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BIOGRAPHY FORM : .

WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

. nkford
‘Ficld Worker's name Ide B L&.

Novewber 23,

‘This rcport made on (date)

¥rs. inna Griffin’ ( : o= A
1, Name ) , ) '

Cordell, Oklahoma

2, Post 0ffice Address

t
3. Residence address (or locat ion)Eﬁmt ,Caddﬂ?_%treet.

; ‘ November AB 9
4, DATE OF BIRTH:; Month Day  °  Year 000
. rn
5. Place of birth _ ooorEla.
“ . . 01’1'13
6., Name of Father To J. U Place of birth Georgia

Other information about father Farmer

7. Nams of Mother __ Susen Jemson - _ Place of birtn _CoorEia
Other informat ion about mother Housewi Te. ) ) .
Notes or camplete narrative by the field worker dealincs . & ~h: 1470 and

story of the “erson intcrviewed, Refer to Manual foxr 587 ™oo i’ jiehs
-25d-questisns,....Continue on blank sheets if nccoss%ry ant ¢ "vech firmly to
this forms Number of shcets attached——-- * .




‘ _ u 128
GRIFFIN, ANNA. INTERVIEW. #9299 |

' Interview with Mrs. Ama Oriffin
East Caddo Street, Cordell Oklshoma
Investigator - Ida B. Lankford
Indian~-pioneer History, S-149
November 23, 1937
My husband, W. C. Jones eand I oame to@c;Loud Chief

in 1900. Mr. Jones ghartered a car and.ehipped his horses
and farming implements to Mountain View, which at that time
was as far as the Rock Island Railroad went. My sister and
her husband, . H. Bills, livad at Cloud Chief. Mr. Bills
was in the grocery business t*pere. We rented a farm and
moved onto it. The water waa hard and did not agree with E
ua. but we were very well con;mted tmtil my husband was
takan,aick with meumonja. in 1901, He was sick two
months and twelve days and died the 12th day of March, 1901.
W%e had ‘three littls boys aged ten, eight and three and I
copld hoéﬁon my way to go on alone. \I was 80 ‘heartbroken

" and discouraée’d. My parents wanted me to come back home

tq Burleson, 'fexas. I sold out my pewsonal propei'ty. which

e cn—

was all I had)and moved back. to ‘l‘exqs. T Wil hever Torgst
the people who wers so kix-ld and good to us during my hl;.aband 's
111neas. They were neighbors in every possible way.

F x ).: st;yed 111 Texas nearly two yeers but I was not

- satisfied. I uanted to coms back and make my home here. My

-
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sia‘tef and her husband had moved to Gotebo, as the railroad
| had moved on tarthér west a;xd I came back to try and buy

a home. Mr. Bills helped me and we found an eighty acre

place for sale, nire miles northwest of Gotebo,

- I paid $700.00 for the place or rather for ths relinquish- -
ment end then I filed on the‘ place. It had a half dugout,
12 x 24, a shingled roof with wooden floors and four win-
dows which gave very good ventilation and a small barn.

The grass land was all fenced and had a drilled well of

good so'ft water; the land was a little sandy, and was

good soll. /My little boys and I moved onto this farm in
the 3pring of 1903. I did not have money enough to buy
astock, and implements to work the placs, so I Tented it all
but about five acres. My renter planted and oultivat;.ed ‘
these five acres for me and we chopped cotton to pay him for
his work. I gathered two ba_laa o’f Qo'cton off this acreage.

- That F;all 1 bought & tear of harses and a turning plow and

-~ “cultivator—and-me-pieked-sncugh-sotton for my remter end
other neighbors ‘to buy a cow and two pigs. ‘Ernest,'the
oldest boy, was not stout enough to hold the plow and guide

the horses in breairing the land. Frank guided the horses

and ths other the plow. I took turns with them. It was

>
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a hard ‘struggle to get the land bdbroken and the crop
planted, but we did it and mede & good crop. At the end
of the third year, we had five head of cattle, two good
horses, tﬁixg implements, enough feed to run us another
year, lots of-chickens, hogs to make our meat and some
monoy' Im the bank. We always attended church on Sundays.
My brother-in-lem‘ was a miniater of the Church of Christ.
He surely was & great help to me in giving advice and
e!nooui'agomont. 0f course, there were discouraging times
when it seemad I could not carry on but I always trusted
in my Heavenly Father to help me and that faith ia what
carried me through. I always tried to live within my .
rsans.
In 1904, I wes mernied to W. H. Griffin of Cordell,
" amen I had known for some time. Mr. Griffin's wife
died a year or two after my husbend died. Mr. Griffin
had been elected Sheriff of Washitad County in 1905, So
days did not get a e;alary. He got 2 fee tor.serving
papers of different kinds and for mileage and we did not

have cars then, so when Mr. Griffin had to serve papers,

Im ~‘~'Ehe_ﬁham1§‘l£_thﬂsg\ .
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‘he rode on horseback,., or went in a buggy and it would
t;aka him almost a day to go twelvg or fifteen miles,
He was not allowed an undersheriff, as sheriffs are now,
so I begen doing his office work for him and for three
years. we lived at the jail ané reé the prisoners and
were the jailers,‘ also. It wias almost as hard work as
- living on the farm but I did not nmind. I had the
opportunity to keep the children in school, to give each.
\of them a chance for an education, which I did not have
on the. farm, where I needed their help early in the
Spring aend early in the Fell. Uometimes I had to act
as jailer, sometimes as shefitf in ¥r. Griffin®s absence.
I have sat at the telephone for hours, getting in touch
with other officials when something urgent would come up,
and the force would all be out on official business. The
prisoners were always nice to me; they all c]alled me
"Mother Griffin” and I always sew that they h;ad Bibles and
- - other-gnod reading matter in their cslls;  We Had the T
satisfaction of having the Comiss;oner of Charities tell
us that ours was the cleansst and best kept jaig in the = __
state. That statement wﬁs pu;:lislnd in the “"Heraldy a

!

paper published By Mr. Gunsenhouser here in Cordell. / 3

\ R
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We made mistakes as everyone doea;‘ for none of us are

perfect, but we tried to do the best we knew at the time.

In Jamuary, 1911, Mr. Griffin's term expired and we
"moved to his farm five miles scutheast of town. . It seemed
so peaceful and quiet, The children were great big boys by
then,and were of much help and comfort to us. ¥r. Griffin
raised corn and alfalfa, stock, and hogs, and there in
1913, our daughter Ina Prancis was born and we all thought
she 'as “the only baby in the world. Soon the boys began
to merry and make homes for themselves and we could not
run the farm without quite a bit of expanée, g0 we moved
back to town. Mr. Gritfin'a health began to fail in 1919.
The death of his daughter Hattie, in 1918, and my boy,
Franktiiggthe war, brought on a nervous condition and his
health gradually falled. 'He died inm 1923. Our dmghter

Ina was ten years old at that taﬁe;'and she was surely a

comfort to me. I Lad something to do,to look forward to

o her education, her bringing up  to be & good Christian -

woman. Now, in 1937, she is marrfed and living in California;
my two sons ..Rrneat and Frank Jones are uear me, My
youngest boy, Barl, passed away November 26, 1930, at

Oklshoma City.



