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Z a i d e e B , B l a n d ,
Interviewer.

An Interview With Matthew Maytubbie,
321 South Jaokson Street , Altue, Qkla«

If I oan remember r ight I was born March 3, 1889,

in a l i t t l e town In Indian Territory named Oberlln. My

father and grandfather were both born there or near there.

My mother was born I n North "brolina and ray grandmother

was a native of Africa, One of the very f i r s t things that

I oan remember was a l i t t l e old lady s i t t i ng in the chimney

corner and somettjnes beinf/ very very sad; even crying when

she would t e l l us about her childhood home, She was over

one hundred years old my mother said.

I cannot remenfoer how they got them into a ship but

my great grandfather and three g i r l s ?.-& one boy were

brought over in a ship to the southern coast of Texas and

sold as slaves, an Indian gettinf my grandmother when she

was quite a young g i r l .

As she grew up my grandfather liked her and wanted

her for his squaw. She was bought for him b> hi father

and they had a long ceremony under the Aounoil Tree and

she was declared free so that she could marry into the

Ghootaw Tribe* I have had the tree pointed out to me a

lot of times. I t was a big bois d 'arc tree with long
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s t rong limbs and was always kept t r imfid up from l i t t l e

lower l imbs. A l l the hangi-ng was done on th la t r ^ e , and

i t seems t o :ae we had a hanging r e a l often when we were

young, »

Death was the penal ty for n e a r l y every th ing t h a t

was wrong and hanging was the way a man was always k i l l e d

u n l e s s h i s head was out off on a b ig b lock.

I f an Indian k i l l e d another Ind ian , he was never '

asked why the k i l l i n g was done «ud i f t h e r e was a dead

Indian found some one was brought bei or~ the Old iSan of

the t r i b e and h i s head was chopped off on the chopping

b lock . Some U n a s nn IndLan was punished with l a s h e s

with a cat o* nine t a i l s ; that i s , i f he had not done

Tery wrong, just told a l i t t l e l i e or stole a hide or

some l i t t l e thing l ike that .

My great grandpap was a oQwman but my pappy had

a l i t t l e shop. He made a l l kind of things out of iron

and wood. Pap made chairs, beds, tables, bowls, forks,

and apoone a l l out of wood,, He also made wagon wheels

and beds. He real ly made the whole wagon for he made

a l l the pa r t s . He made a l l kinds of wooden yokes for

oxen and for people too. You know Indians carry a lot
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thlngi on horses that you have to have a yoke to put

them on and women have a kind of yoke to put across their

shoiilders to help carry burdens.

Wooden buckets were the only kind of bucket we had,

had wooden tuba and pappy made them all.

HOUSES.

All the houses that I can remember were made of logs

with wooden shutters ;-nd doors hung with wooden hirfges

and fastened with wooden latches. The houses were cover-

ed with wooden boards. I had a brother who could r ive

more boards out of a block of wood than any one and could

make the boards smoother and thinner.

There was a spring crpek that ran through the vil lage

from which we a l l got our atcr* The bed of the streams

was gravelly and we would dig a well like a hole down a

l i t t l e way and the water would boil up so clear and cold.

I wish I had a drink of that water now.

SCHOOLS.

We did not have a church house but we did have a log

eohoolhouss. My first teacher was a lady and we had a

blue backed speller that we learned to spoil and read out
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of too* Our s e a t s were s p l i t open logs with round l e g s

s e t I n t o them. They had no b a c k s . We always s tood up

to r ec i t e . The teacher had a great brass hand-bell that

ehe would ring and call books, tfe always took our dinner.

Books "took up" right after sun-up and sometimes i t was

sun-down when we pot home. We p.ot drinking weter from

a spring about a half mile away. We had spelling matches

every Friday and sometimes Friday night when a l l the

neighborhood wss Invited. Every morning school was

opened with jubilee songs and them we repeated the Lord's

Prayer. On Friday morning we would sometimes have hymns.

Sometimes a man would be passing our way tnd would stop

an;: preaah but not often.

W«< had lo t s of picnics when everyone ca-ne. The

night before a picnic finder the trees where i t was to

be. the men would bring big Iron pots and f i l l them ful l

of water and when this water was hot they would put in

whole hams of mired meat or a quarter of dried meat and

mashed corn hominy. This would *ook a l l nirht and savory

herbs would somatimes he added. Vt'e always used red pepper

but not as muoh as some people used. My, i t would be good.

I t would be done by twelve o'olook next day and how we
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would eetl Everybody would have a t in plate and vrooden

fork or spoon and we would go to the pot «nd help our-

selves a l l the rest of the day, sometimes not goinr, home

unti l after dark.

The young bucka played a kind of ba l l .

We would t ie a horse's t a i l to our belts In the back

and would knock and coteh the hall with sticks thnt were

cut a l i t t l e curved like spoon?! iVhen, In the afternoon

every one would dan^e; the fiddle and th~ bsnjo besides

the drums n&de the music.

