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INTERVIEN. WITH ASHIZY W. GUFFEY
916 ¥. 20th, Tales,Oklahoma

1 waa born in Caldwell connty Missouri on the 1eth

of [April, 1&60. . ) , .
My father, Aahloy R. Guffey, was born in Kentuoky.

[
{

in 1838, My mother, Dian (aaltula) eurr-y, was born
East ’ronnum, in thq Cumberland uountain. bnt

f
1 /don't remember the date. -

My first trip <o Oklahoma in 1884, A asn in
Carthago was having timber cut, ann oross tin mde.
:hx timber, in what 1- now Ottawa ;county, about 10
niln south of Baxter Springs. I rode horseback
,fron Oaldull Oounty to this t1nbor land. which was
~on Grand Rinr, about where Wmdotto now is. I

orhd here holping make crou-tiu. This was before
Khom. The railroad

The coross-ties wers

. hauled .to.Bexteér. Springs on wegons. I stayed here and
"worbd for ‘several weeks when I ':‘:oturnod»to Missouri,

"

mg hono
| A{ 'huo efhor Wy nturn to uiuonri, I narri q,
end tn&n my Wife gna 1 came to Oklahom to.1ive. - - This
uaiq1888 IhadtraMtor;uson, and}:ého
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mustangs, tl}"ich nade a.pntty good team. We came

throu@ Qua#:nw, Miami, Afton, Vinita, all of which

were amall ;mmg poats or towns.-' We .came down &

trail, which ren something along the route over

wl‘uch hi;hwa? 66 now runs. We settled on the Ark-'

uliun river, about 3 miles north of where ~tho

. Cimarron River empties 1hto it. Here, wo, my broth-

er-in<law and I, boian to cut t;mbar, or logs, to

build our hougu. e cut and built two one room houses,

of logs. One for my wife and I, and one for my brother”

in-law and his wife. These houses were about 14 X 16 feet

in size and had stick and clay chimneys. Not having any

lumber, and thers not bveing any saw niua\ in the country,

we had tb make clap-boarda with which we conred the houses,

) rho“u clap-boarda wers "rived” from timber with otraigxt T

grain, and split easily. -A "fro" was used to "rive" them

with, a o ‘
Not having any ded tteads, we conntructad thun from

clap-boards, and the tloora,,too, lm made of this same

material. We didn't seil the houses over head.

-




GUFYEY, ASHIEY W. INTREVIEN

s
%o had a cwk—ﬂﬁo and some cast iron cooking
utensils. ¥e also brought along feather beds, bix_t
" having no matresses; as are used to da'y, /o went
\dm nesr the river and out grass, and when curod.
n filled "ticks" of that, and this, vith tho feath-
. or bed made a vory comrortablo sleeping amnpmnt.
Well, 1120 here was vexry pleasant. I trgppod
fo> beaver and ottor along tho river, and caught’
quite a. )ot '0 ;th-. I -old these hidu for from
$2.50 to 012.00 tho_um now would ‘bring probably
$100.. D}In-:ne s were very fn then. What we need-
ed from tixo stores, in the way of coffo‘o, sugar, flour
and dry goods, yc got at Red Fork which then was a ,
larger prco than'!ulu. 1 oold my furs here, at Red
Poxk, or tgadod them for what I needed pt ths store.

) ;l'h.ro were quite a lot of deer, and plenty of
wild turkeys, Ive Xnon. and counted, -as many as 200
turkeys in one flock. 3, when we wantéd rna.h meat,
Ivonldgoonta.nakinadnrox; some turkeys, and

a wild hog when 1 wanted one.
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"¥he hogs, originally belonging to the Indans, . B
were allowed to run wild in the timber, ‘and they *
" were really wild. Any hog found which wam't *
"marked” was aonmom holnngm <0 ﬁn fmder.
»80, you uro/privuopd to kill ey unmrha hog,
* or at loaat every t‘:ody“did it. Thess hoga, in the
= fall and early winter, ¥ers fat and mde good pork.

t¥hile we lived here, Cherokee B.ili

visit, came ome night snd wanted to spend the night

!nh us.  0f course, we didn't refuse hin; He was

_very courtooua, and ssemed to appreciste our hoapital-

itye. His reason for cmina to ourﬁhw—hczuphinﬂ

was that he was being chand by ths U.s.lhrdmlo, who
had run him out of the Osage county, vhorc. he saiad, ho
hed been selling whiskey. 1 lmow, or have seen thp
Daltons, and Bill Doolis, but had fo troubls with any
of them. |

I made the "run” in o Oklshoms Territory in 1889,
but failed to stake a olain, I alm male the run in Sept.

