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Field Worker's name ' Ophelia D, Vestal

This report made on (date) . January 14 . 1938 e
1. | Name. Revorend H. P. Gilbert
2. Post Office Address 6 Waltjera, Oklahoma -

3. Residence addreqs (ox 1)cation)

4. DATE OF “IRTH: lenth N°V°mb°1‘ Day __ Year- 1884

5! Place of birth _ Illinois

L
" . ne
“ -

8. ame of Father Place of birth

Other information abont ‘father . ' Yook

‘7. Name of !'sther Place of birth

Other information abcut mother " -2 -

s - o

. Woteg or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
' 1ifeldnd story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for

* suggested subjects and questicns. Continue on blank sheets if
- necessary and atgach firmly to this form. Number of sheets

. attached - .

»

!




L -

. halh ] A
. *
s

GILBERT, H. F. (REV.) ° SECOND INTERVIEW  ~ 9680

Ophelia D. Vestal, :
Investigator, “ ;
January 14, 1938. ‘ '

An Interview with Reverend H. F. Gilbert,
Walters, Oklahoma,

On July 1, 1869, .an agency of the Comanche, Kiowa
and Apache tribes was establi'shed ad jacent to Fort Sill
near the. ¢ity of Lawton. This agency was 'placed in charge
of a member of the Society of Friends, nan.;gc.l Lawnie Tatum. \
‘ Th; Society of friends \;aa a group of the' early Quakers. \
The ¥ort Siltl Jboardipg school was opened on February 29,

1871, by Reverend Joshua Butler. Roverb}lcf Butler and his
‘wife wers invit;d {)y the Executive Gomnii‘ttee of Indian Af- |
fairs to ;vork‘a;xong the COmé;xches and Kiowas, They, too,

. J \ .
‘were members of the Society of Friends. This Indian-school
was first established about a inile nortk of ity present
where it remined .
lod‘ation/\mtil about 1300 when 1t was mo‘ed to the present

location where a‘laundry ,domitorioa and ‘club buildings were
" added. The S'hpe!‘int;’endent was Mr. W. J ; Hoddon.
From the Ysginning days up to the present time, egri-

culture and fxanomgking have been of the*utmost importance

vy 3 N
‘and mors-work has been done in these times than in any

others. This school operates probably 'jilgirtoon, hundred acres
. *
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of farm land where there are a large dairy herd, several
hogs, beaf catile, poultry amnd truck gardeningband a laun-
dry, dining room,&k;tchen, ice plant, sewing room and bake

shop are opsrated tor the needs of the school which are all

sources of voeational training,
At the beg@nning of this achool only a few of the lower

grades were taught; then grades were added until in 1930,
eight grades were taught nnd the ninth added making it a
Junior Hégh Schoo}: In 1936 and *37 the school was changed

to a Vbc;tional A;;{giltural eénd Homemnaking Senior High
School. The work now offered at t*1§ achool is of such a .
paturo as to train the younger ﬁoys and.gigls in the arts ;x
home-making and fgyming)fgus helping to turn out.students whe
can take their places in life and know how to be self-supporte
ing.” Extra classréome have been provided. Thes; are to help

interest the students. They are Hi-Y, Four H Club, Girls

Reserve,' Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, Brownie and Cub Scouts,

Glée Clubs, and Athletics for both ﬁoys and girls.

. The stadents in lowser grades are taught the two main

. subjects of this..school, farming snd home-making, so when

they reach the higher grades they have a broader view oﬁ
e .
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these auﬁjebt‘ then, too,if they ;houldn'; finish their,
education they still will have !:ecainfi benefit from their
schooling. Accrediting stu;dards are maintained so that

the graduates may attend colleges if they desire to.

Tuesday evening of each week 1is sef aside for religious r

instruction.

LOCATION

The ¥ort Sill Boarding School is located on Highways
277';nd 62 at the Northeast edge of Lawton. Lewton is one
of the.leading towns of Oklahoma and probably the best town
in Southwest Oklahoma. The area fram which the school draws
its pupils, largely Gom;nqhes, is of a diversified agric&ltural
nature, Many bé;f cattle, sheep, hogs, dairy cattle, and. .
poultry are raised in“this area. . There is also much wheat,
cotton, oats, barley, broom-corm, watérﬁelon, fruis,
sorghums, and other farm crops grown. The Indiag Hospital
which serves this entire locality as well as others all
over the staee, is located within a quarter of a mile of the
school. A tubercular annex has recently besn added. The

school is fortunate in having the United States Agriculturel

Experiment Station - for a neighbor on the West. ‘This

-t
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station furnishes much valueble informetion and employ-.
ment for the boys taking -sgficulture. Fort 5ill is of
interest and is th; home for the school of iFire where
many #Aest Point gradua;es Sp;nd « year in training.
sraetically every phase of military wark is carried out
at the Fort. The H}chita Mountains %o the northwest
furnish much en?ertainment and pleasure, ere we find
-the Holy City where énnually is held thé naster Paggant,
attracting thousends ¢ f visitcrs. The mpunteins furhish
mucn for hikes, swiaming, wnd picnies, there‘being a
lsrge number of laces anc re86rvoirs which heve recently
been constfucted. The Farest seserve end Game Preserve
which are a part of United States Biologicel 3urvey ;re
maintained in the Wichita Mountains‘a;d are guite
intere;ting to the meny who visit them annually.

The Cemeron State ngrucultﬁral College, & Jugior
College and High School, is meintained by the State of
Oklahowz, and is located two miles west of Lawton. Many
of the:Indien youtﬁé of southwestern Cklshoma have re-

ceived the first two years of their college training at

this institution.
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( = The water used by the school am surrounding
institutions is derived from Leke Latonka. This

'\ leke is located in the #ichite Mounteins and furnishes

the best water to be had anywhere.
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