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Interview with W, A. Jolly
Ardmore, Oklahoma

I cane to Woodford in 1892. TUB to^n thcr. eassisieci

of one store, which also housed the post office. I began
^—x

teaching school a t a school house on top of thexfaill near

the Sulphur Spring. This school hotae was a frame building.

at Utia location two years and sometimes had as

as OB© hundred and twenty students in school. Later,

jwr^_of_Woodford fliiare the Ardmore Lake is now

located.
Wood Smith l i ved on Hickory creek west of Woodford,

scd put i n a ford on the creak, and i t t*as fop t h a t reason

t h a t t he town received the none Woodford*

Smith was e. Chickasaw Indian-who cp-nie from Stonewall ,

Indian Te r r i t o ry , and l a t e r went back t h e r e .

They s t a r t e d t h e grave yard a t Woodford by k i l l i n g a

raanf The old Whiskey T r a i l which ren from Geinav i l l e , Tefcas,

to Fo r t Arbuckle, entered the Arbuckle Mountains one mile

e a s t of Woodford , and some despera te cha rac te r s used t h i s

trail.
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never fo rge t the f l r a t whiskey peddler whom

I net on the t ra i l* I wms in tbe sain tains bunting quail,

asd decided that an old tree top nearby trould be « *pod pla.ee

to look. When I waited up to the tree top a masked man

stuck out an old long barrelled n45n and asked what I wanted*

I told him I believed I would t ^ e a quart of whiskey. He
with

got the ifciskey / one hand and held his gun with the other.

I took the whiskey paid for it,an& ran.

- A short while la ter Dr. Miller £s£ an «* counter f i th

another *feiskey~peddler. This man rode up to Dr. Miller's

house «ne night, called him to the door, and asked him to

Dr. M i l l e r t a s t e d the w h i s k y , ® d t o l d him he would

take two q u a r t s . The p r i c e was $2.00 pe r q u a r t . The pedd le r

took out two new b o t t l e - asd Midler paid him f o r i t . When

M i l l e r opened h i s b o t t l e s he found the-.t he had two q u a r t s

of vinegar* I t wes severa l months before M i l l e r picked up

•nough courage t o t e l l about buying the v inega r .
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Paeo Jtoriy was a frequent rider over the trail >

and stopped,at Koodford several different times. (Frank)

C. F. selfridge *aa riding the Jennings and Royer pastures

and had one or -vx> encounters with him over cutting the

line fences over the mountains, ihey finally compromised

by agreeing that "Scar Face" should ride to the gate nbout

a mile down the t r a i l . After th&t, he never left a gate

open or cut a fence. "Scar Face Jim.w visited the ranch

house several times, sometimes when *rank Self ridge was

away A:̂ t the line fence "Scar Pace" would ride in, cook

aosiething to eat and ride on again.

One night sshile I was working for Holmes AJtoers at the

Woodford store, two suspicious looking characters camped

near the store. I thought they intended to rob the store

and post office* I Trent fur old Hat Smith and he got on

his back poroh with his Winchester, From this location he

Could see the bock of the store. Kolmes Akers, myself,

and several other nen stayed in the store, we waited a l l
•s

nigit but they made no attempt to rob the store*
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xne o H Bywatsrs s t o r e *&? *«*o»« t i » s t r e e t fxom

the Akera store, and at that time was being used as a

stable.

A* 3 . Kaaper was assistant post master before I went

there and took over the job. After I began work in the

store J» H. Alters was post master and I was his assistant.

I have served as Kotary Public practi call jell of the

time since scralng to the ferri tcry, end as County Tax As -

ef Csrta? County f o r several years*


