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Zajdee B, Bland,
Interviever.

An Interview With Matthew Maytubbie,
321 South Jaokson Street, Altus, Okla,

If I cen remember right I was born March 3, 1889
in a 1ittle town {n Indian Territory named Oberlin. My
father and grandfather wers both born there or near there.
My mother was S;;;"in Morth ~urolina and my grendmother
was a native of isfrica, One of the very first things that
I can remember was a 1it;le 0ld lady sitting in the chimney
corner and sometimes beins very very sad; even cf&ing when
she would tell us about her childhood home, She was over
one hundred years 0ld my mother said.

i cannot remenber how they got them into a ship but
my great grandfather and three girls &«-d oOne boy were
brought over in a ship to the southern coast of Texas and
8014 as slaves, sn Indian gettinc my grandmother when she
was quite a young girl.

As she grew up my grandfather liked her and wanted
her for his squaw. She was bought for him by hi feather
and they had a long ceremony under tﬁé/ﬁouncil Tree and
‘she was deolared frae so that she could marry into the

Chootaw Tribe., I have had the trse pointed out to me a

lot of timms, It was a big bois d'are tree with long
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‘strong l{mbs and was always kept trim ad up from little
) 1oier limbs, All the hanging wes donc on this tree, and
. 1% ssems to me we had a hanging real often when we were
young. a ’

Death was the penalty for neerly everything that
was wrong and hanging was the way a man was always killed
unless his head was cut off on a big block,

If an Indien killed another Indian, he was never °
asksd wﬁy the killing wes done aﬁd {f there was 8 dead
Indian found some one was broughkt be)ovr: the Cld Man of
the tribe and his head was chopped off on the chopping
block, Some times an Indian was punished with lashes
with a cat 0* nine tails; that is, {f he had not done
vefy wrong, Jjust told a little lie or stole a hide or
some 1little thing like that,

My great grandpsp was a oqwman but my pappy had
8 little shop, He mede all kind of things cut of iron
and wood., Pap made chairs, beds, tables, bowls, forks,
and spoone all out of wood, . He slso made wagon wheels
and beds, He really made the whole wagon for he made
all the parts. He made all kinds of wooden yokes for

oxen and for people too, You know Indians carry s lot
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things‘on horses thap you have to have a yoke to put
them on and women have a kind of yoke to put across their
ahodldere'to help carry b:rdeans.

Wooden buckets were.the only kind of bucket we had,
//ﬁé had wooden tubs and peppy made them all.

HOUSES.

A1l the houses that I cgn remenber were made of logs
with wooden shutters +nd doors hung with wooden hirges
snd fastened with woonden lstches, The houses were cover-
ed with wooden boards, I had & brother who could rive
more boards out of a bloeck of wood than any one and could
make the boards smousther and thinner,

There was & spring ocreek that ran through the village
from which we all got our .aver. The bed of the stresms
was gravelly and we would dig a well like & hole down a
little way and the water would boil uplso clear snd eold.

I wish I had a drink of that water now,

SCHOOLS .

We d1d not have a church hause but we did have a log
schoolhouse, Ny first teacher was a lady and we had a

blue backed speller that we learned to spoll and read out
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of too., Our seats were split open logs with round legs
set into them, They had no backs. We always stood up

to recite, The teacher had a great brass hand-~bell that
she would ring and call books, e always took our dinner,
Books "took up" right after sun-up and sometimes it wes
sun~-down when we got home, We got drinking water from

8 spring ebout a half mile away. We had spellinc matches
every Friday and sometimes Fridey night when all the
neighborhood wes i{nvited. ZEvery morning school was
opened with jubi lee sgngs and them we repeasted the Lord's
Prayer. On Friday morning we would sometimes have hymns,
Sometimes a man would be passing our way e¢nd would stop
sn: preach but not often,

We had lots of picenics when everyone came. The
night before & picnic ,under the irees where 1t was to
be>the men would bring blg iron pots and fill them full
of water and when this water #as hot they would put in
whole hams of cured meat or a quarter of dried meat and
ﬁashed corg hominy. This woulé ~ook all nirht and savory
herdbs woulé sometimes he added, Ve always used red pepper
but not as much as soms people used. My, it would be good,

It would be done by twelve o'alock next day and how we
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would eat! Everybody would have a tin plate and wooden
fork or spoon and we would go to the pot »nd help our-
aelveﬁ all the rest of the daj, some timss not goin~ home
until}after dark.

The young bucka played a iind of ball,

Ve wouid tie a horse's tull to our belts in the bagk
and would knoék and cateh the hall with sticks thnt were
cut a little curved iike speone. Then, in the afternoon
every one would dance, the fiddle and th~ banjo besides
the drums mcde the music.

fie would sing "Yip! Yip! Yol Teke my mine; I teke
yours! Here we gzo t0 town! Round and round! Yip! Yip!
Y! Y! Run-éround all'e Here we comel Here wve gol"®

' Then we would all ta<e o:r partners and trect them
to sardines and sometimes./would have a %ind of drink
made sometimes frov. persiémons, sometimes from fruit,

I don't know how the 0ld womsn m-de {t but it was
good.

