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A Creek Camp Meeting
Prom an interview with Welter Gray
(Hartshorne, Okla.)

S

James Russell Gray 4261-3420
Hertshorne, Oklahoma
Irdian-Pioneer Hist. S~149
March 24, 1938

»

I was raised among thé Creek Indiang in the vieinity
of'the Canadisn River about twenty-five miles SOuth§;st .
of Okmulgee, . In the year 1894 I wag seven-
teen. I lefi home just after the fourth of July that year
end began to meke my own way. And that was the year I
sttended my first Indian camp meeting. : .

I wes working for & men named L. H, MeDurmott. He
was 8 ﬁhit@ men, an Irishman, who hsad marfied 8 full blood
(reek women named Lou something-or-other; I never 1Barned
he maiden name. Mac was big and generous and good-natured,
though he could be stern enough when angered.

I was told that MoDurmott was origihally from—-In-
disna, He was é‘stonemason, and prior to the time of which
I speak h;d taken a contract to build, and‘had built, the
Creek council house at Okmulgee.. After that jo% was com-
pleted he had, I have been told, a little over two thous-
.and dollsrs., Anyway, he and hig wife sétt;ad about two

niles east and half & mile south of the present town of
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Okeméh. He began to improve the land, and built a smsll
log cebin, Wwhen I began working for him he had a two-
.story frame house, and close %0 three sections. of land
under fence. He had a country store. He used the fenced
land to pasture horses gnd mules. His cattle, branﬁed
with an "0 Bar," ran loose in the woods all'over\that
part of the country.

One %%furday in August, 1894, I was working with
‘& haying orew on the McDurmott ranch. We got through with
the haying that afternoon. One of the men asked me if I
wanted to go to church\With him that night. His name was
Luke Vye, and he had beek\friendly ever since I began
woriing on the ranch. "The Indians are tﬁrowing a camp
meeting," he seid. "I guarantee you will find it inter-
esting, Qray." |

I think most of the ﬁaying crew went to the meeting
that night, but not all ﬁSgether; they went in groups. I
went with Lukes The ohurch house was four or five miles
qeét and 8 1little north of MeDurmott's ranch ho&se, and
Luke and I éot there just before sundown, in time for
supper.

lThe place belonged £0 the Creeks, and was called
the "Green Leaf" Church: It was situated on the side:of
‘e hill thet sloped north snd esst. The hillside wes cov-
-ered with post osks and blackjack trees. on the east, &t

;Ege foot of the hill, ren a small oreek. This creek ran
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into another one on the north side of’f%e hill. This
second creek I belie#e was called Green Leaf Creek.
The Indians watered tfeir horses and got water to drink
at these ereecks. / A

Up .on the hill, about one hundred and fifty yards
from the creeks, were the church grounds the church house,
and the big arbor. The nouse wes a one-room log building
with clapboard roof and pnncneon floor. I don't know ‘
what it looked like inside; this meeting I sm telling
;bout was held under the arbor. One of my Indian friends
t0ld me the church house hed & split-log floor and iog
benches. |

When Luke Vye and I got to the church grounds that
satnrday night we fouund ;ndians gamped all oyer the place,
emong ‘the osks on the hillsiae end even down in the creek
bottoms. There were 50 meny that I wouldn't want to make -~

& guess at the aetual number. But I found out before I

- ——— J—

left that 'there were seven trlbes represented in the
crowd. Therée were some Sec and Fox, Creeks, Chickasaws,
Osages, Po?tawatomies, Kickeapoos. And Luke pointed out
some fat, round-faced Indian women and said they were
Cheyennes. Those women wore showy, reddish dresses of
‘some cotton,material that looked like calico. They wore
their hair in two long braids down their backs, and‘almost .

11 of them had beads around their necks.

i

§ o o
é, I am not certain just what the occasion for this .



. ("ORAY, WALTER.  SECOND INTERVIEW. 13476, .
. 7 o 314

meeting was; whether it was g reunion, or a convention,

"or what. I know that it was religious in nature, so I ' |

1Y

am going to call it 8 .oamp eeting. .

At supper time the Indians spread their meal on
long tables under the trees around the church house and
arbor. These £ables were made of poles and blanks, and
vere twenty fegt or more long. Along each side of the
tableé were bencheg made 'of split logs; holes were ﬁade
in the logs, and woodeﬁ pegs driven into the holes for
legs. There was plenty of food for all, even the visit-
ors. The main foods were bread, meaf, coffee, and the:
‘Creek dish mede .of fermented corn oalled "Sofkee." 0ld -
men with staffs in their hands went sbout emong the crowd
lookiﬁg fof visitors and inviting them.to eat.

After supper Luke anﬁ I visitedvamong the people
on the church grounds. There were Indisans, ﬁegroes{ and

whites with Indians in the majority. And there were

“horses wagons, buckboards and the like. There were

-———— N

women and children, and hundreds of dogs. There were some
tents and covered wagons where people slept, but the ms, -
Jority slépt unde: small arbors or under the trees.
i noticed that some of the Inﬁiané wore blanke;s.
?he men had long hair, often kmmziwg it hung do%n th%;lri
backs in two braids. ‘Some wore _buckskin trousers and
cotton shirts. I notlced one tr1h§\that wore'" ‘beaded mogs -
casins.

