne -~
Arapahne country about thirty or fodty nmiles fram
El Reno. MNr. Hogan bought a fellor's c]:aim. That’is,

he prid this fellow £100.00 to relinquizh his cliim 86

P
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‘that he, my husbend, could file on it. Mr. Hogan made
a dugout in the bank of 2 hill snd covered it with dirt.
fhen it rained'it lesked on us and was very uncomfort-
able., The dugout was a large room for we had to have
"‘( beds fpr nine persmms. The z;ight we moved into the
dugout one of the boys had to sleep on the tadble but we
gok a bed fixed for him before fke next night. I could
have made him &.pallet but we had a dirt floor and I |
didn't like the 1dea of the children sleeping on it.
'I suppose our fireplace was the-only one in thet part
of the country and I really think it waas foolish for
us to have had one for fuel was so hard to get. My
husband hed slways had a fireplsace end couldn't {magine
a home without one. As soon as the dugout was finished
Mr. Hogan dug a well for there were no spring;s end mu‘-

er had to be hasuled from Deer Oreek. The dugout,
vell, snd a little patch of ground plowed for the
erop were the only improvements imy husband made before
pe died, & month after moving frum Texas.

Forty ¥Miles After “Grocerias.

e had to go to El Reno for our groceries and meat

s
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for we 4idn't heve any hogs. I went with Mr. Hogen,

e

but msny of the other men went to town w»ithout their
tamilies going elong. 1 remember that I bought $5.00
worth of rolled oats because the children liked them
80 woil and 1 didn't know when I would be able to
get any more.

Railroads.

El Reno was the end of the reilroad in 1891, dut
they were telking sbout extending it on to ?eatherford.
My husban& waa.very enthused about it for it was over
& hundred miles to any other railroed and about forty
miles to El Reno. That was the Rock Island Railroad.
¥11 the orops would have to be hauled to El1 Reno until
the reilroad ceme oloser./s Mr, Hogan expected, Werther-
ford groi by leaps &nd bounds after the railroad ceme
thére_anﬂ’cnater City wes & new tomn that was built
after it cems. Adout twélv% yersrs later another rail.
road was dbuilt through there but I don't remember the
name of {t.

| Haﬁling #ood.

About the only money to be made was from the cedar

"
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posts.

A dunch of the neighbor men

uld go together
to haul firewood from the cedar brakes.

I don't
remenber the number of miles but it w

is quite a way
: \
from home for it took two days end & night to make the
\

trip. Then they were cutting the wood 4p they dooided
to try tc sell posts %o people in Arapaﬁ and it took

them a1l d-y end into the night to heul them there.

The logs were hauled home so thst the waste part could
be used for firewood.

Epidemic of Pneumonisa.

About twelve of the men who were going to the

canyon from our nei@bbrhood after those cedar posts
died from exposure.

That was during February and
Merech and the wecther was bad but the men needed the

money snd each of them wanted to sell as many posts
as posd ble while th‘e people needed them. Everybody
. )
was improving his land at the seme iime and we suppose d
as soon as my husband got it imﬁmved that he would
need no mare posts. ‘I'heée men stayed out in sll kinds
of rain and cold snd came home with colds. Some of

the colds developed into pneumonia fever but soze of
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the men had the pneumoniz when they were put to bed.
Y -2 '
There were over twenty—ﬁv“? children left wi thout fathers.

monee‘i\- Children.

I had enjoyed living |{n)\the new country until

\ ‘ )
Mr. Hogan's death for sll th4 neighbors were on an -

\
equali ty and trying to get ahead yet had time to help

each other but after his de:\th was lost. ‘ He ~lefi;%me
$100.00, the farm and good algck,' but it saeméd*that"l. |
had nothing. One of my little boy 'bn.';ught me :o myself.
He ceme tc me and told me thag he w\;uld gﬁe ;e efery-

thing he had and sterted to anbtying\ghis pocketg of
| %

or me 8pd my duty was to
}

do anything for them. The two c;ldesg bo\(s put in the crop

marbles and tops, ete. It eamé\to me that\_I\had seven

children who wmléd do anything

and people thought the amount of corn they reised was
wonderful., The chinch bugs bothered other people’'s corn

but not the boys® corn and they said that the rows were
- \

i

g0 crooked that ths bugs couldn't find it, ’ghat corn

was ground into cornmeal snd kept for feed for the
stock. Corn sold for 15 cents a bushel so we didn't

sell any. \

\

o - \
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The other children herded the cattle; all of them -

\

A co;J,d ride horses, \[t was top hard for them to drsw

E \ ‘
water from the well the stock to drink and we didn't

. \ ht;ve e windmii% 80 they drove the stock to the creek every
any. caivoe h;iqu@t a 4 price and I <0ld enough to
duy <the neceaai‘?ies if not the luxuries of life,

Harry Bailey had the dere of the timber. “The timber
wag sixpposed to béldng to Indians and the Government

. hed him hired to keep us white people from getting it.

