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2 wa* born in Caldwell County Missouri on the 18th
i

of prU,l?«0. * .

My father, Ashley H. Ooffey, was born in Kentucky
I

in 1853. My mother, Dlan (HalfieW)? Ouffley, was born

In East Tennessee, in the; Cumberland Mountains, but
!

I don't rtaaabar the date*

My f irs t tr ip to Oklahoma In 1884. A aan in

Carthage was hating timber cut, and cross t i e s n»de
! ' • • * " h

in timber, in i*at i s now Ottawa County, about 10
!

miles eouth of Baxter Springs. I rode horseback
1 i
i

from Caldwell County to th is timber land, which was

on Grand Hirer, about where Wyandotte now i s . I

irarked here helping make crosa-tles. This was before

<my railroad had been built in Oklahoma* The railroad

only extended to Baxter Springs,
. / .

The cross-t ies were

hauled .to.Baxter.Springs on wagons. I stayed, here and
\ ~ >

worked for several weeks when I returned to Missouri,

my hone.

A while &f*er <qr return to Missouri, I marrit

and then «y wife ana 1 osme to Oklahoma to l i r e . This
* i : ••. -! • y ^

was in 1888. I had traded for a wagon, and had two
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mustangs', which mad* a pratty good team* We cam*

through Quapaw, Miami, Aft on, Vinita, all of whioh
i •

war* nail trading posts or towns* Wa came down a

trail, which ran something along the routa over

whioh highway 66 now runs. Wa settled on tha Ark-
I " * . •

anqas rirar, about S mllaa north of whara tha

Cinarron Rirar amptiaa into i t . H*ra, wo, my broth-

ar-in-law and I , bagan to out timber, or logs, to

build our housas. Wo out and built two ona room houaaa,

of logs. Ona for my wif• and I , and ona for my brother

in-law and h is wif a. Thaae housas wars about 14 X 16 faot

in slat and had stick and clay ohlmnays. Not baring any

luabar, and thara not being any saw mil ls in tha country,

wa had to mate clap-boards with which wa corsred tha housa

These clap-boards wars "rived" from timber with straight

grain, and spl i t eas i ly . A "fro" was used to "rive" them

with. '

Not having any bad steads, wa constructed them from

olap-boardo, and tha f loors , , too, ware made of th i s same

material. Wa didn't c e i l the houses over head. .



324

5

•a had a cook-store and some oast Iron cooking

utensi ls , i s also brought along feather beds, but

haTing no matrasses; as are used to dajr, we want

down naar tha river and out grass, and whan cured,

we fIliad "ticks" of that, and t h i s , with tha feath-
*
er bad mada a vary comfortable sleeping arrangaaant.

>
Wall, l i f e hava waa vary plaaaant. I trappad

fo? baarar and ottar along tha rirar, and oau^xt

quita a l o t of

to $12.00

th«a. I aoldjthaaa hidaa for from

now would bring probably

$100 • . Qurmee &s were vary few then. What we need-

ad from the stores, in tha way of coffee, sugar, flour

and dry goods, we got at Had Fork which than was a

I !

larger place than Tula*. 1 sold my fuxs here, at Bad
i

Fork, or traded them for what 1 needed at tha store.

There wara quita a lot of deer, and plenty of

wild turkeys, I've seen, and counted, as many as 200

turkeys in one flock. a>, when we wanted fresh meat*.

1 would go out and k i l l a deer or some turkeys, and

a wild hog whan 1 wanted one*
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The hogs, originally belonging to the Indiana,

were allowed to run wild In the timber, end they

were really wild. Any hog found which waan't "

•Marked" »ae eonaidered belonging to the tteder.

So, you we^p^TUjigtd to kiU «ny unmarked hog,

or *t leaet every body, did i t , Theee hog«f In the

winter, were fat and Wde good pork.

Vhile we lived here, Cherokee Bil l

Tieit, came one night and wanted to apend the night

with ue. Of'couree, we didn't refuee him. He waa

^ourteoue, and eeemed to appreciate our hoapital-

ity. Hia reaaon for coming to

was that he waa being chafed by the U.S.Uarahale, who

had run him out of the Oaage county, where, he aaid, he

bad been eelling whiakey. 1 know, or hare eeen the

Daltone, and Bill Doolie, but had no trouble with any

of them.

