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Indian Pioneer History Projeat S-149
Interviaw of R,W.Hamilton "~ Thomas F. Meagher, Super.,
By Grace Kelley 109 South Main,
Mereh 16,1937 Tulsa, Okla.

I came to the Inpian Territory by train, got
off at Muskogee, and ocame to Okmulges Sy stage aoacgh
the same day. It was in 1885, I got a Jjob clerking for
Cap Severs, F.B.Severs, and worked there for a year,
He decided I would be more @enifieial to him at his
Muskogee store, so he transferred me there. Nome of
the streets were named then but the Okmulges store |
wa8 where the Citizens Nationsl Bank is now, The same
west wall as then. The liuskogea store was at the corner
of Main and Muskogee Ave, There is a Hotel there now,
In 1894 I married Susan Cherokee Thompson, at
Tehlequah, As her name implies, she was a Cherokese
i Indian, don't want to brag about my wife, she died
la st month but she was quite a distingaished artist’
x She painted a picture of Sequoyay, the inventer
of the Cherokee alphabet, that is about three fest

\square. There have b&en several made of him but heﬁ?s
lseems to be a WMesterpiece, It was at the Tulsa Hisgor-

gioal Exibit and everybody wad enthusiastio in their

;praise of it. I'd show it to you but her brothar has

'taken it, and is going to have it hung in & prominent

|
' place in the School at Tahlsquah.,

4G4
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by Grace Kelley .

I have about a half domen of her paintings that I'd like to
gshow you though. (There were two of flowers, three scenses
and two etchings. One of herself, when she was & young lady
in sohool, about 19, The other of her brother. She took
photo and enlarged it , the frame is about four feet square.
I wouldn't consider myself a critic but I liked them)

There use to be a noon-day stop of the Stags, I'€e
eaten lunch there many times, half way between Muskogee and
Okmulges., It was called "Les Town"., Ann Lee ran the Hotel and -
her husband Dave Lee had the giooéry store. There until the
the railroad ocame through, then they moved to Boynton:

An Orphans School for the colored children was abount
fifteen niles west of Muskogee. Joe Davidson, who went by the
" _name of §uzz Hawkins, that must have been 'his chureh or war
namq,?I éon't know but I do know that he didn't go by his
right name, ranlthiéfnome.‘ .

[ Shieldsville never was very big, just a few buildings,

| .

. |~ Deep Fork Ford 1s still there and will always be there,
but it's not is use anymore, "

| There is é Salt Spring near Salina, in the Cherokes
Nation, I've visited it many times. It~ Just bubbles right up

out of the ground, a.nd it sure stinks.

N

N\
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Mearshalls
Bass Resves-Fort Smith
Bud Ledbetter-iuskogee
Frand Jones- Muskogse

Creek Legislators I remember:

Legis Parryman
Gen. Porter

Dave Hodge

Sam Grayson'
WQShington Grayson

John Goat

John Buck
wﬁen the Cresk Council House was buill, they got the
” rook South of town. They had to build a bridge across a
gully. The rock abutments are still there but the bridge
is gone. ‘

Chief Checota is butied two or three miles northwest

of Okmunlges, alone,:there isn't anyone else yaried there.
Th;re was & marker at his grave that I could see from gy

window. It has fallen down but T am sure it is still there.

~
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Distinguished or Prominent Persons
Sugar George made quite a bit of money in the stock
buginess. He wore a linen duster ,winter or summer, regard-
less of the weather, When the Creek Council met, Henry
Fisher put up a resalution and they passed on it, that
Sugar George should take off.his linen duster. It was '
winter timse, the snpow and frost was on everything. The
Housa of Rep;esentatives passed the resolution and it
read something like this: Sugar George is bringing the
Creek Counocil in disrepute in the eyes of the world, by
wearling that linen duster all the time. So be it resolved
that this honorable body ask Sugar Geg;ge to remove the,
linen duster, It isn't on record whegher he removed it'or not.
There was an Indian girl, Agneés Bell, who:-was more ‘“

than average among her tribe of.people. I don't know what |
became of her, <

- A Freedman who oame Bere but didn't live hers, was .
Coody Johnson. He had t@e greatest intellect, a smart man,
He graduated from the Lincoln University of Pennsyl‘rnia.
He 1lived among the Siminoles and was the advisor to the

Chief. The real chief but not in name. He spoks both langua- "

ges. .
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Ma jor Cramer should be mentioned, he was above the.
average mill ran. A retired‘merohant.

Cap F.bB.Severs had‘a ranch fifteen miles north-east
of Okmulgee. His home was dastroyed by fire a few months
ago.

William Harvison, a retired Indian merchant. Took a
prominent pait in the Ispahecha War,

Sém Heines was & man that any woman would have been
proud to have his ﬁanq in marriage, if she could have had
the ochance. He was a regular ladiss man, He was smart and
conld tell you & lot 3£ he wonld. He lives in the country
but gets his mail in Ckmulges.

