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ield Worker's name Noxe L, lorrin,
his rcwort made on {date) April 32, 1938, 193
Neme Adelia 'moxggon Greenley.
Post 0ffice Address R Reno, Oklahoma .

Residcnce address (or location) 209 South Barker Avenus.

DATZ OF BIRTH: Month February pay 1  year 18%8.

Place of birth buque County, Iowa.

Name of Father _Mathias Thompson. Place of birth _England, 1824.

Other information about father _ Djed in the United States 1897,

Neme of Mother _Ann Mard e Gooding Thompson.Place of birtn Englani, 1829.'

Other information about mother ‘Died in Iowa ebout 1885.
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Nora Lorrin,
Inveatigator,
Apr. 22, 1938. ‘ g

Interview With Adelia Thompson Greenley,
209 Sout’h Barker Avenus ‘,‘ El Reno.

I was born in Dubngue County, Iowa, February 1, 18%8.
My father, Mathiaes Thompson, was born in Lincolnshire,
England, in 1824 and died at‘Farlgy, Iowa, in 1897, ¥y
mother, Ann Marie Gooding Thompson was born in Englend about
1829 end died in Iowa about 1865. My parents were married
in England and ceme to the United States about 1848. They
settled in Dubuque County, Iowa, and I grew up in that county.

Mr, George Greenley and I were married in 1886, and
went to live on & farm loeated sixzteen miles northwest of
Dubuqne, Iowa, liwving there for about three years and our
only child, a son, was born to us while we were living on
that farm.

We were far enough away from the Iowa bluffs to be in
good farming country; most of the farm homes around that
part of the country were good houses, they were amsll, how-

ever, and there were some ccuntry farm bouses that were old.
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id ’a‘aw the Miasissippl Riv"er when it was on a rempage,
Qtﬁere was a‘ bi@otol in Dubuque that was nine blocks from
the river amd tl;; water came to the place where it stood.
Part of the town was in low ground and, of course, it
' flooded aud people who 1ived in that pert of tows had to
move out until the water subsided. I went to Chicago one
time on the train and j;he train went through water for miles.
It was not d@eep but it was up over and covering the track.

We scld our farm near Dubuque, Iowa, and bought enother
one'in Sac County, Iowa. Ouwr nearest town was just a smpll
hamlet ad joining our farm called Barly, we lived on this famm
for abdbout ten years, or until we came to Oklahoma.

6k1&homa was mede the subject-of write~-ups the nation

over, in an effort to get people to leave their homes axd £

coms and help to séttie up the new country. Some people

think that Oklahomer was much over-rated, and some have a

betier opinion of it and thin}: that it couldn't be over-

rated, 'le ru'xd a lot aﬁout 1t as did most gveryons else a'x@

we listenéd to conversations of people who came down to see "ol
ths new country, people who were enthusiastic sbout it, and

hesring so much praise of the country, ég’ sold out and came.
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We came down on the train, in 1899, shipping our
bedding and other household goods. fle astopped first at
Pond Creek, in the Cherokee Strip country, but did not like
the prospect there at all, so only stayed there a day or
two,then they left and cams on down to El Reno.

We bought a home here but only lived in it a month or
two, then bought the home we are living in now, at 209 South
Barker Avemue. We have lived at that location ever since
that time, the house was large and in the nicest part of
town at that time. Wé later eplarged the building.

We started to keeping boarders after we had been in our
new home about a year amd kept it up until about twelve years
ago, when we stopped that and decided justto }ceop roomers.
Ié are getting up in years and feeding pecople 18 real work
and takes the energy of a younger person.

Soon after we startgd taking in boarders Julge J. I.
Phelps came to room and board at our place and stayed with
us for two years, also J. L. Trevathan, lawyer, roomed at
our boarding house for®quite awhile. AJ. Jennings, the very
" notoricus cutlaw and bank robber, stayed oncnight at our

H

place, It happened shortly after a bank had been robbed,

:
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and people thought that he had something to/do with it,
everyone was talking about it. EBe showed up one night and
wanted a room and I let him have one and would noi; have
known who he wag but soms of the roomers recognized him and
‘told me. I didn't know what to do, 8o I did nothing. I wes
very much afraid of him, but he dressed az%d acted 1ike a:yone
else and if he carried a gun it was not 1:{1 evidence.

The town of El Reno has ¢hanged so mch that it is hard
to tell about it. When we came here it wds not nearly as
large as it is now; there was no paving and not many sidewalks,
thers were no sidewalks in front of our boaxiing house, Nearly
all of the churches that are here now werd hore then tut the
buildings then were emall, not the fine large structures that
you see today. There were & good many oal?ona, and the churches
were needed. Most of the houses over ﬂ:&\m were mede of old
planking and looked more like barns than homes, our own house
was weatherboarcied but meny of the houses w\gm not.

I used to see lots of Indians and boa \od'aomo of tﬁem,
especially one Indian squaw who had married l|a white man named

Biggerstaff., They roomsd with ms and I saw\ lot‘ca‘i‘.mm.~ ‘

-
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Biggerstaff's full blood Indien relatives, I never got to

kuow their nemes as I.did not 1liks Indians amd did not

associate with them closer than in my business I was com-

pelled to. i ,,

¥e never kept any negroes, of course, and the only
time the color line came up was when a religious women, I
have forgotten what denomination the women reprosented/—cﬁ%e
one time with a colored men in tow and wanted me to let him
have a room, I didn't dare to dol it, my roomers would have
loft if I had. W§ finally compromised by letting him sleep
in the barn, the woman wes 8ome sort of an svangelist, and
got the notion that there should be no color line, '

He traded a»t the Allison's grocery store ever since I
have been in El Reno, first with the elder Mr. Allison, The
present owner, his son, 'waa about "knee high" when I began
trading there. I also traded at the Waldo's grocery store,
and at Sands grocery, which is no longer here. The Sands
grocery used to be located at 101 South Rock.Ilsland Amue,n
the Canadian Co-oplerative store is there now.

* "My usband was a Civil War veteran end, of course, was

much interested in the fort so we went out there occesionally

~
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just to look it over, but ﬁevor got well acquainted with
anyone living out there for I was kept too busy keébing
my boarders fed and comfortable to do much going.

There was no gﬁs at that time a?d I had to use “eoal
and wood for fuel, Men would go out of town aome'heée, get
wod and cut it up into stove lengths and sell it on the
streets, we have bought our wood that way lots of times,
but I do not remember what 'aﬁ paid for it.

So far .as the food propositioﬁ is concerned, much of
it was the kind that you buy in sacks, such as rice, beans,
eand dried fruits, apples, prunes, peaches and pears. Of
course, there was camed fruit and other canned stuff but
not at all 1ike it is now, Butter anl eggs came from country
housewives, we had uo creamery butter, as we do now amd some-
times we got good butter and sometimes not, depending on who
mede it and how clean and carefully it was prepered.

My husband still owns an o0ld army gun that was carried
during the Civil War; it has one hammer on the right Bide’of
the gan and is fired with cap., The ateel‘ramr6d~is yieﬁ to

the gun with soms ancient binder twine.
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1 rode in one of the first sutos that ever came to
El liond.‘ The Klks staged a fair Am'.tx‘m Quté was one’o\r
the attractions} you conld ride it at 16¢ a rde. \

My son wes given a coon as a pet ﬁy ;ane of the warders
and another boarder gave him a I;ttle prairie dog that they
had gotten out near Anadarko, That prairio dog nx;de one of
the cuyost pets I ever saw. One of its accomplishments .was

to play dead and it could do it most effectively.

I still keep a J!at roomers, but not 3 many as formerly.
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