B \ '
The Qreaks, who were in the ma jority at the meet-

\
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'ing, wore shirts, pants, 1on§-i"‘égea high-heeled biots,
apd big wide hats, usualf”’ﬁhrﬁﬁ' And almost all the In-
dians, no metter of what tribe, wore some sort of red
}handkerohiefaaround their necks,

The'Creék boys and young men nesarly all oaﬁé to
the meeting on horsebaci. They wore what was called the
"0. K." spurs, having a slightly orooked shank, roqel the
size of half a dollar, leather parts fitted to & metal
button on each side; a leather strap‘rah’underrthe heel,
and another buckled on pyp'of“the foot. The Creeks some-
times ocarried quirts, and had sliockers tied to their
saddles, but T never saw but one, & man named Lewis Cur-
tain, who wore cheps. ‘ ¢ A
* This meeting had been going on for abougA@eek before
I went to it, and it was’planned to last another week, so
the Indisns said, before it closed, It all seemed fun
and frolie to the indians; they were all jovial and friend-
1y gndnhoséitable. Bach tridbe seemed to mske a point of
being nice to the white people. |

We met lots of Creeks ££at I knew; Little Besar,
Hodﬁlgee Fixigo Joe Finhaw, Jacob Knight, Jbe Robinson

;Losey Sawyer, “sam Berryhill Louis Yahola, Dave Yefkee, ,
- Ksxrgh Thompson, Ben Deer Wallagce Cook. S - e
About an hour after sundown the crowd gatﬁered.at

the arbor and the services began. A Creek got up first

.and led some songs; then he prayed, and after that made
3 - - _ . T
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a talk. He talked in Oreek, but interpreters translated
what he said into English and the other Indian langusges.
If I remember right this Creek's name was William Jimboy;

316

he was & hunchback. He was & preacher; Methodist, I think.

That sihging was probably the most beautiful I
"have.ever heard. There weren't any instruments played;

the music was all made by human voices., The Indlans had

that_
deep, soft voices, mmixi¥my rose and foll An. perfect “her-

mony. They sang maybe six songs, one after the other.
One was, .something about "qug?y Talofs,” whi:h meant
reaven in Creek.

Representatives froﬁ each tribe got up to‘pray
and talk during the course of the evening. There was 8
raised rostrum of planks where.the speskers stood to talk.
The sudience sat on benches made of sPiit logs resting
on roéks. ‘ ‘ R '

The secondigpeaker was & mid&le-aged Indian dresséd
in the same sbrt of_olot?es white men wore on Sundays;
dark-suit, white-shirt shoes. Iuke told me that he was
g 3ag and Fox chief and that his name wes Keokuk. He
Y about five feet ten in height, and looked to be about
dae sixty five in'weight,\ Ee had no beard orgmouétache.

Te nad long, stra;ght hair .that hung loose to his should~

e:s. He wss quick and short 3poken, but had a pleasant

-

voice and manner. I saw him on the grounds the next day,

end he was wearing e large white het with a wide brim and

_flat top. I oaqf% remember what he said, but all the
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talks seemed to be of & religious nature. 'Each speaker
prayed first, and then made his talk. Sometimes between
the tslks there woulé -be more singing., The services last.

ed that night until about two o'oloock.
Aftei that Luke Vye, Si Snodgrass, Pres Morgan,
-Steve Hancock Henry Eortner and I went out on the gside :

a_g}eﬁ_mfmp for the .test o:f _the ~

night. These were all white men. . ¥

Next morning we ate braakfast with the Indians.
_Af¥er=breakfast we visg%ag;ﬁgogndﬂgggéngpép%gwe met an
Indi#n’and got to talking to him. As nser gs I could
toll he seemed about fgrtil He gaid he lived two miles
and a8 half southwest of Okmulgee close to ‘the ferry on
Deep Fork. He had & round, fat face anﬁ was a loud laugher.
Ee talked good English and wegs very friendly. He told
us his name was Hodge. ' ‘ ‘

"I remember sitting on the ground and listening to
7ﬁodge talk. If he is étill alive I'll bet he remembers
the cofﬁaﬁ:ﬁeé&edlittle white boy who asked So many -ques-
tions. He sat on a bench with ones of the white men, ani
there were other white men around him. Hodge must heve
been educatéd. "He said he was religious, and was pre ju -
diced to what he called "Sabbath school." He said he had \
learned a lot at ngabbath school," .He himself was a,
Sunday sehool’ teadher. I listensd to him talk for over

°

an hour.
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Sometime after breakfagt that Sundéy morning,thé’
gervices began sgain. The procedure ﬁas similar to ‘that
of the night before. The Indians presched and prayeé§i
until nearly noon. Then ‘the middsy meal was eaten. After
that the crowd milled around, talking and laughing, unt}l

about two o'clock. Services began again at two and held
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After that Ivke and I visited sround, talking to
the Indians and looking at them, until about dn hour be-
fore sunsét. Then we struck out for the McDurmott ranch,

getting home for a late supper.
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