We would sing "Ilpi Yipl Yol Take my mine; I take

yoursj Here we go to town! Round and round I Ylpl Yip!

YJ Y! Run around a l l* , here we comej Here we gol"

Then we would a l l ta -re o IT partners and treat therc

to sardines and some time should hove a kind of drink

made somotimos fro*r;. persiinraons, sometimes from f ru i t .

I don't know how the old women nv-de i t but i t was

good.

We bou/^ht our wives anJ I oan*t remember the Indian

ceremony for by the time I can remember the White Father

made UB have a Civil ceremony, I "an' t remember but

one burying but the white people did i t . When ray old
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died tUe women wrapped her In blankets that

aha had made andjtook h«r at night end put her In a hale

In the ground. They carried torches and only women could

go and I don't know what the chant a»-ld but some of the

words were "Sister gon«; we won't see her no more". The

women would l i f t their arms and point in ul l the different

directions and say, "We don't know where but she ROM* out

there* Sh© safe, sl.e there, vrhe:c we see her no more.

Dear Bister she ./one".

CLOTHES.

Uy mother spun a l : the thread and" she vrô e and knit

a l l our clothes, SOCKB, gloVes and sweaters except the

clothes we made out of skins, fte got euch a good price

for a l l skins that we Indians nearly quit dressing In

them when I was a young man. Very f«w weeks passed in

the f a l l that we d i - not mavre £40.00 a week fend more

sel l ing ekins.

We made a l l our trap a. We would 1 nd the logs where

the varmints crossed to e . t or to get water and we would

bore holes In the log, putting spikes in the holes and

"Mr. Varmint" would step In one of these holes, and spike

would hold him t i l l morning when we would knock him in
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th« head wtto T oiub We would oatah wild aate , bwdgera

and beavers . We could ge t §5.00 for « badger h ide , 'jlf^OO

for a beaver* A benver out woo stripwd round the h^ad

end a l l the r e s t was bl^iok. We would ge t i'15,(>0 for «

blue gray wolf .

We made traps for WOIVBB r-nti b?-lt«d the t with c a l f

l i v e r or n w d l n e s . Sardines were b e s t . We would nnt

coons, poor.una i d rabb i t s* Wcwould amo^« the robbl t t

out of their holes.

All footing was done out.doors "r on a flreplaoo.

Mother had Iron « W l l e t s with l ido for bread »nd

sweet bVead, Corn pone was ^ookod In the nshee «nd most

of th« meat WMB hunj? In front of the f i re on a wire end

aa i t o >Oked '*nd turned It was swabbed with a sauce mnde

from vinegar ,sa l t , red peppor and garden h«rbe of d i f f er -

ent kindles well na with leaves from the tr»>oo that Mother

knew when to gather and dry.

W« barbecued whole hogs and rows Bomntiraoo >>nd one

would las t several days ond sometimes a week.

Pappy didn't *ry to fartr( but always traded work or

pe l t s for what was needed, that i#, rool, oorn, whoat or

cotton.
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We were a l l taught how to fe l l a t ree; we were

taught how to make i t f a l l just where we wanted i t to f e l l .

We were taught how to ten hides and cure pe l t s . The women

tended to the weaving and spinning, Uy grandmother always

took her clothes to.the spring and be.it them on a rock with

a wooden paddle but Mother used « wood<?u washboard and a

wooden tub and Pappy node lo ts of syrup for the neighbors

for to l l* Some years he would have enough syrup to do ua

fOi«r or five years and It would a l l turn to sugar if he

could aot se l l i t . \7e used syrup a lot of tiaeu to swab

our baking meat.

Mother dyed a l l her wool and cotton thread any color

she wantod from barks rmd roots . »e used the bark of the

boia d 'arc tree for yellow; pokt berries for red; walnut

and pecan for brown.

Spoons and bowls ware made from walnut wood.

We had a wooden mortar and postly for beating up our corn

Ify grandfather was a medicine man. Ha used barte and

roots for a l l medicine. He used blade snake root f . r locked

bowels; blackberry rout for flux; yellow top weed for fever;
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a wild Jlm»on treed poultice round the heed for head

trouble. For a anoke bite He told us to oat oh a young

chicken alive, i p l l t It open and bind It W the bite and

bind the limb above the bite until th? poison wo3 a l l
re-

drawn out. The eht cken will oom« off f?r~en where It has
*_*

absorbed the polBon. I had n oouetn who was bitten in the

calf of the leg and he w t treated thnt way an'3 got well,

He were taurcht how to te l l the timp of d̂ y by the

ehadow of trees or by looking at the sun. ê could tej,l

how ta l l a tree was by measurlnr Its ohn^ow. Pappy taught

ut al l the lore he knew nnd one brother beo»me n oo<̂ perv

and oould make barrels and wooden things of that kitod as

good ao Pappy oould, but non<* of us followed hie trade

or could do al l the things that he oould do BO well. We

al l had land given ua by the r.ovTruaent but fiddled It

away drinking and gambling. My pappy did n t̂ drink oncl I

wish I didn't.


