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Intorview with W. A. Jolly. {
Ardmore, Oklahome '
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I came to Woodford in 1832, Tne town thon commimted

of one store, which also housed the post office. I began
i ‘

teaching school et a aschool house on top of the “hill near

the Sulphur 3pring. ‘This school house was g frame bullding.

I tanght at this location two ysars and sonetimes had as
4

high as one hundred and twerty studends in school. Later, -

— X taught north of Woodford whare the Ardnore Lake is mow

T —

loeated.

wood Smith lived on Hickory creek west of Woodford,
and put i{n & ford on the creek, and it was for that reason
that the town received the name Woodford.

Smith was & Chickasaw Indian who c¢eme from Stonewall,
Indian Territory, and later went back there.

They started the grave yard at Woodford by killing a
max;, The vld wh;qu Trail which ren from Cainsville, Texas,
to Fort _Arbuc;clb,entered the Arbuckle Mountains one mile
east of Woodford , end some desperato charaeters used this

~-

trail.
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I will never forget the first whiskey peddler whom
I met on the trail. I ns in the mountsefins hunting queil,
and dosided thet an old tree iop mearby would be = grod plmece
tc look., VWhen I walked up to the tree top a masked msn
stuck out an o0ld long barrelled "45" and asked what I wanted.
I t01d him I belleved I !o‘uld tKe a quart of whiskey. He
got the whiskey l%ﬁ%ne hand end@ held his gzm with the other.
I took the whiskey paid far it,and ran.

A short while lat.er nr. ¥illsr had an emoounter with

e — naaLr A Hie 154
another whiskey-peddler. This man rode up to Dr. Miller's

house ene n‘ight called him to the door, end asked him to
buy ssfas %g.w . . . /
Dr. Miller tasted the whiskey, end told him he would
‘ take tw quarts. The price was $2,00 per quart. The peddler
took out two new bo;:tle'-: azd Miller pgid him for it. When
¥iller opened his bottles he found thet he had two quarts
of vinegar. It wes several months before Miller picked up

snough coursge to tell sbout buying the vineger.
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"Scer Face Jim\’ was a frequent rider uvver the trail

and stopped, at Woodford several differcnt tixr‘zes. (Frank)
€. ¥, Seifridge was riding the Jennings and Royer pastures
and had one or ..o encounte;rs with him over cutting the
lire fences over tle nountains. they finally compromised
by agreeing thet "Scar Pece” sfxould rid:e :o the gate sbout
a mile down the trail. After that he never left e gate
open or cut a fence. "Scar ¥ace Jim" visited the ranch
house several times. SoGuetimes when srank Selfridge was
avay ~n the line fence "Scer Face" would ride in, cook
sosnething to eat and ride on z}gain.

| one night while I was working for Holmes Akers at the
Woodford store, two suspicious looking characters camped
near the store. 71 thought they intended to rob the store
and Post office. I went fur old Nat smith and he got on
his back éorah with his winchester. Fram this location he
could see the back of the store. Holmes Akers, myself,
and several cther men stayed in the store. te waited all

B4

night bDut they made no attempt to rod the store.
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The old 3’:“&:6‘681’3 store wan anross the street fiom
4he Akers atore, and at that time was being used ss a
stadble. )

te S Xanper was assistent posgt master before I went
there and took over the jobe After I began work in the
store J. E. AKers was puj.‘s%“master and 1 was his essistant.

I have served as !.’o.tary Publie practicallmll of the

time since sauing to the Perritcry, and as County Tex As-

8 &3352 of Caorter (ounty TOr several years.



