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Field Worker, Grace K&Lley, \
. April 12, 1939.

Interview with • Flora Beaham,
Henryetta, "Oklahora? .

ite were considered prosperous fame.rs in Texas but

?ie wero r e n t e r s . My f i r s t husband, Mr. Eogan, waated

a farm of his own so on the f i r a t day of February,

1391, we s t a r t ed frcn Texas. V?e ned two covered wagons

•.lith r l i t t l e f u rn i t u r e , food and merit, c lo th ing and

bedding, and the necessary fanning implements. We had

seven ch i ld ren , twenty-five cows, s<5me good homes and

mules, P few chickens end the dogs. My husband drove

one wagon and I drove the o th^r . I e e n ' t say t h a t I

wa5 t h r i l l e d e t Hhe ides of the move but husbands in

those days went *here they thought thoy could do the

best toward making e l i v i n g find t h e ^ives went a long .

??e 8 topped in Ouster County in the Cheyenne-

Ar*jpahie country about t h i r t y o r fofcty railes from

El Reno. Mr. Hogan bought a f e l l o e ' s c la im. That i s ,

he pr.id t h i s fellow #100,00 to r e l inqu i sh h ia clp.im. $6
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that he, my husband, could f i l e on I t . Mr. Hogan made

a dugout in tile bank of a h i l l and covered i t with d i r t .

When i t rained i t leaked on us and wan very uncomfort-

able. The dugout was a large room for we had to have

bed8 for nine perama. The night we moved in to the

dugout one of the boys had to s leep on the table but we

go* a bed fixed for him before ffee next n igh t . I could

have made him a p a l l e t but we had a d i r t f loor and I

didn't l ike the idea of the children s leeping on i t .

I suppose our f i rep lace was the^only one in thet part

of the country and I r e a l l y think i t was f o o l i s h for

us to have had one for fue l was so hard to g e t . Uy

husband had always had a f i r ep lace end couldn' t imagine

a home without one. As soon as the dugout was f in i shed

Mr. Hogan dug a wel l , for there were no springs end our

er had to be hauled from Deer Creek. The dugout,

Del l , and a l i t t l e patch of ground plowed for the

crop were the only improvements my husband made before

be died, a month a f t e r moving from Texas.

Forty Miles After Groceries.

>7e had to go to B l Reno for our groceries and meat
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for we didn't her* any hoga. I vent with Mr* Hogan,

but many of the other men vent to town without their

families going elong. I remember that I bought $5.00

worth of rolled oats because the children liked them

\ so woll and I didn't know when I would be able to

get any more.
i'

Railroads.
I

. £1 Reno was the end of the reilroad in 1891, but
i

they were talking about extending i t on to Aether ford.

My husband was very enthused about i t for i t was over

a hundred miles to any other railroad and about forty

miles to £1 Reno. That was the Rock Island Railroad.

HI the crops would have to be hauled to El Reno until

the railroad ceme closer.4iMr. Hogan expected, Werther-

ford grew by leaps and bounds after the railroad oeme

there and Ouster City was e new town that was built
^

after i t eaae. About twelve ye^rs later another ra i l -
\
, road was built through there but I don't remember the

\ name of i t .
\ .
\ Hauling Wood.

\ About the only money to be made was from the cedar

i \ \
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posts. A bunch of Hie neighbor men would go together

to haul firewood from the cedar brake®. I don't

remember the number of miles but i t was quite a way

from home for i t took two days and a n|ght to make the

trip. When they were cutting the wood ftp they decided

\to toy to se l l posts to people in Arapaho and i t took

them al l d«y and into the night to haul them there.

The logs were hauled home so that the waste part could

be used for firewood. . •

Epideaxic of Pneumonia.

About twelve of the men who were going to the

canyon from our neighborhood after those cedar posts

died from exposure. That was during February and

March and the weether was bad but the men heeded the

money and each of them wanted to s e l l as many posts

as possible while the people needed them. Everybody

was improving his land at the seme time and we suppose d

as soon as my husband got i t improved that he would

need no more posts. These men stayed out in e l l kinds

of rain and cold and came home with colds. Some of

the colds developed into pneumonia fever but sorie of
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the men had the pneumonia when they were put to bed.

Ifcere were over twenty-fiv^ children le f t without fathers

Pioneer Children.

I had enjoyed living \in\the new country until

Mr. Hogan'a death for a l l tad neighbors were on an

equality and trying to get ahead yet had time to help

each other,but after his de^th 1 was lo s t . He left me

$100.00, the farm and good stoekAbut i t seemed that' I .

had nothing. One of my l i t t l e boys brought me to myself.

