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Grail
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Ethel B. Tackit t ,
Interviewer,
August 10, 1937.

An Interview with Mr. Frank Grail ,
Wewoka, Oklahoma.

I was born forty-two miles south of § t . Louis,

Missouri, September 9, 1869.

In 1891 a friend of mine, Taylor Brown, and I got a

new wagon, harness and team and a lot of shining new t i n -

ware and some salve and came to the Indian T e r r i t o r y ^

make our fortune. The salve was good for J*|tmade i t , our-

selves. ""*

We went to the trading posts and,sold to both whites

and Indians a t Okmulgee, Uuskogee, and Dead Man's Crossing

on the North Canadian River. This place was called Dead

Man*s Crossing on account of the numbers of people who had

lost the i r l ives in* an effort to ford the r iver the re .

In the summer of 1892, wo were near Keokuk Fal ls on

North Canadian River and we learned that a btXl game was ' .

to be staged between the Tul^a and the Theowalthioa* In-

dians so we waited and watched t h e i r preparations.

t The two t r ibes moved in three days before the game

(phich was nothing more nor l ess than a battle) was to take
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place. One t r i b e camped d i rec t ly south of the other

with a s t r ip of land between them, j^ffis s t r ip of land

was s t r i c t l y guarded by Indian Braves on horseback. These

were from both t r i b e s . There was no passing between the

two t r ibes but they would howl and bark at one another day

and night ,

The braves who were to take part in the game made

themselves ready by taking medicine, which they called

Spanish Tea* This was made of the bark of red-oak t r e e s .

They did not eat and slept l i t t l e , doing everything in

thei r power to work themselves into a fury of hate and

rage-to make themselves fierce and mean was the i r object.

When the time came for the game, the squaws brought

out to the grounds ponies loaded with everything that an

.-. Indian at that time could ge t . There were blankets,

moccasins, food,beads. These ponies, blankets, moccasins,

food, beads and other things were a l l to be put up as bets

on the game. Many white men andnag^PQswould also bet on

the game. A big crowd was present.

When the game s tar ted, i t was wonderful to see- how

the braves could handle the bal l with t he i r handmade clubs
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but when the first fellow got the ball some player hit

him over the head with a club, peeling the skin until

it hung over his ear* As Boon as a player was knocked

out, the squaws would carry him off the field, to a pool

of water nearbyJ here they would wash his wounds and
i

restore him to consciousness, if possible ,

The bat t le was so f ie rce , that when the game was

ended and one side had been chased from the ground, the

pool was perfectxy bloody.

This was the las t Indian ba l l game played in such a

brutal manner for the Government took notice of such

brutali ty and sent deputy marshals to the games to prevent
t

such cruel ty.

At t h i s game I saw players bi te one another.

We continued our trading expedition thj-ough the Te r r i -

tory to Fort S i l l . My brother All Grail , who was eleven

years older than myself accompanied Taylor Brown and me and

we camped at the Red Store while at Fort S i l l .

The Comftnche Indians were camped on Cache Creek and I

went to trade with them. I sold bright t in cups and t i n
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platee a t twenty-five cents each. Some of the young squaws

were'vrather pret ty and I talked to them quite a l o t . The

bucks were there and we soon saw that something was wrong

and that the bucks were mad but we did not know what was

the matter. The interpreter told my brother that the bucks

were mad because I had talked too much to the squaws and

that we had be t te r get out.

We hitched our horses to the wagon and did get out

and did no't stop a l l night unt i l we got to Wichita Fa l l s ,

Texas,

We soon returned to the Indian Territory and Brother

All Grail was made the f i r s t c i ty marshal of Shawnee in

1893*

There was no j a i l house and as I was a strapping young

fellow I took the job of cutt ing logs and building a j a i l

house ten feet wide by twenty feet long.

These logs I cut on the exact spot where the Mammoth

Department Store on Bell Street now stands.
i

I worked bareheaded and barefooted and dragged the logs

with a yoke of bulls.
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In .1893, I got six acres of land/, one .and one half

• miles east of Shawnee cleared and then plowed it with a

walking turning plow. Then I took a chopping axe and*dug
/

holes the right distance apart and planted the six acres

to corn. I worked it very little but the yield was forty %

/
bushels to the acre, /

I was appointed Deputy United States Marshal and as

such I acted as guard on the construction train which laid

the, rails on the road bed of the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf

• ' £ • • " • •

Railroad when i t came into Wewoka.

I witnessed the las t Seminole Indian Tribal whipping

which took place at the old Seminole Whipping t r e e which
/

now stands on the Courthouse lawn in1 Wewoka. /

An Indian boy, Soloman Uitchel, lived wi^h his mother,

Emma liitchel, and brother, ?/alter Mitchel,«in the north parte

of the Seminole Nation.
/

Be was accused of stealing a pony and/ was t r i ed be-

fore a Seminole Indian Court and was found gui l ty . John

Brown was Fi rs t Chief and Sam Haney was.Second Chief.
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After conviction Mitchel was turned loose and told to

return in three weeks for h i s whipping.

titan the three weeks were up and the day arrived he

was on the spot and took the whipping which was a good

one atti never 'said a word. I do not believe a white

man would have done as he did.

I have served the State of Oklahoma as a Peace

Officer many years a t different times and I appreciate

the fact that my name i s to appear on the stone slab at

the City Hall in Shawnee when I pass on.

This/slab with my name on i t i s to be in memory of

my services as Chief of Police in 1898.