1891, into the Sac& Fox Territory. Dr. Sem Kennedy, a
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resident now of Tulsajand 1, made this run togstber. \
Ws went on to the old ‘rurby Track mch. but_as in
1889 nm, I failed to Jornate sy land. l(u beat to it
by othors. o
~ Om Septeaber-1s, 1898, I made the run into the
_ Cherokee strip. I was suocessful in thia,mn, £1ling
" on 120 scres 4 miles northeast of Keystons and I lived
there until July, 1894.‘wh¢n I 014 my £iling.

1 went %o Gathris %o file 5y Slamm—The-omly——
dgst was $14.00-pretty oheap for 120 acres of good e
knd, ‘,1 tm’nitouu‘l my claim to Bill“l'ollué, who is . .C
still living, and who still owns this tnot. ,

After seeing this lm

Jhave 1ived here since.
b | 1 remsmber two Postoffices which have besn dis-
' continued: One, named Sinnett, located 4 miles porth-
west of Kevatone; and Leewoy, locsted 4 niles, Rortheast
of Keystone. -Thens were in existence along about 18%0.
1 knew :u‘rr’ srcher, Tim Egan, Bob Bynum, J.M. Hall, Lon
Stanberry, Arthur Antle, Vic, Shurtleff, end Sem Keunedy

and a multitude of others in Tulsa, sll of whom were my

PSS —
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: 6’ .
friepds. 1 recall the death of Jeff ircher, who vas
killed Yy nﬂ Indian, a son of Isgus Perryman, one time

| 'cnur of the Creek Nation, and bi'othor of G’ora- Perryman,

‘ This Indian went into Archer's store t0 duy some shells
fo; hin pistol, and ho was given these by Archer. Ho
‘ trm to load nu gm but, being drunk, he oouldn"t do

~.- it, 80 Arxcher tom him he would load it. for him, which

% pg dide Then the Indian, being drunk, decided the next

——%thing to do, was t0 shoot his pistol, which he 4id firing

it sproass Ltho counter and hitting a can of powder, which
T\ oxplod;&. Perryman was blown acroas the house and killed

_ instantly, but Archer lived atout a- week before he died.
When 1 came to Mn Geoxrgs Perryman lived where the

| Gourt House now stands, which is the Fortheast corner of

Sth and Boulder. He had « &od house for -that day. He
hauled ‘tbe lumbér from Coffeyville, Kansas with which to

build the houss. His brother, legus i’om—n, had a hekise

across from Gsorge, about where the Medical Axts building

now is.

T ee——
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‘My brother-in- law and I established the first

ferry acroas the Arkansas near Keystone, in 1888. Our /
ferry was 4 miles east Of Xeystone. We went up in the
hills 10 miles kartheast of Keystone and found aomb fing
cedar timber, This we cut and hauled to our phc’é, neg;r
.Knystono, where we built the boat. The "gunnela'r/, or
side pieces of the ferry joat, were %0 feet longﬁ made of
two pieces, splico@ together. Ve hewed this t:lmrbor down
with broad-axes to a thickness of ’abouti 4 incho:;, We tap-—
.oz;ad the side pieces and joined them in the middle with
wooden pens, and spike nails, using pi’f’ch toi seal tho%joint.
W used cedar for the bottom, hawing 'tIia out, but we used

planss to0 smooth th; odges which were leveled. Thess planks

f
were joined, pitched and domestic atrii;a were used to colk
th; ssams, which held good this way.{ ‘ée, also covered the
tqi: with the sams material and in the i#mo way. Ue hail spike
nails to n;:il in the bottom on toy. T!%o sides, or gunusls

were about 16 inches high. This made & good !*ont and one

i
i

“that could and ‘'did carry big loads. Bu ferri s, Or no forrfl,
the old timers jus + forded a stream whﬁzn they ¢ame to it,
when there were no ferries, and when th.‘ banks were not too

' atnp.- After the run in 1889, I sold th& ferry boat to ‘an

: -
0ld man by the name of Molen." "%



