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Grege Kelley, ¢
Investigator,
October 21, 1937. . T

- An Interview With Alice Marshall Grayson,
: Route #1, Hemryetia, Oklahoma,

I was born about a half mile from Eufaula and am
about half Creek and half Cherokee but was reared just
as nearly like white people &s possible. My mothéx
taught us girls'td do house work end 0 keep/things ¢clean

we
as soon asg/were blig enough to do anything. Ve were not

ES -

allowed t0-go to the Indien meetings nor to the whi te

s

dances. There were two. churches in Eufaula and ﬁe first
went to one snd then the other. After I was grown I w;s
Baptized into the Baptist Church.

Tﬁere was a little Aay échool in Euﬁgula when&}
first started to school. C. H, Tulley iived in Bufaula -
énd was a teacher. ﬁllen Perryman, the wife of Joe Perry-
man, was another teachgr there.

When I was about twel&e years 0ld -they had a boardingv
school iniEufaula and we started to school there. George
Stidham, an edgcated Creek who lived near town, was the

Superintendent. Orandmother Adaline Luocas was the cook.

There was & few white men who did the work arcund the

-+
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place,and one white man hauled water for us as the
school wasn't modern then. Most o6f the workers were

Indians though. Ten girls were appointed to¢’ wash the

dishes, make beds and do that kind of work, Then some’
were to take care of the little girls, wash their faces, ° .

glve them baths,‘énd keep clean clathes on them, just:

like big sisters or mothers. None of this work was hard - "

1}

for me to learn for Mother hud already been, teaching me. .
I

As far back as I can remeuber there was one drug
store in Eufaule awned by Mr. Fuller., The bank was run

by C. c. Fuller. There was a fﬁo story frame hotel which

:

was called the "Mary Harrod Hotel"™ and the "Indian Journal®
printing office. Wash and Sam Grayson had a general
merchandise store, HBifaula was an Indian town. The Katy’

JB2llroad ran through there.and was built before the time
~ fr'
I was born (1£79). .

Wash and Sam Grayson.and Hugh Henry were partners in

a ranch where Henryetta is nqﬁﬁ Thet wu§'why Hugh Henry
‘ N
was there and allotted it later. Wesh Grayson's wifs and =~
° P v o

. Ak
my father werguthe ohilé@en of twin sisters.

T
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Wash and Sam drayson, Hugh Henry, George Stidhem
‘and men like them,uaéd to come ou; here hugtidg. It was
wild in here and they Qould come in home telling how
- much fun they had had. My fether never went with them
for he was b;ind from the time I was ten yeors 0ld. The

reason they called this Turkey Pen Hollow was that the

e

turkeys ceme in here to roost by the hundreds,

.

- 'Mr. Ewing, the school superintendent, allotted some
ground out here end Jos's father lessed it from-him as
"he was a white man. I hadn't cllotted at that time. ind

we moved out here thirty-eight yeers aco, I hawg stood
/

at my windcv; end watched the deer g0 down to .tﬁe ercek to
drink. The squirrels were thick‘ané the trees;were close
to the houseraﬁa it)was fun to watch them scampering
arbﬁnd. There were wild ohickens and QOIVes. ‘Tﬁe anly

house here when we moved here was an 0ld deserted one
N %

west of here that T suppose had belonged to Indians.

‘The Indiasns of yesterday were better off than the

-

~—-——0st of them are now, ‘There was plenty of -are of all

— [

different kinds snd abaut all they neede wergL few olothes

and -0lothes were cheaper than they are now.
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I got marrigd when I was seventeen years old but

my husband and I did not move to ourselves. I stayed

. aft home' and kept house for my mother until I was the
mother of three children. "I wouldn't Heve moved to:
nmyself thﬁpsbut Joe got work in Checoteh amd we had fo

. move there. Even then I went home every so often and
stayed for two months st a time. Not a year pessed that
1 didn'f’go home in the sﬁring to do ﬁother's Héuse-
clgfning.

- On the Peter BEwing =llotment three miles west of’

Bufaula there‘are a few graves including my fether's.
. } . e
T;I; is a very oid cemetery; it is so 0ld that persimmon_"
treeé twelve iﬁches through are growing out of some of
the graves, Al Ground lived there before allotment and
‘as his wife was'a Choctaw he had to go back to that
country when she allotted. I don't kﬁow who ovns it now
but it is oge mile northeast of the Wilson Szhool.
fha'Mésé*Harjo Cametery is over thirty-eight years
olde It is a helf nile southwest of the Wilson School.

Some of the Radells were the last to bg buried there.
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When we oame here thirty-eight years'sago there
“ \\ *
was no graveyard for white people, so when pne of Joe's
peOple'digd we took his body to the Coal Oﬁﬁek Grave- J

. yard jﬁst.southeast of ‘the Creek lilnes at Hearyetta.
2 i
‘ ‘& 1
v After allotment there were seVeraQ white families g

through here.  then Lee Pound 's baby died my husbend
gave some ground on our daughter's (Virnie Reé'Grayson),
‘allgtment for a gravevard. It was for a conhunity grave-

13
4 *

vard 61 ‘both’ nhitas nd Indiarg, 4 half mile soatﬁ of

the ﬁiééinfichool and about & quarter séuth of thelSalt

»

,~d§§reek.
¥ ™ Q .
" Joe Brooks Grayson aﬁy’hiu father T, i,. Grayson

Joe Butler snd H. c. Radell built a school, one room 8i%ty

oy thirtijeet,and paia for it. .Then they hired Josephine

A ~

. /

Scott, an Indlanrto teach it. I got her to board with us
* -

86 my two i/}ldren would have soueone to walF to and from

sqnool 'fh. "here were not over twenty quldren of all

"f>§qfﬁ/§gqxlndian and,white,attending.
Reverend"R. M. Been lived and farmed a mile undd a
) half 7&32 of the school, He went other placer =ndiheld.

etings so he started a chgrch in the school befdre ,
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Statehood. He didn't preach for a salary nor for a

colleation but every once in a while we would give him

_a "pounding” and on his birthdey we would give him a

'big»dinner. We didn't have a janitor but we women would

gather at‘the churoh in our bonnets and aprons und scrub

the floors and cleen the house and have a_gaod tlme .

We didn't have a mail route at first but went to
Okmulgee after the meail., When we needed prévisioﬂs e
went in the wagon but &t other times on horseback.

Okmulgee was not smch of -a town then.' Later, we would

send’ one of %he-younger folk on horseback to Okmulgee'f;é/i

our meil, ' ) ‘ . 7/

/

Mother had a 1itt16 brass lamp not over six inthes
in diameter with a tipy wicik coming up through a/sharp
thing in the center. I was a large. girl when/ﬁé got a

J ¢
glass' lamp at Bufeula. . c / /

/




