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" BICGRAPHY FORM
WCRKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pisneer History Pruject for Cklahoma

Yolvin Stites

Field Worker's name

.
This report mads on (date) May 8, 193 -
1. Name . :m m
2. Post Offics Address RIS, Oklahama :
o miles west; 1/3 mile south
3+ Residence address (or lo’cation)ho '
‘ 8, 1893

4. DATE CF BIRTH: lonth DOVER%SF .., Year

Near Mellette, Oklshoma

—p

5. ‘Piace of birth

Bammoth

! - . .
. ame -of . Oeorge Guin :
6 N o %“at}}_er < A Place eof bift%
7. Neame of Mother L.q}hl Resves Place ef birth Missouri.

Lived most orr her childhood

* ‘Cther information about mother

“{n houseboats on Misaissippi.

o

Notes or complete narrative by tha fisld worker dealing with the S
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual fer

suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets

attached 10 ‘e
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Investigator, ,
Molvin Btites, v
May 3, 1938.
Interview with Jim Guin
Hanna, Oklshoma

I was born in 1893 on the Louis Smith allotment
near Mellette,in the Oreek Indian Nation. Howsver,
my first ohildhood recollections senter about Rai/fprd
where we lived. I remember sitting at the side of
the road in order to watch the United States "laws"
pass by with their "Snake" Indian prisoners, who woi'o
being taken to Eufaula. Ours was a farming rémi;.;z. -

"Snake" Indians is the neme applied to those who
practiced the philosophy of Chitto "Orazy Snake" Harjo,
Cresk Indian-wafrior-atateeman. He fought againat the
law of the white man; he was the leader of several re- -

bellions, the last in 1807. It was in some of the

earlier uprisings that these "Crazy Snake" Indiana who

ott%n had more negro blood than. Indian, spoken of in the
opsning chapter, were captured.

Speaking of "Crazy Snake" Indiana.. my unole Bill,
Father's brother, married into the Oreek Indian tribe.
Of this union Ivory Guin was born, in 1898; and was

| put on the mil for allotmsnt the sams year. His mother
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died nhortly attor his birth.

One day in the late Summer of 1903, Dad and Uncle
Bill decided to out the tall grass to be found on Unole
Bill's son's allotment. Uncle Bill's gon was named
Ivory. ‘This grass was to be usoti as hay. It so
happensd that Ivory's allotmsnt was near Higkory brbund.
This ground was situated meat the small town of Salem and
was at that time hesdquarters for the "Crﬁzy Snake" outfit
and it was later made the Cresek Capital by "Crazy Snake"
Ohitto Harjo. Uncle and Dad, after making the trip had but
lit;*.le time that .first day to mow hay« They made cemp in
a mall woodland and used their wagon %o sleep under.

The first night they were startled %o hear the zing
of buckshot uncomfortably near, in fact a bullet went
into their camp fire. They jumped 4to their feet, ran
a short distance and hid behind trees.

Soon ahout ten negro "Snake” Indians on horses entered
the cir;lo of tha}r camp fire. One of these negroes sang

out: *"Hello, white man! We burn you befors day." The

savages ntax:tod danoing about the fire, yelling and gobbling

as they 4id so. ‘ This commotion summoned other "Orazi Snake"

.

it i e it e e
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from Hickory Ground. " My dad and \molo heard °

;. Iixaiana
" thien mtuy approach on horaeu. They Aidn't have
anything but an old muzzlo loadod gun to stand ott o
thdir rooa, 80 they decidnd the beat thing to/ do uaa |
%0 ratroat. ,‘I‘hia they di4. They went to tho home
“of a friendly Indlen of the name of Billy Gheeks. He
livad on the North Oanadlan about four m,ilos trom the
Placa of attack. . | po // )
Tho next mqa-ning Dad and Uno}n Bill returned ﬁo

a
thoii' camp, @ot their wagon anﬂ om ind same back homo. -

\m the Spring of 1898 thq . was oomittod nesr the /

pmaent site of Maud, (theTe w o but one store there the;i)
h
the most ghautly mum&em 1n 'rerritorial, hiatory,
one in which C. M. Bamo7. ﬁur\ fourth '!awﬂ:bomal Govor-

