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Field Worker's name El Reno. Oklaho \
ﬂ.‘his report made on (date) -:mne ) 1939

1, Name Mrs. Belle Gunn

2. ‘Post Office Address El Reno, Okla.

55. Residence address {(or location) 202 South Barker

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month X&pril Day .30 Year 1874

5. Place of birth Cireleville, kansas

6. Name of Father Mr. M. D. Godfrey Place of birth Roanoke West Va.

\

— -~ ‘Other information about father Died July 19, 1921
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7. Name of Mother M¥8. Sarah Shaw, Gedfrey pjgce of birth coshoctop.Ohio

Other information <io'it mother Died November 20, 1922.
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Notes or complute narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson intcervieweds Refer to Manual for sugzostod subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of shcets attached ) .
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ﬂW?ERVIﬁW WITH MRS. BELLE GUNN'.
' ﬁra. Nora mrrﬁ, Field Workc;r

Mrs. Belle Gunn, of 202 South Barker El Reno,
Oklahona, was_ bbrn to Mr. and Mra. M. D. Godfrey, on
a farm a mile and a quarter fmn Circleville, Kaneaa,
on April, 30, 1874. \ , |

There were threa children, \two girls and a boy, -
she being the youngest of the trio. Her father, Mr. M.
1\‘)\. ‘Godfrey, who was known to all his friends for many
ygars as "Uncle Mike™, was born in Roanoks, W:st Vir- ¢
gﬁ‘na, on Feb, 83, 1835. Her mothe‘F, Mrs, Sar;h Shaw

\ \ .
Godfrey, was born inGashocton Ohio, on Sept, 7th, 1841.

|
\
|

‘\ They wo?e married &t Carthage Illinois‘: ahortly
aftér the Civil Far. They came to Kensas in 1870, and
leﬂ\ Kansas to come to Oklahoma in 1889 Mr. Bodfrey
came here in 1889 for the run, and was successful in
getting & claim. . His claim adjoined the old' T;xuraton

; 'townaita, sautheast of El Reno, about sighteen miles.
He got sick and couid not get his family here at that
time, and so he sold his relinquishment. Ilatsr he
bought a relinquishment for his oldest daughter, Ida
Godfrey, (lator Mrs. Robert Garrett) who was old snough

to fils on a claim.
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Her mother ald father came to Oklehoma, with 5961; pos- -
S sassions, o‘n a stock can, ber mother helping‘to care
for the stock as peopls wers allowed to do that in the
esrly days. They had & team, an 0ld horse twenty-seven
years old that her father refused to part with, three
. cows, a couple of hogs, And a dog and cat. Thor;'we?o
no cats iﬁ the neighborhood where they moved and when
their cat had kittens, all the neighbors wanted them.
Boc;uee of the fact that her father was a Civil
Har veteran he got re-instated, and fay again; when the :
Chervkee atri% openéﬁ. He was again successful but he
sold the land ar gave it away and never did @ollect for

( de Aﬁ“old friend of bis, with s big family needes it
worse thanrho did, so he relinquished it to him. They
theé cams to El Reno, iﬁ 1893, and bought & home at
503 $outh Foster. They lived there until he died, at
the age of eighty-six, July 19, 1921. Her mother died
November 20, 1922. |

Mrs, Gunn said it was just a wide place in’the
road when she landed here on Oct, Sth, 1891, at twelve
o*clock. She rode out to her sister's claim fifteen
niles houtﬁeast-or El Reno with the mail carrier in a

cart. On her way she saw her first cotton patch, there
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were two acres of it , a;l very poor stuff. There had
been a hail -storm that spring, and it Literally hailed
e;erytging'in that neighborhood flet. The cotton was
replanted late, and wigxgbout six inches high with more .
bolls tkan anykhing else: There was 'a one room sod’
house that was across the éﬁad from her sister's place
with a femily of seven living in it. ’

The first house thet was built on her sister's
place was a dué-out. It was & little different from

