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To Te Ho‘.lland. ST ' .\
Meld Worker, ' N

An Interview mh%gi.‘ Guffey

"I moved to Tulsa in 1891. I vas a blaak?mith‘
by trade and when I got to Tulsa I formed a pgrtéerabip
with Charles Robinson, and we operated a shop whgre tgo
Public Serviee Plant now 18; 1st and Gﬁgyenne, oberatiﬁg
this blackomi thing business there for_three year;.

did a pretty good business, We rspaired hegons; busgies

o

and made and repaired plows. We made li,wagons‘while

working there, There were very few factory built wagons
in tho territory then, Horse shoeing constituted a good
part of our worke. As usual, on the prairie, tHe muetangs
didn't require shoeing very often; however thejponies
used in the Osage hills had to be shod often. gThe§ bro’ t /
«all kindé to us,.and whe? thef were too wild, re woul@ Tgh
"hobble" them until thay coeled off, then we cpuld shoe /
them without so much troubles We got from $1.D0 up for ’,”'
[shoeing horses all arsunde o~ ‘ i ~

Thera ware very few buggiea in Tulsa then, I re- '

membor Rev. Geo. Mowbray hai a two wheeled sulky, and kha
odd part of 1t was, he drove two hornes to this sulkye Rev,
Mowbray was one of the sarly preachers, and drove to/hiu
appointments 1Q'this sulkye |

/

There was one church here when I same, and none out
3 / ’
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in the countrye Freaching was held in the residences

R .

of settlers, and in the summer time they would hold ' .

services under brush arbors, with split log seats, or

ones made of rough lumber. There was usually good or- .
der, Oocgsi§na11y a drunk weuld show ué.’ Hé"aa taken
_awhy, end persuaded, ir posgiblé, to remain away; how=
ever if he turned out to be téo mach trouble, they just
tied him up to a tree, and let him sober upe.

The Indians would have meetiﬁgs;,preaching and

barbecues. Legus P?S?yman was the most pfﬁﬁi;;;t speake

or among the Indians, and was usually at all meetings,

and usually spoke. VWhen whites were nresent, he would, ’ .
svssk in English as :well as Creek languagee.
Rev, Mowbray was an early Mayor of Zzlsa.

Tulss, in its ea-ly days got its godds from Caney,

v~

Kensas, and later, Vinita, that {s after the Frisco Rail=

L3

road readhed Vinita, The ‘goods were hauleé overlaﬁd in

wagons over the trails, as thers were no roads thed

w

Another business in’this part of the country 45

years aro was the timber business. There was veryllittlo

samme “~;EIEI“¥Imbar~hera«exggg_‘galnut, vut there was quite

- Vi

a lot of that, \mlﬁt‘timo 1t was worth good money.

——

The white men would make a trade with the Indians for ﬁhia
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timber, as the Government wouldn't let any timber, ex=

cept down timber, be cut, 80 a lot of timber was out at

night, then sometimes later, this "down" timber wdﬁld

be "tound" and sold. T remember one especially large wal~ |
nut that was ocut, south of Tulea.A,It was 7 feet at the

butt, and 1? fect to the first limbs., I've seen 'em roll \
the  heavy logs one-fourth mile to the irkansas rivere. \ \\\

They would put down skid poles and wind a"iong TODO 8w

round the log, then hitch a horse to it and in tﬁig way,

‘roll the logs, and‘finally éet them to the rivéf..“hen the \\
river was rea:hea the logs were rafted, walnut being \
hééyy, they would cut Cottonwood loge and mix with the

walﬁh} logs to better f;oat theme Then they would a=

uait~; rise in the river when they would push off and go

down wi%h the current as long as the rise lasted, when

they woul% again tie upe In this wey they would eventuslly

réagh Fort;?mith, their destination., Sometimes it woild

Lo
be months before the logs would fiunslly reach Fort Smithe

I wag living in Tulsa when the first bridge was
bullt across| the Arkensas. This bridge was built in 1894 -

and vas finanged by individuals, among the most prominent

- —men -eonnegted uith'thgﬂprIPQQ?,“ere Mel Beard and J.M.

Halle At that time Red Fork wes the _larger of the two
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- river. Some argued that it could not be dbuilt, but these

QUFFEY, foHimYY '\y‘.
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towns, and one reason for the slow growth of Tulsa was the

men were determinediﬂso went to work and had 1t built, It
was a tall ;g}dge. And I remember the builders put up &
metal tablet at each end of the “bridge and qn.this tablet
were these words, "They said we couldn't do it, but we did.”"
This proved to be a auccpa§,and the‘toll colleated soén

paid roésthe bridge, and, to3, brought many to Tulsa, and
tha‘g;owth of éhe town Qas brigsk from then on. The to0ll

for walkers was S¢e. Man on horsehack 25¢, and from 25& to

50¢ for wagons, according to the amount of load in ihe wagone "
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