He ceme to ate and told me that he wbuld glTe me every-

thing he had and started to emptying\hia pocketg of

marbles and tops, e t c . I t camei to me Ythet f-had seven

children who would do anything for me end ny duty Was to

do anything for them. The two oldest boys put In the crop

and people thought the amount of corn they raised was

wonderful. Ibe chinch bugs bothered other\people's corn

but not the boys * corn and they said that wje rows were

so crooked that the bugs couldn't find i t . That corn

was ground into cornm«al end kept for feed for, the

stock. Corn sold for 15 cents a bushel so we didn't

sell any. \
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The other children herded the cattle; a l l of them

could ride horses, \It was top hard for them to drew
1 V

water from the well the stock to drink and we didn't

\hove e windmill so they drore the stock to the creek every

dny. CelTea brought a good price and I *old enough to

buy the necessities if not the luxuries of life

Harry Bailey had the care of the timber. "%e timber

wee supposed to belong to the Indians and the Government

had him hired to keep us white people from getting i t .

I never considered that we war© stealing i t for God put

that timber there for some use . \ The Indians weren't

using i t nor needing i t . I did need i t ; I couldn't

get along without i t for firewood and there was none

anywhere else that I could get so I sent ray two

l i t t l e boys after i\$. Mr. Bailey found the boys with

a load of wood after they had started\home. He had to

act as if he were protecting the timber\so he made

them pile the load of w-sod off of the wagon. He l e f t

before they bad finished and as soon as his back was

-:•.>
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turned they started reloading the wagon and brought i t

on home* The children and I l i ved on that farm fo*

f i f teen years or u n t i l the children wore grown. ,'
> * *

Mail. /

We got our mail at Rogers. Rogers was a neighbor

of ours who had a store and the post office was in lt^"__

He and Harry Bailey were partners in the cattle business.

Their pasture was on Deer Creek and contained over a

hundred acres. Harry Bailey lived in that pasture.

*> Good Watch Dogs.

We had some of the best dogs. They were watch dogs

and were for protection ins teed of for hunting. One day

Mr. Hogan went^to town and stayed e l l night. One of

the dogs followed' him. flhen he put the team up the dog

stayed with i t and wouldn't l e t anyone come ne*r i t .

He even kept the chickens from eating with the team.

A loan offered ay husband $10.00 for the dog and that

was an enormous price for a dog in those days. My

husband refused to se l l the dog and the next night

after he returned home the dog was ki l led , x
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Horse ThieTts.

I could gire the names of some of the horse thieves

for they lived a l l around ae and were friendly. They

are s t i l l l iving and I t wi l l do no one any good so I

will not. I had good stock and It was helping me to

rear my children. I worried about i t getting stolen
that

i t was always the best stock/disappeared .̂  The

horse thieves told me that I need never fear for they

never had end didn't intend to steal from P widow, I
t

never lost an animal either. There was a deep canyon
*'

close to our house. The stolen horses were exchanged

there and taken to another state before being sold.

The ones around our neighborhood that were stolen

were never seen again. One horse4;hief named Casey was

killed in El Reno when an officer tried .to arrest him

but he was the only horse-thief who was caught.

Cattle Trail.

There was an old cattle trai l thpt went through

our ferm but i t wasn't traveled after we came there.

It looked like a wi4e road that had been traveled a

. l o t . I di.d know the na%ie but don't now. I t was

thirty or forty miles from El Reno and near Weatherford.

\
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Buffalo .

Thf>re were no buf fa lo in 1891 nor l a t e r but there

were algae of where they had been. Lota of people used

the buffalo chlpe for f u e l . After they were dried they

made a hot f i r e .

Wild Game.

There were many coyotes . The p r e i r i e chicken used to

• feed with my chiokene. They and the quail were thick

and ran in b ig bunches. My boys would go out and bring

in l o t s of them. I usual ly f r i e d them and there would

be a l l we could ea t ,not j u s t a t a s t e around. They k i l l e d

l o t s of rabbi t s , too . My boy, who did the most hunting,

s t i l l l i v e s in Vfeatherford. His neste i s Frank Hogan.

High find and F i r e s .

#hen I f i r s t moved to the Cheyenne-Arapaho country

I thought the wind would dr ive me erasy . I had never .

l ived where the wind blew l i k e i t did there . One of my

neighbors moved there from Kansas and he d i d n ' t mind

t^e wind a t a l l . He said that i t d idn' t blow hard but

I only thought that I was glad -that I d idn ' t l i v e In

Kansas. We d i d n ' t have the spnd storms In those days
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for the pra ir ie was covered with grass except where we

had l i t t l e farms. The f i r e s were awful for the grass

was so t a l l . They would sweep over the country and

scare u s t o death. We burned a f ire-guard around our

shack to keep the f i r e s from g e t t i n g to i t and boys

would driTe the c a t t l e to the creek f o r s a f e t y . My f i r s t

husband, Mr* Hogan, died a f ter we had been in Ouster

County a month and a f t e r my seren chi ldren wer,e a l l grown,

I was married to Mr. Benham.


