GILROY, THOMAS A. INTERVIEW #6006 ’ 140

%

)




A Gnmz.mMAsA.mmvmw. R | A
. . * 8 - > ‘
' Form A-(S-149.
\ \ S “ 6006 A-(5-149) 4 1q
' BICGRAPHY FORM = = '
YWORKS PROGRESS ADNINISTRATION
Indian~Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

|
I

\

Fiold Horker's name Grace Kelley
This report mede on (date) Moy 25 ; _ 193 7
le ’ - R
lo Name m w A-: Gi‘Jl‘Oy I/
2. Post Office Addr%ss _ . Henryetba, Okla Rs Be ?

3. Residence address (or location) 5 E! eg Fest of Henryetta 18-11-12

e

4. DATE OF BIRI‘H. Month March Day _ 7 ‘Year 1901

' 5, Place of birth _py,.0a0

6. Name of Father _p_giinog Place of birthpynp iy Negw Vork Stete

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing wi.h the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
_subjects and’ questions. Continue on blank sheets 1f necessary and
attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached g -




oy

A

WIfHOY, THOMAS A. INTERVIEN,

SR

| 6006
FAMILY aND CIVIL d.R S’IORY‘ TALD
BY ' )
THEOMAS GILROY.
FIZLD L.RKER GR.CE KELLEY,
, May 25, 1937
Father's mother was a Seminole who hed married a waite
man, Thomes Gilroy, I don't remember heving heard her nsme,
At the beginning oi.‘ the Civil vwar ;chey were living in .
New York State. They crossed the ocean to a §£%9e Spglled
"Syria Lebano® (I don't just .now w.ere that is;{:o keep
out of the wa;:. .ahen it was over, they came back to New
York; then to alabama; and to srkonsas vhen father was a
boy. .hen he was @ young man, he went to Colorado ané. v
ahile there married & well=tomdo whi b girl and they h?a
: samw children. They came 'to the Indiah Territory but she
~eouldn't ’stang this country and togk the youngest children
back %0 Coiorado. He kopt the oldest and they were allotted

while the youngest weren't but they were given e University

education by the moth:r vho wanted to "meke something out of

them.™ I went to the Denver schools and the University at
‘Demver where I learnsd to be a medical doctor. (Mr, Gilroy
has s.e medical magazines, address-d to him, that are sent

only to doctors),l will explain my doctoring later, but I
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don't practice exactly as my mother expscted me to, and
gshe might not think theat I had made anything of myseclf,
CHURCH LIFZE, ” .
ﬁhen I wes é snail boy I wes sprinkled in the B
Church end later I wes edmitted into the dhurch but when
I got old enough to do my own thinking, I wasn't satisfied
with the sprinkling and joined the nrbece Baptist Church
one milé west of Bryantﬁkby immersioﬁ. Then I was ordained
later, as Deacon of that churéh.
when the chu;cﬁfd;cided to ordain me as.Deaoon, it
called these me; to io the ordination:"ﬁunisters; Irans
‘Grayson, Rolla Sends cf Ckendh, rlempsy :woblesis of ciamell,
Mose Walla of Dustin and ﬁge Pzstor of Arbecg, Ge Be. Looney;
Deac9ns: Jeki Clipro oi ncicetka, Jile Ashberry of Weleetka,
Mose Birderzek of Weleetks, Oécgr Harjo of Hickory Ground,
Danna Wetson ofaDustin, Williem Fisher of Weleetka and Henry
Day of Dustin, -
When & man is-ordained Dsacdh, he,dies g deacon unless
)

he is ordained a Minister; but a Class leader is disqualified

ifshe does anything that ig unfit for a Class leader to do,
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and thens}‘ie is just a plein church member,
CHURGH MOTHER (CLaSS LEADER)
Molly Ashberry was the Mother at arbeca vhurch, I

~

guess always as f&r back aé I know enything zbout, until. /
_ she died Jamary f.;,l, 1933, et the .age of 85,

Then Iouisa Vest, the widow of Bjllie West, the Light-
Horseman of this District, was chosen by the Pastor to tske

“her place, ‘ C
[

4

+ DUTIES OF CHURCH MOTH-R.-
The Church Mother is 2 good and loved waman to \vhom‘"/
ell the othsr women go for edvise in time of trouble or/'/dis-
agreements, She will tell them what is the right thiné for
then; to do, Her hoxe is at\the -church, and she is e:/;éected
end usually is, to be Mother as long as she lives, ‘

' Alabama Church 1‘s‘ithe oldest church in the Creek Nution
and is called ‘I’ﬁe Moth:r Church, It is one mile west of We-
lestka, and Alec Low is Pastor now, .

~ DOCTORING.

My father wes a Veterinary; owned lots of stock, hogs,

catfle end horses, and was a spirit doctore That is a gift

in two wayse I don*t believe yocu can understend what I will
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t:;'y to tell you ‘but there ere sore things I won't tell you
at all. He wes a child of z;. large fanily and the only pne
wo had it. He gave it to my sister and die gave ;c to me,
The persondl gift is handed from mele to female and from
femalc; tc male tut not to the seme sex nor outside of the
immediate femilys I am the only one of my family who ms
the gift or telent fram God.

