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Grant Foreman.
Indian Pioneer History,
May 25, 1937,

Interview with W.E., Hailey.
Municipal Judge,
McAleater, Oklaloma.

Dre Deile Hailey.

Dr. D«M. Hailey was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
February 9, 1841, He bedame an orpham at the sge of six -
years, by reason of a yellow fever eridemic. He was in
Baton Rouge and New Orleans, where he sold papers emd
gathered his schooling, tsking a course in medicine at
Kow Orleans.

Enlisted in the 8th Louisiana Infantry a’ the first
eall for voluntesrs in the War between the States, his
compray being sent directly to the Army of Virginie, He
was in stcneggzll Jackson's corps and fopght the entire four
years of the wer, parséicipating in practieally all ofvthc
major battles, including Bull Run, Getiysburg Charlotise
ville, Shenandoah Valley when Sherid.n made his famous ride,
and many other major and minor conflictse He was wounded
four times, one tims rather seriously being set back to the

hoapital at Columbus Gsorgis. After his recovery he was
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"pi'dered to remain and sssist in treating the sick and
woundede This, however, did not appsal to his restless
nature, and he ran away and rejoined his command in Virs.
ginia, There he remained until Lee surrendered at Appoe
matiox,

¥When he arrived at Memphis, on his way homs, he roma
a boat ready to go up the river to Mt Smith. Eis spirit of
adventure suqgested the new country, so he boarded the doat
and in a few days landed in ¥t Smith,

With ne funds and conditions genere.fly ‘dopreaaed, he
‘sought employment. Hs found a school seven miles wast of
Pte Smith in the Indian Territory. There he taught and
pragticed his profession, _

Helen MoCarty was aue of his pupils, amd at the end of
. the school term, they were married and immediately came west
to what is now @nadim; AS that time it was a small settlement
marking the crosaing of Canadian 'Rim. After about a year
there, we moved to Perryville, five miles south of the presmt
MoAlester. At that time it was a stago post, marking the half
Wy point between Fte Smith and Ft. Agbuckle, and also the bie
section of the old Texas Roads |



69

HAILEY, W.B. PoURTH INTERVINN. 5932,
-3-'

" He continued the pracsige of xina&ie;x;a, but also
a..3¢la sm=l) merchendize stosk. His practics tock
him to far corners, always hct;'aoback, as t'he ecountry
away from the main traveled roads was a jungle, Forty
and fifty mile tri ps were frequent, also a bit hazardous,
as Indians in those days were not entirely happy over ‘the
influx of white men. But his x;atnre was kindly and !ii‘a .
missions were of mercy, so in a short time he had nothing
to fear from that souroe.
/:‘_h.l:'_“_&&

( In 1871 the M.K.4T, Railroad built/this Mm. A
station was laid ocut at MeAlester and Perrjulia, being only ‘
about six miles distant, 'yas deemed too close for another,
So with the esteblisimmt of the HoABester Stgti:&. the peoe
pla of Perry¥ille moved glmmé to & man, %O Mutar.'. |

In 1870 JeJ. MeAlester had arested a smill freme bduildiag
about one half mile east of the present depot at McAlester,
and had opened s gemersl séore, He had a small stock ;)t goods
noved from 3, Smith by ox wagon. Hmos the nams of the tomae
MeAlester, Dr. Bailey moved to McAleater, with. the others, and
established the first drug store in this sectiom,

In 1876 he and najor Granville McPherson printed the rir;st
newspaper in this part of the country, called "The Star Vindicator,”
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using an old Fashington Hend press in the procsss. The
circulation was small and' I presume the advertising; if
any, was not especislly remmerative., The primsry pire
pose of the paper was to advocate certain theories for the
benefit of the Nation and betterment of the people,

In 1875 Dr. Hafley and J.J. McAlester interested them=
selves in the ouscrop of a seam of eoal about three miles
east of MeAlestery, A small hole wus dug and samples of the
coal were sent to the MK.Ts authorities. Th8"Kaity"
railroad at that time was omed by the Gould interesis and
immediate arrangements were made for develorment.

The dval proved to be or supo'rior quelity snd latar bo-
came the dominamt imdustry of the Natiomy Millions of tms
have been shipped from the vicinity of that original pros-

pecte
Dr, Eailey :
Later spected for eoal at Savanna, uncovering & seex

that was in every respect the counterpart of that uncovered

1n MeAlester. This also was develoged by the Gould interestse
n&mwmmnwummmhpummowm
Store” jprivilezec, Timt i§ goods were scld tc the miners s
the company m'oﬁetoa collestions by deductixg the amoumis frem
the mnthly pay of the minerse The comrany issued whet was
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known as "Scrip”, a sort of certificate in differsnt denome
inationas that masssé as currency in the store,

Years aftereard he developed & cogl mine of his om at
Haileyville, the towmn deing called so in his honors,

In the meantime he was inter;stad in othor industries
and in civic devalomment in Indien Terxlitory andi Oklahoma,

‘ He was always present, though never a member, at the r
enma) sessicns of the Choctaw Council where he w=s ready a4
all timss to give help and advisa t0 the Council emd Indiems.
He married an In&ign by blood and nence had hecae a citizen
of the Choctaw Na‘;mn Ly intermarm age, with;all rights md
privileges of ; full bloods Schools could mrebadly be classed
as his hodbdy,.

In 1875 he helped to instituts the first uasonge Lodge
in this section at McAlesvwer, He continusd active 1n this
work during his eni;lre life. He was invosted with all inter-
. mediste offices in doth York and Scottish Rite, Hs dacame
State Commmder of the Yark Rite and the last ssverel years
of his life was Sovereign Grand Inspec of the Scottimh
Rite and an active member of the Suprems Comncil in Hashinge
ton. He wes also a lsading spirit in the Mystic Shrime and

-l .
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at ope tims leld a mtimal office in the BoP.O.E, RS

(]



PATLEY, WeBse  POURTH INTERVIEW, 5032,
e

puring the 1&.@ fiftean years he wag State Commander .
of the Unitsd Confederate Voterans of this State. I3
wag hfs proud boast that he had never missed a State or
Natianal conveniion of the United Confsderzte Veteranse
This organization was probably closecst $o ﬂn hears ef all
his affiliatlions,

He died Cctober 14, 1919, at MsAlester, Oklahomm,