I never considered that we werq stealing it for God put
that timber there for sqﬁo use. \ The Indians weren't

' using it nor needing it. I did need it; I couldn't
get along without it for f£irewood gnd there was none »

- snywhere else that I could get 8¢ I sent my two
little boys after fit. Mr. Bailey found the boys with

\ a load of wood aftol'_‘“thoy hed sterted oms. He had to

\ act a8 if he were protecting the timber\soc he made"

them pile the load of w-od off ofthe wagon. He left

159
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turmned they started reloading the wagon and brought it

on home. The children eand I lived on that fem ¢

fifteen yeers or until the children were grown. .

b

N ’ Mai 1 . . ‘]

We got our mail et Rogers. Rogers wis a nefghbor

of ours who had a stpre and the post office was in ft.

e

He and Hariy Bailey were partners in the cattle business.

Their pasture was on Deer Creek and contaiped over 8.
hundréd eores. Harry Bailey lived in that pasture.

. . Good 'Yatch Dogs.

¥e had soms of the best dogs. They were watch dogs

and were for protection instecd of for hunting. One dey

Y¥r. Hogaen went tomn and stayed a1l night. One of

1690

the dogs followed him. #hen he put the team up the dog °

¢

stayed with it and nouldn't let anyone come nerr it.
He even kept the chickens from eating with the tean.
A msn o!frered ny huei:and $10.00 for the dog and that
was an enormous price for a dog in those days. u;

husband refused to ssll the dog and the next night

after he returnsd home the dog was killed.

A

N

\
\

5 o
2 LIS R G



y

BENEAYM, FLORA HOGAN. INTFRVIEW. 13569
-8~

Horse Thieves.

I could give the names of some of the horse thieves.

for they lived all around me and were friendly. They

are still living end it will do no one sny good so I

< .
.will not. I had good stock and {t was helping me to

rear my children. I worried about it sof%ing stolen
that .

‘\‘“beeauéa it was always the best stock/dissppeared., The

horse thieves told me that I need never fear for they

never had @nd didn't intend to steal from » widow, I

. . ‘
never lost an animel ei ther. There was & deep canyon
. »

close to our house. The stolen horses were exchanged

~

-
there and taken to aqg;her state before being sold.
The ones areund our neighborhood that were stolen

were never seen again. One horsethief named Casey was
¢ ‘J‘ .
k%lled&in El Reno when an officer tried ,to arrest him

P
but he wes the only horse-thief who was caught.
Cattle Trail.
, |There was an old cettle treil thet went through

our ferm but it wasn't traveled after we came there.

It looked like .a wife roed that had been traveled a

, lot. I did know the navwe but don't now. It was

thirty or forty miles from El Reno and near Weatherford.
‘ \

\\ . \
\
" .
B
!
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Buftalo.

Thére were no buffalo in 1891 nor later but there
were signs of w&ore they had been. Lots of people used
the butfelo chipe for fiel. After they were dried they
made a hot fire.

| #114 Geme. ,

There were many coyotes. The preirie chicken used to
.feed with my chickens. They and the quail aefe thick
and ran in big bunches. My boys would go ount end bring
in iots of them. I ususlly fried them and there would
be 211 we could eat,not just a taste around. They killed
lots of rabhifs, too. My boy, who did the most hunting, S
still lives in Weatherford. BHis neme is Frenk Hogan.

Bigh ¥ind end Fires.

%hen I first moved to the Cheyenne-Arepesho country
I thought the wind would drive me eresy. I had never
lived where the wind blew like it 4id there. One of my
neighbors moved there from Kansas and he didn't mind
t-e wind at all. . He said 'that it didn't blowﬁhard bt;t
I only thought that I wes glad that I a1dn't live in

Kensas., We didn't have the send storms {n those daye
- A
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for the prairie was covered with grass except where we
had little ft;m. The firss were awful for the grass |

- was 80 t/lll. They would sweep over the country and

scare u; to death, ‘ We bumed a fire-;gunrd around oﬁr
ahgd‘k to keep t!;e fires from gqtting to 11; and boys

- would drive the catile to the creek for safety. My first
huabam;. Mr. Hogen, died after we had been in Custer
County a month and aft;er my seven children were gll grown,

I was married to &r. Benham.

O



