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rs. ?arah C. Griffith was born November 18th, 1860, at
lead Hiil. Boone County, Arkansas, and moved with her parents
t;) the Indian Territory in 1873 and settled nesr what is now
known as the village of Gilmore in LeFlore County. |

In Auguat, 1877 she was united in mrriago to John H.

— .

7Durant. a Ghootav 7Indian. llr. Dnrant had e good rarm upon which
there wsre three sets of Mpronmenta‘: Thé lend was cultivated
by white tenant farmers. The fact t}lat the locality where sho' o/
then resided was but & sI;ort distance from the Arkansas State
Line, cvill explein in a large measure why the customs of the
people and their manner of living followed so closely that of
the people of the Western counties of the State of Arkansas,
80, the then Mrs., Durant found 1life {n the Indjen Territory to
be very much the same ams that to which she had been eccustomed
while she regided in Arkansas,

John H. Durant was & nephew of Ounnins,han i!ade; a fulldblood
O'hocﬁaw Indian, who had been oducated at Cane Hill, Arkensas, and
was & cbusin of Willis Durant. The Duraita were of a family which

»

had attained oonsidorablo prominonoo durins the early territorial
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days. John'H. Durent.died in 1887 and was buried in whet
{5 now known as the Vaughan Cemetery. |

Some time aftcr the death of Johx; R Durent she was
married to J. J. Pate and moved with him* to Lamar County,
Texas, where Mr, PL@ died. She then raturned to her old
homes in the Indian Territory and later mdrried Noah Griffith,

wit.h whom 81_10 lived until his death-by ﬂravning, in the

Poteau River in 1933. ‘ \ -
REMINISCENGES OF MRS. SARAH C. Gnmnm. y ’

Mrs, Grirrith relates that owing to the influx of .
white settlers’ into the Eastern borders of the Indian Terri-
tory, the Indians, in the main, moved ont;ard. This .oondi- -
tion finally resulted {n the eastern part of Sugar Loaf Dis-
trict-now I:onor. County=-being populated mostlyiby whites aui
mixed blood \Indiena: This condition also created a sort of
"No man's ldd" along thu border of the Territory, as the
whites were aLenablo to the rodoral laws, only, while the
Indians were a&uneblo to doth federal and trédal laws. It
will be readily undérsto.od that for these and Qmer reasons,

the matter of law observance was not as good lh the border

districts as it was in the inland distriocts,
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She also relates that the Indians were extremsly clannisly

in their support of, or opposition to, candidates for the various |

_ tridbsl offices. On this acsount, a grest desl of ill-fellings ‘

. was arouded when, in 1880, Chief Jackson McGurtain was elected,

or possibly reelected, Ohief of the Choctews. Feeling was so

tense that 1t was deemed expedient that he have & troop of the |

e P N

Ind ian Militia to guard his person for a period of three montha :

~ following his electicnm. John H.*‘Durant, her then husband, saerved

as a member of that troop.

She gathered from conversations with various people who
lived in the Indian Territory prior to and during the Civil 7er, .
that the qmcuasiona mlatigg to ‘whioh side of that conflict, if

any, the Choetaw psople should take, had left scars and animoaities

|

|
which could be and were healed only dby the death of the principal | ;r ‘
participm ts in those di?cusaion: and of their followers. In the 3
moantime many atrooiou; orimes were committed, On one occasion, |
in 1873, a band of cutlaws, known as the "Blue Ribbons® had grown ‘
to alarming proportions. 1t was the custom of this band to kidnep r
recruits and under threats of violent death, .owear them tc; the ut- |
most secrecy concerning its movements and activities. Aften an_ ine ]
ter:gl of stealing and robdbing by the dand, two men, Duvall 'l'erron

and Gilbert Thompson, were h’%\m captivity by the band, and after

being at the mercy of the band for some time, one night effected

. B
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their escape by cfgvling avay githouﬁ their horses, while
the memdbers of the band.woro asleep, and~§hoy 1mm€giately
diiclosed the hiding place of the band, which was on the
North uide of Cavanal Mountain. Through this diaclosure
by tte farmer kidnapped men. aoven mambers of the band were
captured by a posse, and such was the faeling of those
forz;xi;lg the posse, that the seven captured mambers of the
band were lined up and shot withouf ceremony and they were
all bduried in one grave,

On another occasjom in 1883, two Indians, Eharlea-Wilaon
and Robvert Brnton. respectively, were opponents confending\
for election to the office of repra;en£ativa in the tribal\
legislature. Rach of the coitendors had openly threatened t% -
take the life of the other in the event of the election of
either., However, before the dato set for the elsction, one

of the camndidates, Charles w1}|on,;waa ambushed end killed

at a point now known as Howe. Thig oocurnod very'e rly one

morning while W¥ilgon wes roturning to the home on noraebaok
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4mmed {ately returrded to his home and reported the ocourrance.

Such was the fdar of the femily of the boy, Robert Jackson,

of reprisal/on the part of\tﬁe murderer, that he was pluaced

- R S

r safekeeping until the culprit ggplﬁglwgéﬁpprehended.

The crime, throiugh the ev;dencJe 'qf this boy, was fastened upon

& renegade negr‘p namsd Jack Orow, who was dul; tried and convicted
| L | S

ix{ the federal court at Fort Smith, Soun tnéroafter. John H.

. i / .

