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Hazel B. Greene,
Journalist,
Januery 10, 1938,

An Interview with Mrs. Inez Bennett,
Antlers Py Oklahomm,

-

I was born in Texas a&bout forty-nine years ago. My
parents, Jo MeEdwards .nd Julia Ringold Edwerds were both’
native Texans. .

My motherta father was a German He came from
AGermnny and settled at Doa_kaville. He was a t.inner by
trade, and operated a tin shop there in Texas. Qrand-
father used to talk of a special friend 'of his némod Byrg,
at Doaksville and I got the impression that he w.s Goveraor
of the Choctaws.

e 1ived not very far from Clarksville, Texas, whem
doctors annmm;zed that my sister and drother had spots on
fheir lungs and should live in a higher altitude. So Daddy
startéd out to look for, and located what he thought a very
desirable place. He went to Finley, in what is now Pushe~
mataha cm;lty, and there he found an acjuaintanes of his
with a little "P?ckerwood" savmill, It was shut down them

«fer lack of money\ to operate on, so Daddy bought
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a half interest in it =aud returned to Texas to bring
his family over. | ‘

e étarted early one mémiﬁg, before daylisht.
There wers ﬁv_e covered wagons ir the caravan. We had two
wagans and my two merried brothers with their families had
three wago.ns. A‘neighbor drove one of our wagoass. There
was nuite a party of us. Ve had about a hundred head of
cattle along with use. Ve camped oui aﬁd enjoyed it. e
ercsseii’ Red River at Meigzs' ferry, and came up througl‘z
Port Towson and ca.ped there the first nizht. It\ was
sumsr t}ime; vie ::ould start early and arive late, éo it
took us ohly Pou days to drive froin our home x;;ar Clariks-
ville, Texas ,to Finley,. _ ‘
That was a‘ pretty good record, because that was\.
'about 19028 and the roads were not so very good them, There
were no bridges acress the stfeams either. Ve ferrigd
the larger cnes if we bhad to a;xd forded all tlat we
: pogsiﬁly coulde Fhile we were on the road there was a
“ig rain which'got the creeks "ap”. I rfmxanbgr we attempted

to owim those cattle across - streem and we hod & i:errible
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time., They besgan going Tdom stream nd the men in the wa;oms
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jumped out into the‘water to help the boys aﬁ

going into the water
horseback. It was summer time amd/did not hurt them.

I will never forget how those cattle looked out in
the middle of the creek and the boys ar horseback and
the boys swiﬁming urging them bagk ﬁo the banke. The
cattle always vanted to face the drivers to see what
they were doing or else thay wanted to ~o on acrosse. I
remermber some of them were backed to the bank ihﬂt they
started from and I recall seeing Mother on the bank,
reach nd get hold of the tails of some ¢f the calves and |
help yull as the boys.pushed(fhem out of the water. &ut
in a few hours, the stream was low enough to ford and we
proceeded on our way.
The second night we camped at Hugo, and up close to '

Antlers the next nizht. e crossed Fﬁ; Ki&qichi River
at tﬂs Mack Hill fafry, but %o for%#ﬁ it+ The water was
80 clear and pretty that it did nb; look deep, but it
was deeper than we thought, and I remsmber one wagon got

hung on a ?ock out in the migdle of the stresm mad the
boys bhad to get. out of;jﬁyfwagnns 1nd wade in nd lif€\

the wheel over that big'rock. The water was axle desp
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nesrly ull the way acrosse.
fie arrived at Finley just efter a big Fourth of
July picnio. That is whaet makes me remember so wbll

what time of the year we made the trip. ] was cply

about fourtjeen yearas old at the time. ‘Father wap a

rachinist tad loved to work =t mills. He had a gin
X : o

in Texas unti,} Hother rotested 30 much zbo.t fts be=

ing dox cerous that he sold out, .nd then he bojght part

ot this sawmill iin the Indian Territory.