A very accentric nﬁn was Prof. Rossin, who taught
in & 1little country school about twenty miles from Okmnl-
gee. He bossted of éaving been born in thé shadow of the
0ld st. Panl, in London, Once he lsctnred those little
Indian children all day on Psychology, You can imagine

how fast those children learned under him. Qpe day he

undertook the trip to town alone and got lost., After spend-
ing the night in a haystack on the pfairie, he saw a houss
in the distance and went to it, When he called a white

woman came Qubt and said,"How do you do, Sir."He was so

-
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surprised to hear the “thglish'language“ gpoken, He asked, her

what her name might be and she told him it was Josephine Childers

He said." What a great combination of names. I thought I wae tran-

spodted ﬁack to the confines of‘the Reign, but to my great Haston-
v

ishment I hear the Hengliéh,langwage spoken." After that he
brought two guidesland two interpreters with‘him when he'd.
come to Qkmul gee.

Alec Posey was a Creek Poet that everyone should know
about, Somehow he was drowned in a flooded stream, They have
the.lihb of the tree, in the Council house, where he hung on
for hours before he had to turn loose and drown, He had held
on to this limb to keep his head out of thse water. The people
‘who were looking for him got there Jjust too lata.

Dave Carr wes an 0ld time Indian, a successful and
I suppose, an honest one., I never hearad anything wrong about
him, He got drunk once in a while, but most of folk do that.

He was killed and it was thought that the son did it. at

least tha son knew Just where to go to find him so he must

have known somethihg about it. There was no trace of any white
citizaﬁ having anything against him, Dave's wife died & natural
death, When Isragl was killed he had threatened a white farmer
and this farmer saw him and a negro named Sharpe or else Grayson,
I don't remember which, riding up. He stood by the window and
ghot hém through it, killing him. Then he went to the authorities

and told them what he had done, They had his trial at Muskogee
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and turned him loosé. I can't remember his nama though.

Ierael's sister married Solomon Anderson. Mrs.
Bmme, Anderson,of Okmulgee, is real old and a widow.

Cap Severs married another named Annie, apd they
had several children, two of them ara still living.
Mary and Annie are both widowe and run the Severs
Hotel of Muskogee.. Mary married the wé&lthy Billie

Owan,

Anderson was a prominent man, his daughter,K Lizzis,
married Blueford Miller. He &as a vary successful stock-
man here in this part of the oountry./g\ wa.s his brand.
There wareuthgeafohildren to this wnion, one son and
three daughters., Bunch Miller made~a success in oattle,
He had a ranch North of Tulsa at Mansford, also one
fifteen milas North-east of Okmulgee, lives there., The
ol@est girl married E4 Hart, the President of the Citizen's
Nationgl Bank. She died not long ago. He has eonsiderable
means, Maryy married Harry Hart and they had three girls
and two boys. One girl is teaching in thse ngulgae 8chool,
main instructor of the minds of the white éolk. One is
& book-keeper at the Citizen's National Bank. The gther
is very prettyg a great beauty, so pretty that it is not-
icabla, works at Ramsey Fulfords Dry Goods.
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Gen., Porter was lin command of the Non~Ispahecha or
law abidiﬁg’citizens. thet was before I came here, Ithink
it was about 1878, .

Moti Tiga¥ was a prominent and good citizen who lived
in the country. His daughter, Kate Shaw lives in Wagoner,

Oklahoma. She is highly educated, intellegen} and a beauty.
@rs. Johnson Tiger,I beleive, is the most enlightened
in the country. ‘
Cap. Christofer Belcher was the Post Master for sever-

8l years, An aeducated man,

Therq was a H¢XJ Hotel man of fair intellegence, fook
-the daily paper but we say he had poor taste. He had =
negro wife. The hotel was at the corner of Sixth and Grande
Ave. |
L4
You want to see Bill and Walter and Perry Morton,
They are Indians who will talk, THey are from fifty years

to sixty=five years old. Lived here all their lives,

I want to tell you a funny little story and then I
beleive that is all I know of interest. Thers was a well
to~do man and his wife lived at the Hotel., She was nice,
I don't see how on earth she came to marry him, evaryone
liked her., They hgd no children, He want hun%ing every

day and never worked. We didn't see how he could make
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ﬁ living but as they had plénty we pupposed he was rich,
and in a way he'was. One day a letter was picked up, that
he had dropped in the corrador of the hotel. When it was
read we knew how he made a living. His mothﬁr was paying
him seventy five dollars a month to stay away from home,
And in this laetter he t0ld her that if she didn't raisse
his wages to one hundred dollars a month he was coming
homa,

Thet was about the quearest way of making a liming

I ever heard of,

%%

Mr ,Hamilton is a very nice o0ld man himself, who seems

to see the good in the other person.



