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Interview with Mrs. Lizzie Bemnson, (
Antlers, Oklahoma,

'
I was four years old wheg my mother died, then
Father married Louiza Jane Blackwood. She was a\
beautiful girl, and as good as she knew how to be;
but she was unaphooled; hence when we moved to
Bagletown, in the Indian Territory, she did not
realize ?he importance of taking advantage of even
the limited opportunities of sending us to school,
Short terms of subscription schools were held in the
little“ldg o urthouse at West Eagletown, and I guess
that three weeks would cover 4he entire time that I
attended that little school. And here I say that
it was the only school that I ever attended. I was
eager to learn, and:vanted Yo attend sghool, but the
grown folks would sit around and tell tales of men

\

?ho had been convicted of crimes in that courthouse

. and executed out there beside it and of those who had

been whipped there. Taleg of how the ghosts of the

exscuted would return at night and sit before the bar
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and ghosts of dead and gone Judges sat on the bench
and would re-condemn ,them and they would say that
executions took place nightly beside that courthouse,

Then we children would have.to go to school |
tﬁsre next day, and by the time I would be there an
hour or t&g I would. have a nervous chill and the
highest fever, from pure fright'and nervousness,

Then maybe I'd be out of school several days, %¥Fhen
when I would be able to return, the seme thing would
be repeated, until I was a nervous wreck and they
quit trying to send me there, Then we moved a mile
" or 80 across the river to East Bagletown. I was a
good sized girl and my father thought me too big to
g0 to school with beginners. I would have gone,
“bul they were ashamed for me to go wi tH beginners.

So I stayed at home and took care of the baby
and'helped with the work, indoors and out. There was
always a baby to attend to. My stepmother had so¢
many,” 4s soon as I wasﬂbLg,enough I did the cooking.

We cooked on the fireplace, and that was a big task.,

It took me years to outgrow the damage that those

b ks
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horrible tales did to my nervous system. I would
get off to myself at every opportunity with a blue
back speller and compose myself and study. I had‘/
gotten as far as the word "baker" in the blue back
speller, when I was in school. So I laboriously
piodded on trying“to‘learn.

I would slip out my sister's books and study
them, Nearly everybody then was more {gnorant .than
they are now, and the most of the people thought
education was fodlishness. I recall one evidence
of mass ignorance, One morning there appeared to
be FIVE suns rising up in the East.' The people
géthered in groups and just knew that the "end of
the world" was at hand. They would watch awhile
a;d then pray awhile, I know now that it was some
gort of a mirage, though what caused it I do not
know, but some of those 0ld pe;ple still Rhelieve
that there were FIVE suns in the sky that day,.

I married when I was about 19 years 0ld. Then
I could study all I wanted to. We bought a great

big Bible and my husband and I read in it at every

¥ ~
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opportinity. I really learned to iead in {t. Then
we bought a small Bible, so that we could handle i%
easily and we would take turn about reading in it
after we would go to bed every night, reading until
to sleepy to read more, I never missed a church
gervice if I eould help it, They were schoolingv
for me., I absorbed everything the preacher said.
I was that greédy to learn., I helped my children
withqtheir lessons all along and loved every lesson
and nish I had started 10 school with the first one
and gone on to the finish., Today I read everything
that is good. I keep my dictionary worn out. I
have to buy a new one every on~e in a while. Why
I was so densely ignorant that Hot Springs, Arkansas,
‘seemsed to me as far away as Germany. One day I
loqked it up on a big map th;t we had bought and
was gurprised to find it so close., Only about rour
hours drive from my home.

I used to wonder that my father didn't try
harder to have me educated, because he used to be a

school teacher, but now I know he was always tired



: 287
BENSON, LIZZIK. INTERVIEW, 12783.

-8 -

of the battle of 1life., Sometimes he would jhave a
poor crop and get the blues over his condition, and
somebody would tell him(about a8 place somewhere else
that was a more "heal&hy" place and maybe he'd sell
out his crop for a shotgun or just anything, and
stert out roving around, hunting health.

We lived at so many places, it seemed to me that
we were forever on the move. I don't know how many
places we lived near Eagletown. The old Brannan

.place was a fine one. A big double log house with a
stack chimney, with fireplaces below and I imagine

above t00. I never knew, because we lived downstairs
and never dared to go above stairs, becgﬁse of the tabs
of ghosts that were told to usy Tales of men who had
been killed in that house, and’were supposed to walk the
upstairs nightly, and we:thought might ooma‘through

our room too, but we covered up, head and ears, so
frightened we wers.

Tﬁgt house was made of hewn logs, notched to fit
nréely, and ceiled overhead and the sides with planed

lumber that was said to have been hauled from Paris,

Texas. The long porches of planed lumber and the glaab
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windows were things of beauffy to us. We lived there
tifty yeai'a ago, and they said it was an 0ld house
then and the cemetery near was an 0ld one then. I

don't know if the house is still standing.