<

| ig;t of the dug-outs, &8s it was dug into a bank, and
\
the usual dirt roof, but it had a board front.
., Soon afterward they built a house out of cottonﬁuod
© ‘lumber caligd nat ive lumber, using what she ca;lea
;lip-boards placed up and down,and battened. She said
.t wags0 warped, you couldn't tell north fgom égugh,
' east‘orlwest. It was a story and a half house and it
was co;;idered'a big house then. She a¥tended Sunday
" school Oct. io{ 1891, in & scd house at West Point near
/ per Sistar'; place.
) The next August she had typhoid fever, and for
'e;ght?en months, she did not take a ste%. This was

after they ha. built the cottonwood house, and they used
L : .
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the dugout to keel; their milk, butter and fruit cool.
Before she got ;o she could walk again, aixe used a
'rogk.ing chair, and scooted around with it 4s sort of
a crutech. She ‘too'}f a notion one day to make a pie.’
They were all away somewhere, so she took thatchair
and walked, crawled and scooted, with the aid of the
c¢hair, out to the dug-out, to get the milk, and brought
it back to the house. She had the pie nicely baked - )
when her mother and folks got home., After her illness
| she learned to ride a bicycle, in order to limber up
and she was also able to work at the Ceok and Schrivers
general merchandise store in 1898. She clerked for
thbm for two years.

" 4 smallpox epidemic broke out in 1900, and Mr.
Cook took it. They came and got him, and took him to
' thq pest housse. The pest house used to be whers the
poor fqmi is now, northeast of town, close to the river.
After they took M‘r. Cook away., & couple of squaws and
a buck csme into the store, and one'of- the squaws. kept

her back turned to Mrs...Gunn, who was behind the counter.

She tried to find out what they wanted, but. they would not.
do anything but grunt, pinally the squaw that had been .

keeping her back on view, Turned around.’ She had the )
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amz;llpox, her face was literally covered with sores.
. Mrs, Guon said she didn't know what n&de’them leave
the store so hurriedly unless it was her horrified ex-
preasion.
She says that the Indians were moTe peaceful
than the white people were. The Indians came to fown

on pay day but for the most part stayed away at e;thor

times. They would spend &ll their money, that ‘da'ry,
and sometimes they would bring tl;e tilinga they had
bought on pay day and trade them ilor. food . before .
another pay dey came. One Finger, Big Buffalo, Set-
‘ting Sunr, and Lone Wolf, wére & few of the names \or
Indians thet ussd to trede at Cook and Schriyers, and
: iahe has waited on them meny times.

In 1902 yhers was & man lived there by the name
of Jim Cole, who was & cab drive:;:. &o tﬁe townspeople
he was J im Cole, the honeymonera’ cab driver. Tﬁe train
" men all kﬁew him, and would stop the train any place to
| help him rescue & k;or;eymoon couple. When any couple de-

cided to get mar¥ried, and wanted to leave town without

baving -2 charivari, they would. ¢o to Jim Cole, .and he

would alwaya get them away succesefully. Often the
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tyain men would stop the train ‘at the "™ so he could

put a honoynfxoon couple on the train, while a crowd of '
. | -

their friends wougl.d be waiting at the depot for them.
e said that she %ould like to know just how many
uplas.he had put'on the train that ﬁay.;
Mrs. Gunn c{lerked at Ke:lLso's store in 1902 and
& there until 1906, then she did sewing during 1907,
was clerking ejt Frybergers in 1?08. She worked for
bergers & nmnbér of years, and was unfortunate
enough to fall down their elevator sheft and get badly
injured. She was ‘une.ble to do anything for gquite 'awhi]:.e
yhen instead of going back to work, she got married. She
and Mr. Cherles.Gunn were married Oct. 6, 191%. They
éera married by the Minister of the FPirst Christian
! urch, Re.v. kash, who had been in E1 Reno several months.
ir. and Mra. Gunn were the first couple he had married,
here in El Reno. l
The oddest thing that she remembers in the open-
ing of the Cheyen#ie and Arépaho country, was an ox aﬁd a
horse hitched to & lumber wagon. The men driving the .