We bought our wives an, I can't remember the Indfan
ceremgny for Sy the tims I can remember the White Fether
mde ue have a Civil ceremony, I ~an't remember but

one burying but the white people dld {t. When my old
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grendmutner died tue women wrapped her in blankets that
she had nade andﬁook her at night and put her in a hole

in the ground. They carried torches and only women could
go and [ don't know what the chent &:.id but some of the
words were "Si{ster gone, we won't ses her no more", The
women would lift their ar;a‘;nd point {n nll the different
direct{ons snd say, "We don't know where but she gonr ocut
there, OShe safe, sl.e there, where we see her no more.

Jeay sister she :sone",

SLOTHES,

¥y mother spun al: the thread and she wova and xnit
all our e otheg, soeks, glovYes and sweaters except the
clothes we made out of skins, #e got such a good price
for all skins that we Indians nearly quit dressianr in
them when I was a young men, Very Tew waeks passed {n
the fall that we di. not mave 240,00 a week und more
selling skins,

Wie made all our traps. e would i nd the logs where
the varmints erossed t0 e.%t or to get water and we would
bore holes in the log, putting spikes in the holes and
"Mr, Vﬁrmdnt" would step {n one of these holes, and spike

would hold him t{1) morning when we would knook him in
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the head witn 1 2lud #e wouldcatoh wild cats, budgers
and beavers. Ve could get 25,00 for n badger hide, *15,00
for a beaver, 4 beaver out wap striped round the hsed

and all the rest was black, Ve would get /15,00 for a
blue gray wolf.

We mnde treps for wolves ~nd beited the. with galf
liver or sardines. Sardines were best, We would ant
coons, pousuns s 4 rabbita, Wewould smo-e the rabbi ts
out of their hules,

411 rooving was done out doore ~r on a Cireplacos

Mother had lron skillets with 1lds for bread nnd
sweet bread, Corn pone was rooked in the nshes snd most
of the meat wne hurng {n front of the Tire on a wire end
as {t ar0ked nnd turned {t was swabbed with a sauce mnde
from vinegar,salt, red pepper and garden herbs of differ-
ent kindsss well ns with leavez from the trres that “other
knew when to gsather ond dry.

#e barbecued whole hogs snd ~ows somntimes »nd one
would last geveral days and sometimes s wesk,

Papyy d44d4n't vry $o farm but always traded work or
pélt- for what was ueeded, thet is, wool, dorn, wheat or

cotton,
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We woere all taught how to fell a tree; we were
taught how to make it fall just where we wanted it to fall.
e wers taught how to ten hides and ocure pelta, The women
tended t0 the weaving and spinning. iy grendmother aclwe s
took her clothes to the spring and best them on a rock with
& wooden paddle but Mother used & wood<u weshbosrd and a
wooden tub und Pappy race lots of ayrup for the neighbors
for toll. Some years he would have enough syrup to do us
fo.r or five years and it would all turn to sugar {f he
could not sell it, Ve used syrup a lot of tizmus to sweb
our baking meat,

Mother dyed all her ws0l end cotton thresd any color
she wanted from barxs und rosts, Ve used the bark of the
bois d'are tree for yellow, pok: berries for red; walnut
and peecan f{or brown,

Spoors and gowla ware made from walnut wood.

We had a wooden mortar and pestis for beating ;p our corn.

My grandfather was & medicine man, He used barks and

roots for all medi~ine, He used black anake root f.r loecked

bowsls; blasckberry rout for fiux, yellow top weed for fever,

-
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2 wild jimson weed poultice round the head for heed
trouble, For a snske bite ke told us to catch a ywng

chicken 2live, split it open end bind {t tu the bite and

‘

7¢ ,
drawn out, The chi cken w1l come off gr~an where It hus

b

absorbed the noison. I had a eousin who was bitten in the

bind the 1imb above the bite until ths poiscn wos &ll

L

calf of the leg and he w8 trested that way anl got well,
fle were taught bow to tell the time of dny by the
shadow of trees or by logking et the sun. e could tegl
F
how tall a 4%res was by measurin~ its shodow, Pappy téught
us all the lore he knew and one brother becsme n codper,
and could mske barrels and wnoden things of that kind as
good as Pappy eould, but none of ue followed his tfade
or could do all the things that he gqould do &0 we}l. Vie
2il had land gl ven us by the ~overnment but tiddigé it
away drinking and gambling., My pnppy did n~t drink and I

wish [ didn't.