nor u%d John Brown, Ghjef of the Oreck-Seninole Pribe,

l [

had td take a hand. !
‘

But to start a% the beglinn \ﬁm
'Jhl Learas-yllra Leard wae\ e viotim-~lived in tha
Semindle country three miles eas \. the preseny site or

a" Oklahoma from the

ll.atid. The line that sepearated
Indisn Territory ren north aad soj
N N
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neighborhiood whers Maud is now looatsd. T on the
immediate east sid; of the line was located the Semi-
nole country and to the immediate west "old" Oklahoma.

We livéd just a short distance on\tha "old" L
Oklszhoma side thres milss south of the prosent site of
ﬂaud.' ) P

Grendpsp Guin, my grandfather, whosg home. ”fi'guresq/
in this story, liveq about one qu'a;'ter of a mile to the

west of ‘u'a.

™ The Leard hame consisted of two one~room houses

AT

]

* (;f.?built in the feshion of that day. One house was made
of logs daubed with red md. The. other one-room houge
was made of boarda with =2 porch. The Leardsvhad four
ochildren, the oldest of whom was Prankie, sge seven.

Mr. Julus ,I.eard was oway at the tims Sr the m@der of

hC{)s wife; the children were the oply eye wit;eaaes to
the. actual orime. It was up to Frankie to identify the
mdorem. { ' ¥

The Leard hired hand had been away from the Leard

household for several pours and on his return a horrible

sight met his eyes. . In the yard lay the body of Mrs.

~
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Leard with ewino feeding on her body. The I,zm! hired
band notified the neighbors. Just on the/inaiae of the
door of the board room house lay Mrs. ea#d'a nine weeks
old baby almost dead. It was quite eviﬁpnt that the
baby was dying from a fall. ,Under a ;;)ile of newly ;
washed olothes one of the other childlfbn was found.
Frankie, aged aeven,c was found uapdel;fing about in the
near—by woods. The neighbol;a questioned iim and from
his answers the manner in which the crime was ;ommittsd
too%c shape.

Some time during the early part of the morming,
Frankie related, Lincoln McKeesy and Palmer 7empeon,
both of whom he knew by face and name, came <1p %o his
x;iothqr who was washing clothes at the board room houss.
The two Seminole Indians wanted to borrow Mr. Leard's
saddle. Mras. Leard informed them that hér\' husband was
away and that he had the saddle with him. \'I'he Seminoles
left, only to return about thres o'elock in the after-
noon of the ssme day. It is more than lik'ely their

departure that morning had bosn in anger. When Mrs.

Leard saw them returning, she rushed into the houss and

-/
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grabbed up a shot gun. en the two men ceme %0 the
door, she tried to shoot pyam. but luck was ageinst her.

The gun J . She thrﬁc'it to the floor, grabbed

up her beby and ran out into the yard. The two Indians
gave pq;suit. Linpoln caught ﬁb with Mrs. Leaid and
with the stock of the shot gun 'h;oh‘she had thrown
QQWn. kmocked her éonaolesa. Lincoln then jerked the

- baby free of her arms and threw it up over the porch

in through the doorway of the room where it was foungd,
dying. Lincoln walked over to the poroh)on which
Prankie wae_qﬁanﬁing. The criminal held up a booted
foot and asked Frankie if he racngnized the hoota.;
Prenkie didn't recognize them. It is s.;n' act of
Providence %hat_ba fgiled“to*recognize them. By recog-
nizing them he would have more than likely been killed
because ths boots beionged to his father and had been -
stolen by Lincoln MeKeesy while the'outlawa"headed )
farther back into the Seminole ctountry. Trankia triea
to drag the body of his moth;r into the gouse. Such
was the manner of the grimo; .

