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(J - An Interview With Geopge Griffin,
Ewlbert, OkYahoma.

George Griffin was born in the city of Nashville,
Tennessee, on the 4th day of March, 1861, the day upon
which Abrahem Lincoln was sworn in as presideﬂt of the
United Stateﬁ, and he was twenty years of aée when he
decided to Jéurney to éhe'Indian'Tgrritory. He reached
Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation, in 1881. While engaged in
ascertaining the name of some person who might wish to
employ a young man for farm labor Mr. Griffin met former
Principal Chief William P, Ross, who owned a large fara in

‘the Fort Gibson bottoms. After conversing awhile, Mr.
Ross engaged Mr. Griffin as one of his farmers.: The ser-
vies of Mr. Griffin prove& 80 sgtisfact%ry to his empldyer
thgf he remained as principal farmer for a period of three

years.

After leaving the employ of Mr. Ross, Mr. Gr%ffin re-

mained at Fort Gibson for awhile, continuing to engage in

¢ h



t

GRIFFIN, GEGRGE. - . INTERVIEW. \\ 13284, '

agricultural pursuits, but finally removed t0 tLat portion

of the Tahlequah district which is now included in fthe

Hulbert township. In course of time Mr. Griffin ecame
able to purchase a large traot of highly fertile and not
distant from the Grand River. This tract was agquired
after the allotment of Cherokée lands, end Mr, /Griffin
engaged in raising corn, grain aﬁd alfalfa. Uétil wil thin
recent years he spent a large ﬁortion of his/time about
the farm and‘meadow.

Yhen Mr. Griffin rgached Fort Gibsén 7 years ago,
large portions ‘of the low-lying bottbm i ds were covered
with an extensive growth of timber, Thezz were huge
.8ycamore, cottonwood, black wainut,‘and ak trees, much
undergrowth, and large canebreaks. The lakes and sloughs
.in the midst of the timbered tracts were filled with fish,
an& in the fali and winter seassns wild ducks in countless
numbers alighted upon the water.

Hidden away in the depths of the woodlands and cane-
‘breaks were a number of small ocabins in which lived whites

and negroes,_besides sorle Indians, Whan the Grand and the

Arkansas Rivers overflowed their banks and the muddy waters
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. apregd gra% there was hurriéd exodus‘of the cabin dwellers
to higher ground. In old two-horse- wagons, horsebaak;

on foot, carrying portions 6f housshold gobds, these
people emerged from the bottoms gnd.remained tempofarili
about the town of Fort Gibson until the streams resumed
their normal state again. - )

Mr. Griffin knew most of the people Af Fort Gibson,
which was quite a amall town more than fifty years ago.
The military post was yet occupied and blue-coated soldlers
were 1o be seén each day. There was no railroad in the
early eighties, buthoccasionally a fair-sized steamboat
caﬁe up the Arkgnsas, entered the Grand River and steamed
to the landing place in viéinity of the pressent rai;way
bridge. The iron ring used to secure such crafts at the
lan& is st1ll t0 be seen imbedded in the rock under the
present railroad bridge . '(1938).

Much of the mail for Fort Gibaon was ocarried by men
on horseback, 4nd meil sent out fram Fort Gibson to other
points was carried in similar mainer. When streams were

- 8wollen from heavy rainfall the mail riders experienced

delay. There were no bridges throughout the ocountry, and
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until the waters subsided there was no way of crossing °
the streams: Occasionally, though, a mail ocarrier rode
far from the trail and went around the source of the

swollen stream and reached his destination.