Pinley coxysistsd of a store with the pogt office in
L

it, the sawmi)l and a tew shackse The people whom Father

'"Sought ia with" permittéd us to

/

built apered and /arpeted. e were putting on’ some /'

, style for tiat d7y :md time wnd plscee The house wgs
\1ined with buildinp paper, but that was "greatn thén. The

ho:seg of our neighbors were, some of them, not ./ven
/.
strippede UWr carpets were of rags woven into carpets.
/ ‘ -

py one room of thefir'
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¥rcm the time I co..ld remember we children cut strings
fto:‘r carpsts at night, until we would fall asleep over

our worke. First, we covered the floor with newsiaper,
then put hay up n top of thut 'nd themn spread and tacked
‘do'wn tl;a carp;t. Thé hay :nd newspapers made the floor
softer and the 'd‘irt aifted throu<h the c.rpet into the
hay, coase ,ﬁently the carpet lasted longer. Our house
was boxed and hafl windows., S0 many of the neighbors had
li_ttle\x log houses and mo windows. We built on the bank
of the ¢resk and used water out ‘of the cresk for all
_purposes. It was as clear as a erystal, sud not unhealth-
ful to dr\ink. ill of those mountain streams were clear
then. The 'cnly reascn I can think of for their being
muddy now is\\pOBSIbly aoii erosione The land was not
cleared up s \‘\much then snd thes sofil could nct wash away
s0 mche / The gsly time that the water would be muddy was
after a big rain\.\ Even with Grimking creek water, my
sister and brother got well. Daddy coniributed the lumber

and the neighbors built a school house, I think thev

gathered in and had & big working and a big dinmer.
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My sister taught sahool in that house late.x'. / (-]
built a platfarm right out over the creek andj drew
our water up with a rope and bucket, just likcf? out
of a wells Our house was Tight on the bank of the
creok,. ‘

My sister taught a subscri;_‘)tion school in the
little school house that Daddy helped to build. e
had Union Sunday School in i, too, and preaching
ocensionally thoush mot very of_tem. The first fall
that we wers there a young doctor came there and locate
ed, Dre J. 0 Hartgraves. He was \laber married to my
sister. He was from Belk, Texac.
B, There was an old Choetaw church close to Finiey
whe‘re‘ the Choctaws held camp meetings. They would come
for miles and riles around and begin an wednesday,o}
'ifhursday and have rreachifxg end eating at all hours

|

of the daye. Om® co.ld go there most any hour end;’ £ind
’ ;
eating or preaching and thesy would have the best }thmgs
x r
to {at= barbecued beef, pork or venison and ples }and

eakés ' X
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Years later, Father got the eonfract to earry
the mail, and when hs lost a hand in some macaninery,
Mother begam carrying it to Antlers from Finley., Some-
times when it gas very cold shs would put a coke-oven
in the hack to keep warm by and so.etimes she would

light a lantern and pyt it under the robes at her feet,

Mother was quite outdoor woman, 3She would ride

anything that the boys

tpfomn From a horse when \she was sixty-eight years old

\ .
d saddle for her. 3h® was
and had\pome ribs ‘broken, \and her childrem dared her to
mount a lorse again. That\was thé first time in her life

that she was thrown and the\list time that she rode. Shs

H

ng ware two of our greatest

—
Lucd

diversionse

¥other family. she would teke

\

\
a zun and go out and bring in as much game as a man,

Se Wa Finley, for whom the

\
postmaster, and owned the general merchandise store whem
\

post office was named was
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we moved thore’
Le Us Dennett was the young brothsreinelaw
who came to Finley to work for Mrs Finley. He.would

A

work at anythinge in the stare or out, and whex

¥re Finley had nothing for him to do, he-would di
anake root. That was the most valuable medium ;:>f ex
\\change thane It was as staple then as cottan is now.
l‘;‘éxyer, Mr. Benaett and I were married. He is thé
head of ths Bennett Lumber Company of Antlers. we
l.ve in \Antlerso‘ R

I hrve done lots of hard work,to‘o, "however, 1

just never did happen to dig smake root. .11 picmeers
4 .

hai to work hard to live.
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