Hord was gott,ﬁ/:; Mr. Leard, who was over in the

Chickasaw Nation at the time.  Sixty men--sympathizers
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from hho Chickasaw Nation, ocame with him to his haome

and queral possas were orgenized. The Pottawatomie

Indians joined the white men and Chickasew Indian /

possés. One such posse headed by Mr. Leard and of
which ny ﬁncle. Russ Guin, wes a member, gave chase in
the Saminol. country, after two Seminoles on horse-
huck vho appsared over anxjious to get away. My uncle
shot the horse oﬁt from under one of them and the other
Seminole made his escape. The posse asked the csapiured
Indian where Lincoln MoKeesy could be found. The
: eulkyVSeminolo wouldn't talk, lHowever, the posse had
a remedy for that. They hanged him by the neck. Ne%er-
the-less, before he would hecome senseless they would
let him to the grgund to give him an opportunity to
talk. He talked. He said Lincoln McEKeesy could be
found at & nearby Indian Mission.

The posse found Lincoln boldly walk;ng'about the

'

mission. The oollar of his shirt was open and blood
sould 8till be seen on his under-glothing. The posse
threw their guns on him and made him mount. They took

him to my grandfather's house to which plase the Leard

343
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ohildren had been taken. Frankie identified McKeesy
as one of the murdere;s. Tpe eriminal was chained |
in the loft of Grandpgp Guir.'s house.

The next day anqtﬁsr posse’ caught Palmer Sampson

near Bufeaula, ' g?

"~

\' ,
The moment the two({LiLcoln and Palmar) were brought

facs to féce. they stargeé qggrreling.x Palmar, who
spoke bvetter Enélish then did McKeesy, was asked what
they,were quarreling about. Palmar sai& Lincoln was
acousing him of killing irs. Leard.

éy the next day ®xcitement was at a feverish heat,
The women wanted to burn the Indians'at the stake., The
men wouldn't lét them. However, on the third day after
the orime, the men took the two Seminoles to a near-by
Stomp around. Therzi with a chain several feet in
length, they sﬁackled the twmo Seminoies to two trees.
Bush w;s taken from an arbor and piled about them.  Mrs,
Leard's {ather. Mr. Martin, was-privileged to set fire
to the brush. The ﬁomont the Srgah around Lincoln
McKeesy burst into.flame, lie l;apod into it, but Palmar

o

mulled away as long aa'he could. Some of the spactators

1
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shot their gund into the air, meany of them turned
their bgckz's touthe grim spectacle and soveral tried
to leave, but there wers men to make them remain.

Almost at the instant éhe fire was 1i% six
United States laws from Muskoges rode up. They had
been sent by Gowsrnor Barnes who in turn had been
notified by an indian preacher of the pending ﬁmgedy.
The "laws” were disarmed and detained but as soon as -
the gurning was over, they were given their guns and
permitted to mt\u:n to Muskogee. However, several
days lgter they ceme back with warrants for the arrest
of al]? who had taksn part in the burning. | /.

I mmuﬂbor one United States Marshal, Heck Thomas
by name, coming to our houss in search of Papa. Papa
would always be hidcion in the loft of our hc;uae, or
elsewhers, However, three of my uncles wers not so
lucky. They merved jail sentences. As; far as 1
inow, only one men, Mont Ballard, received a prison
sentehce.

Through the Summer and up into late November

rumors oame into "0ld"” )klahoma that the Seminoles,

L4 *
- R
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angered by the rahte of two of their ;ﬁmber, were pre-
paring for the warpath. But, so were the white men,
with the Pottawatomie Indians-as their aids. All

the guns and ammunition was gettcn ready for use, The
men stayed in groups at various houses. However, for
the moat part, they alapt‘ on the outaidg; the women
and children ocoupying the indoors. I remeamber one .
November night of that year (1898) a light snow fell -
on those of us who were slesping in the yard. That
month of November signs of border warfare reached theix;
climax. Reports had it that six or seven hupdrod
Sennm;lea etgod oquippod for batflo. However, before
they could swing into action, John Brown, the Seminole-
Cresk Chieftein, from his home (Capitol) at Seminole
came to the Indian' enceampment west of Ro'oka.q He
didn't say much but what he did say was to the point.
In effect it was, "If you go over thers into Oklahoma
you'll be killsd by the whites. If any of you come
back alive, I'll see that you are killsd. Take your
choice; it's Qeath either wey, if you strilko,." The

Indians disbanded.