mismatched team, made the run from the depot, znd was

successful in geb%ting a clgim, without having to go meny
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miles o get it. She said ther *ere horses, buckskiq

wagons, and anything éham
\

ponies, Indien ponies, buggiea,

.could be soraped up, or thét anyohe could ride on or in. f

They were strung and\acattered up and down the line,

in 1901. It took her

an hour and a half one day to-

ostoffice and back. There

where she was clérking to the

werae so0 many people thars Gha

L

. & foot and sometimes fsll bac She registere bu}

did not get a claim. The next| year (she bought a relino-

quishment in the edge of Caddp. In [speaking of the OfeL

ing she said that avery yard was full of somebody sleép-

[
i

ing, and thers were so many
’ a "
od na nred and ha py.‘ /

the .streets. RBverybady was
: 1

Her brother, Charles
South Canadian River at Cad
ing to his claﬁm and‘

&

d down on both Jides

his wegon and furhiture. H wasg,
at. that time the natives,
of the river, sort of poliecing, or keeping watch.’ bi

brother drove into the river, his small boy with him.

The river was up ard the quick d bad, but the front

103

ple that you couldn't sée‘

dfrey,, undertock %o ford the ,

Jake s orossing in 190% with

_wegon got earpss all right. Then the sand and water be- -

~
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gan to whirl and tﬁb aocond Wegon was upsot. The
natives ruahed in on theiruponiaa, and roacued tho
%eam, boy and her brother Gharlea; jMost of-th;
furniture and other stufr honever are 8till in the
. South Canadian quick aand.

‘.. MISCELIANEOUS i

In speaking of Fort Renb:.ghbhsigtos’that at

one time before the Fort was turned info a re-mount -
station, tﬁé;e were two combaniéé of Negro Soldiers ﬁ
| stationed out thers. )

The rirst auxomobile ‘that was ever in El Reno, }
was hroughc here by a carsival. It was sort of a ;
| -htgh,truck 1ike affai;, thet was filled with seats.

You could r;do in it aroﬁﬂh“£wo squaresfor ten cents,
buw»Mrs. Gunn's mother would not let her ride in 1t.

A swestheart of hers owmed a horseleas carriage, run
by electricity, She said just a'regular buggy but it
folt 80 foolish sitbing up there guiding that thing
around. She was in E1l Reno when thers were twenty-two’

saloons. However she says she prefers saloons to pro-

hibition., She does not think there was as much drunk-
] . ]

-
N

efness then as now. - .

[
""
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e has ridden down Hoff Street in a cab and hed

14

to put her feet up on the front aeat to keep them dry.

The

was bsfore they had sewers and drainago.

ter was up in the oab, halr way to the seat. That

that she has never known of a cyclone in El Reno. They

seeu.to strike all around, but never exactly at El Reno.

The ball games and all out door entertainment were

he/d at the Pair Grounds, which was in the northwest

let™ 5o to speak, of the “Red Lirght" district, end negro

!
tpwn .

of town and to get there you had to "run the gaant-

The ﬁouae she lives in now, a large two story

‘trdcture, was a four room one-rtory building in the

rly day.. She says that it looked as big as all-out

|

doors to us then when it belongsd to Judge Waring.

/

- She was in the last inteFurban car over the

f bridge at Oklahoma City, when it was waghed out in June

/

f of 19#5. A fow hours later,

gor . train on the other side o Oklahoma City, and was in

the 1ast car to g0 over the Frisco bridge when 1t went

out the seme day.

fbrr&, n‘hr Oklahoms City. She is at the,present(thno,

She remembers a Jack Sgith that ran a

‘and ﬁna’boen for years, El Reno's best known dresssaker.

|
t
|
|
|

14

Ld

Mrs., Gunn states

ie was on the Frisco-paésen-