You carnft return evil for evil but when saneone says

c;r does samething wrong to you, you just smile; tpat W ks
like fire on ics. vwonderful things can be done by prayer
and fasting ii: &ou know whet to say and have faith or know
without a doubt your prayers will be amnswered, and you have |
to know what to do for the work. )

| I never néed a doctor for these reasons, I went to
school end learnsd the Nie.dical wa&. I use herbs, as 1
know them a'Ln;:l vhet/they are for énd how to use them, The
gift came .thro ’ ny i‘ather -nd my associstions with Little
~ Fish, my wife s father who was & grest Medicine Me_n

We Indians do exactly as told to do in the O0ld Testemsnt

and we did so before we ever saw an _0ld Testament,

i o W

If o womah is sick she ‘does not sleep in the seme room
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with ber husband but hes a room of Her omm for that time,

They used to havela little house of their own but novadsys
they just use another room. She has her own dishes and no
men ever eats out of them. She cooks if there is nobody

else to do the cooking; otherwise she doesn't touch the

£ood except what she eats herself, She stays to herself |

as much es possihlg7 nevear gnins\;g;éegeﬁsiiaﬁé:}e&vesﬁaﬁ3§:;,w¢<

garden, meres, cows, chickens and turkeys alone, for she
will cause bad luck to come to them, 4n In.dian can tell
as soon es ile come‘in.the Toom, ;Ii‘ she makes soap it will
"o soft soap, end won't harden as it should, and the fruit
she cal;s won'+t keep.

I have to be careful with myself, If I know I wil_Li
heve sone Veterinary work to 4o in t‘hree bf four days, 1
sleep by myself those intervening nights., I beve better
luck for I figure that the pores of the skin carry off the -
poison of the body and that will c&:se,infectibn.

If you have so..ething in your eye, I cean put my hend

over it and the water will stert pouring out of your eye «

and your eye will get al](rig,ht.
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_In my collection there is a bone of almost every kind
. ‘of fowl or animel, of course not every kind; bear, deer,
bumen, gnd that isﬂé smail corn cobe Théé are all good to
are a disease if‘you°know how, and I do.‘ I shot that turtle,
'fo? when you shoot them tﬁey die instently +vhile if you cut
their .heads off, they w;ll live twenty-four hours., Then I

put it on a-ant hill for a week or ten days and they cleaned

it out psrfectly cleam, It's alrost—imrossiblefor.a person

s

to ciaan it ana lecve both‘upper_gndllower Sides together,
: /<\\\ This stick look; iike a home mede cane.bu;_it is the
one I usé to mark in the'sand:with, t9.§ee what 1 want ts
'kgcw. It is rede of dogﬁood, about the thickness of your

middle finger and about three fest long, limber. These
, « . N ‘ , .
marks near the end, the meanirdg of them are iglmowk £ snys
_as the cross piise -.
one but myself. It is of ome piecs ]i's growm there or is &

linh, : B

&

If something is stolen from me and I miss it, I can
find out vho stole it and before twenty-four hours they

will bring it back and put it where I can find it without

»

my sgying anything to them,
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o HOT SPRING
When I was a small boy I was hunting with anoth:r
boy end we go‘t very thirsty. .e flound a place that looked |
like a smring \';eis there so we dQug the wet dirt or mud out
andy mede a spring. Xt was hot and smelled awful bad but

we were so thirsty that we drank from it anyway'. It made

us sick and I told my father sbout it. He said it was the

seme kind that was at Hot Springsy srkensess—Somoday 1

intend to buy the ground rand then 1 will’tell the location
and mske so..e money. If I told the locestion now, smmebody
slse would mske the money. It is still in ¢xistence but no=-
body could find it unless they knew more ’than that it was in
the\ creek Nation. |

CLAN Law

k]

When a men would be walking and meet enother man's wifhe
in‘the road, he either turned his back until she paé:ed or
looked another ’way vhile walking fast; He never faced her
or spoke to her or looked at her., If he was caught disobe'y-
ing this rule, they cut pert or all of his ear off, Coosa

Yahola had both of his cut off. It is most strict if they
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are Clan Kih, If the woman is guilty t‘hey wvill whip her
terribly but not <':ut her esr off., (there are other punish-
nents that I know ebout from my mother but she wants me to
éet it from the Indiens and I will but it may teke quite a
wile as t'hey are so secretive-G. K.)

INDIAN BALL

I beldng to the Tuckabatchis Town.

Two dilferent—bowns-match a ball geme, and if they like

each oth.r they%play for ‘fun, but usually there is a grudge
between the rulers aﬁd it-' is a fight instesd off{a game. I
never heve played in a mateh game that wasn't a grudge geme.
-The two cemps are & mile or r;xore apart and we don't
speek to each other before the 5éme commences“. They, eachk
town, havé \9 meséengér who talks or carries the messagesfor

. the town,

We camp for a couple of days and vake medicine to get
. us in condition to play and win the QAIme o

When the geme has been mutched we get together and vote .

to sslect which town's ball ground we will-use,’

‘Then efter we have taken the medicine and are ready to

o - ' /.
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play we go to the ball ground, and meet the oth.r team,
Our wox;xen and their womenf bring‘ silk handerchiefs and
ribbons end whatever they went to bet and meke their bets
before the game sterts. Then a man is selected to throw
the ball, if it is a fria’ndly game, so'sone catches tﬁhe ’
ball with his ball sticks. He has twe of them, about
threé feet long with a spoon on the end; They are made |
of hickory and the spoon is mude of a strip ef hickory

—held together with buckskin,

TS

If it is a grudge game they will never try to cat‘ci
the ball but will stert fighting with the sticks, §

Every Sunday the members of the one town gather and
havd a friendl‘y. éame and just pla‘y for fun, Some times
they heve for visitor any oth=r town th:;’c wants to pley
them,for fun, But when the chief is/ there it usually is
Ja grudge fight bubt not alwsys.

I;Iuyaka Town ,is the closest to us and it i.é about eight

miles northwest. '