AY

ant, the the&: hugbend of Mrs. Oriffith, who was a deputy
sheriff at that time, asaisted in taking the body of the mur-
dered mar %o his home for burial, and assisted in the capture

of his murderer. , s

While many atrocious crimes were committed &uring thias -

A}

way toward commanding an observance of the federal Isws and ~
he, no doudbt, contributed in a lzlge

semblence of orderly socisty in

. o S

ourrence of /aoizio atrocious crimes, the

B
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atus of the inhabitants was of a comparitavely
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~high standard. Oﬁurohoa were built at.oonveﬁiant pointa. \
Religidus ieryicei were attended in largs numbers and pro-

tracted meestings were hold periodically.
Schools were supported by popular subscription only, r
1n the case of white pupilo. Indian schools were supported

4 ! /

Jointly by tho varioul,denominabional missions and the tribbl
| .
authorities, Gonveraation with s me of the oslder Indians

living at thia time will attest that sxe of themaenjbyod

T e
e ———

opportuni ties for 1earn1ng comparablo to those rubvided

_ students of today.

)
E
| |
The marring. cuatomn and regulations were merely that ‘
I
thﬂ%contr‘cting partiea a opear bofore a Justice of the PeacL
l

or 8 Miniater c¢* tho Gcapol respond in the affirmative to i

proecribed quostiona anq be pronounced man and wife, Nq |

\
\

licanao were raquirad. CQrtifioacea of marriage vero\iasuod

by tﬁose otficiazing and these were placed on record in'any

cour# of record. It waa duo to the recording of the certificate
of lqrriago to John H. Durnnt her Indian first-husband, tth

the now Mrs. Griffith vaa enabled to be enrolled as an allottee A

“and wns granted her allotmont of 1land by the Dawes Commission,

:ho people generally farmed in a small way. Not much feed

for 1ive stock was necessary as the prairies provided an abunde

ence of grass for chttle and horses.

—
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Hogs ran at large and thrived and fat?ened on the abundant
mast in the fall nﬂd wintor. Such hozs as were necessary
for the y;ar'a suiply of meat and lard would be caught by
well trained doge; taken to the hcmes of the owne;a; penned
'and f2d on corn for a short period, ia order to givé the
meat the firm qualit& necsasary for curing and also to de-
stroy ths asorn tgﬂtb of the m;;t, which it otherwise wmld
have, It wae indp;d fnterestinguto teke part in one of
fggéowhog,catching undertakings and to note the unusual sag-

acity S?KEH%\dagghyhich ~are an indispemsadle part of the

job., When shown_the particuler enimal which it was desired

. doge, —working os—a ¥eam, would ~

speed upon it and each would take hold of an ear, and hang on'
for dear life until their master would have tie animal hog-~
tied and rpady to be loanded and hauled fo the pen. This pro=-

ceedinz would be repeated until a sufficient number of hogs

.

wers caught.
- ]

The dogs were ‘ugually of heavy build and in most instances

" were a cross of the Collie and Bulldog. This cross combined sag-

acity and industry with sd;ength and tenacity. Their actions and
|

nnderstanding suggested the thought thot they fully realized

_their responsibilitles ond that it ﬁzuld ha an ﬁnpardonablo sin
) \ )
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to catch any other unimal than the ane indicated by thei”
maaﬁor, or to unduly tear ‘the ears of theianimal 6aught.
A gentle pat on the head and a kind word of encouragement

“was  appreciated reward ror the psrformance of these grueling

! '»\
duties.\

\ It will thud be seen that the pioneeré ares indsbted
to an gppreciasble degree to their faithful dogs& r the as=-
sistance rendered in providing for their wants.{ Cattles,

J

. horses =nd hogs would often break /the rail fencsis with shioch

" The everwétchﬁyl Shep, BEII ’RdVbr—‘Tiae or~?an.

f1elds were universally fenced at/ that time, and if pern}ittodﬁ3

o
. pEd

to stuy in the fields wuild quickly destro& the “rowing ocrops,
-would-bound .
up and, with the speed of the wind, chase the animals out of

Fhe tield, and woe to the aniﬁ&l which did not vecate the field

?n the shqriest possible space of time after being detected by
rh@'doggé So; the ploneer dogs wre antitled to be remembered

Fa a very material gart o; the life of those whoss history amd
customs we are now aﬁpoﬁbﬁing to portray. Wi thout the doé. the !
boys could not ﬁave ed;byad‘fhat rare experience attendant on

the treeing of a rabbiev smoking him out with a fire made from
leavea; then, ﬂhon euf*§pat;d by the rancid smoks, to have o
"Brother Rabbit" doue tumbling down sut of the tree {n which

‘he Ymd token Fefuge; the dbgs, »1th every nerve strainsd with

i
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eaperness to catch the rabbit; sometimqé burning.tneir Teet

or hose 1n the firo end emiticz a jelp of pain then, when
finqlly the rabbit is caught, to bettle uhe dogs for pos-~

oession of the rabbit. What boy of those bysone days who has

/

‘ not‘wtth his dogs trecd a radbit in a hollow tree trunk and

with a long strajight stick, brushed at the end, twisted the

i

rabbit out of his hiding place amid the bowmding, yelpin@’and

eager dogs. Yes, we must give the feitiful und helpful dog &
place in wariting the history of this pert o? Uklshomsa, .

Fort Smith, Arkensas, wes our principal trading point.

s s ey N

Howeéer,,wtth plenty of bogs and geme for mest; our corn to be

ground for meai; a smull putch of cotton to provide funds with
P :

which to buy clothing and shoes, not meny trips to "town" were

necess~ry, A8 I look back over the years, I yearn for those

1

days as they were _years ﬁgo #ith their simple modes and the more

.,__.J,- .
intimate acnnainthnce of neighbors than we enjoy today. -
. + \ . :




