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Jefferson Berryhill,
Interviewer.

- August 5, 1937

Interview With Mrs. Mary Grayson.
Okmulgee, Oklahoma, -

CREEK MIGRATION AND INTIDENTS BEFORE
MIGRATION.

These stories of the migrations were told to Mrs.
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Mary Grayson by an oldtﬁﬁgék”Iﬁﬁfan woman who—eame.from
Alebama during the removel of the 7“reeks. This Indien
died just a few years ago. ‘- She tald of the time while

she was still in Alabama. She said the white people
wanted 1o get rid of the freeks, or to move then t:
Oklahoma. The white man beiﬁg evil,'plotted many ways

to make them want to leave, She said the white people
would ﬁut their children up to crying or screaming with
all their might when phey éaw,an Indian. This wes to
attract the attention of the secldisrs, who would w@me

to ﬁhip and beat %he poor ‘Indian who was innocent. The
Indian got a very s?vere beating, because‘when being
beaten he wouldn't éay a word, This mede the white soldiers
so angry they oculd'?ave kiiled the Indien. Then they

tied him to a tree on his own land and told hium to stay

on his lcnd or be beaten. She said this was done to

scare him into selling his lend and move to Okxlahoma.

Also many an 0ld woman suffered mistreatment; some even
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dying fram beatings. She said maxy of the Yndian men
= ~and women did sell their land., Some bought €ine clothes,
diamond rings, ear rings, godd bracelets, then they bought’

» what looked to be fine saddle horses. Shée ssid they said

- that they were celebrating befoTe leaving their—homes—in
Alabama, Being about half drunk, they baught the seeming-

- 1y fat horses. They rode 'along singing, shbuting and
whooping with gallon jugs of whiskey., She told of standing
by the road side watching them a; they came down the road,
making al’ the noise they could., She scid they were just ~
passing S& her, when ell of & sudden the seemingzly fat
horses, one by oae, becane small. They had been fed with
something that -ade thém swell up, then to the Indiens
amazement, they saw the horsés were poor aad skinny. They
gggw they had been cheated, yet it was tuo late to do any-
thing. Then she t0ld of the promises the Government made
to the Creeks, saying when théy came to Oklahoma they
would be given lerge tracts of 1a$d. If the tracts were
too small, same more land would be given them; or if
there was too mu~h land then it would be bought from them.

In moving meny were reluctant to be moved. They were
e ,

whipped and beaten, and then they were put on a boat .

.
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Then she ssid after sailine for meny days on ‘the river,
they came upon a boat that left aliead of them. It ha%'
been sunk and only the mast of the boat was seen, but

e

many Indiz:n men and women were floating on top of the
L of -

water whorhad drowned(r éﬁ; seid she knew many Ahese
who were dead. liany of them had diamond rinzs, eer
riggs; agg-bracelets on their fingers and arns. The
soldiers or‘offigers on the boat wére toki-g the rings,. .o
and bracelets from ghe dead Iﬁdians by cutting their |
fingers off with their knives. The captain‘;avé orders
to ghe:t snvone who toék anvthings frow the dead.
The Robbing of Esparhechar's Grave.

When Esparhe:har the “reek Indiépiﬂhief died he was
buried abont three miles w~st ahd a ﬁal? rile south of
Beggs, Okiahoma, on his place. I3 his coffin were all-his
belongings cnd they were buried with him. His diamond
stiok-pin, rings, and a éolden headed welkin: oene, which
was ziven to him as a bresent while at Washington D. C.
One morniné his- wife looked out of tﬁe_wind;w to see his
coffin dﬁg up. Upon investigation, it wes found these

. artioles mentioned were stolent -'He waé repuried but the

grave robbers were never apprehended.