I nade the "run* in to Oklahoma Territory in 1889,

but failed to etak» a claim. I aleo made the run in Sept*

1891, Into the 9foc* Fox Territory.* Dr» Sam Kennedy, a
\

i " ~ * "
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xaaldtnt mm at"tulaa^and I , a*da this run togathar.

Wa want on to tha old Turkay Track ranch, but^aa In

J889 ran, I f ailad to Joeatu my land, *as baat to i t

by othtrs*

On Saptambar̂ X6t 1898, I mad« tha run Into thm

Charokae atrip. I waa auocaasfuX in tiiia, ran, f i l ing

on 120 aoraa 4 mUaa northaaat of Kayatona and I livad

ttera until July, 1894, whan I aold ny fi l ing.

I want to Ottthria to f i la

of at waa •U.OCKpratty chaap for 120 aeraa of good

landf I tranafarrad ay elain to Bill TaUup, iho ia

at i l l living, and irtio at i l l owna thia tract*

hava lirad hart ainea.

I lamartnr two foatofficaa which hava baan die-

oontinuad* Ona, nawd Sinnatt, locatad 4 nilaa *K>rth-

waat of KPtatona; and Learoy, locatad 4 ailaa,m>rthaaat

of Kayatona^ Thaa* wara in axiatanea along about 1890.

I knaw Jaff Archtr, JiM Bgan, Dob Byntm, J.M. Hall, Ix>n

Stanbarry, Arthur Antla, Vic, Shurtlaff, and Sam Kannady

and a noltituda of othara in Tulaa, a l l of who» wara ay

A.
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friends, X recall the death of Jeff Archer, who was

killed by «n Indian, a son of Iagua Ferryaan, on* tlae

Chief of the Creek Nation, and brother of George Berryaan.

This Indian want into Archer's »tora to buy «OMI ahalla

fô e his pistol, and ha was gdvan thaaa by Irohar. H»

triad to load his gtn but, baing drunk, ha oouldn't do

i t , so Arohap told hia ha would load i t for hin, whloh

ba did* Than tha Indian, baing drunk, daoidad tha naxt

thing JfeadOx was to ahoot his pistol, which hs did firing

i t apxoss tha countar and hitting a can of powdsr, which

axplodad, Birryman was blown across tha housa and killad

inatantly, but Archar 11T«A about a waak bsfors hs diad.

' Wham I osas to Tulaa Oaorga Farryaan li^ad whsrs tha

Court Bouaa now stands, which i s ths fforthsaet corner of

6th and Boulder* **• had a good house for that day. He

hauled the luaber fxoa Coffayrilla, Xansas^wlth which to

build the houss. His brother, isgus Ferryaan, had a h#Ciaa

across from Oeorga, about where the litdieal Atti building

now is*
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My brother-in- lew and I established the f i r s t

ferry across the Arkansas near Keystone, in 1888. Our

ferry was 4 miles east Of Keystone. We went up in the

h i l l s 10 miles tairtheast of Keystone and found aome fine

oedar timber* This we cut and hauled to our place, near

Keystone, where we built the boat. The "gunnels'], or

side pieces of the ferry fcpat, were SO feet long; made of
t

two pieces, spliced together. We hewed t h i s timber down

with broad-axes to a thickness of about 4 inches, We tap-"

ered the side pieces and joined them In the middle with

wooden pens, and spike na i l s , using pitch to seal the joint .

We used oedar for the bottom, hewing this out, but we used

planes to smooth the edges which were leveled. These planks
i

were joined, pitched and domestic strips were ueed to eolk

the seams, which held good this way. jje, also covered the

top with the same material and in the feme way. We had spike

nails to nail in the bottom on top. Th!e sides, or gunnels

wsre about 16 inches high. This made a!, good boat and one

I \ *
that could and did carry big loads. Bui ferries , or no ferr£s,the old timers Jus t forded a stream whan they came to i t ,

when there were no ferries , and when the1, banks were not too

steep. After the n n in 1889, I sold the ferry boat to an

old man by the nans of ifolen." \


