
GILROY, THOMAS A. INTERVIEW ^ 6 0 0 6 140

• * - \



A* BB?ERVIBWV

- 8 -
Form A-(S-149)

BIOGRAPHY FORM
WbRKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION '

Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker*s name Grace Kelley

This report made on (date) May 25 j 193 7

4

1, Name !Ehomaa A. Gilroy

2. Post Office Address

3. Residence address {or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month

5. Place of birth

Henryetta. Qkla R. B« ?

. 5 miles west of Henryetta 18-11-»12

Day , ,y , Year

6. Name of Father (li 1

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother u o 7y

Other information about mother

Place of

x

Place of birth

VJni 1—4-l-s-_^/->

state

.Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing w U h the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and* questions* Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
attach firmly to this form. Number'-of- sheets attached a ?
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FAMILY ^ND CIVIL lu& STOHY TOLD
BY

TECMaS GILBDY.

JT2LD XiHKSR G&JCE K3LLEY.
May 2 5 , 1937

Father 's mother was a Seminole who had'married a .vhite

man, Thomas Gilroy. I don't remember having heard her name.

At the beginning of the Civil Hfar they v/ere l iving in .

New York S ta te . They crossed the ocean to a pla.ce spelled

"Syria L&bano" (I don't just -Jiow wuere that is) to keep

out of the v/ar. , «hen i t <wa-s over, they, came back to New

York; then to Alabama; and to ^rkansas vixen father was a

boy. .ih'en'he was a young man, he went to Colorado and N

while there married a well-to-do white g i r l and they had

sane children. They came to the Indian Terri tory but she

•>°couldn?t 'stand t h i s country and toojc the youngest children

back to Colorado. He kept the oldest and they were a l lo t ted

while the-youngest weren't bnt they were given a University

education by the mother viio wanted to "make something out of

them."' I went to the Denver schools and th-e University at

Denver where I learned to be a medical doctor. (Mr. Gilroy

has scr^e medical magazines, address-d to him, that are sent

• only to d o c t o r a l will explain tiay doctoring l a t e r , but I
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don't practice exactly as my mother expected me to,, and

she might not think that I had made anything of myself.

CHUHCII LIES.

When I was a small boy I was sprinkled in the E

Church and la te r I was admitted into the diurch but when

I got old enough to do my own thinking, * wasn't sat isf ied

with the sprinkling and joined the ^rbeca Baptist Church

one mile west of Bryant, by immersion. Then I was ordained

la te r , as Deacon of that church.

When the church decided to ordain me as Deacon, i t

called these men to ao the ordination: Ministers; Irans

Grays on, Rolla Sands cf Ol-cemJa, Henosy juout^ts vi ^rcraiveil,

Llose Walla of Dustin end the Psstor of ^rbeca, G* B» Looney;

Deacons: JCLL Glu.piio ui ..tdcetka, Ji^JLe Ashberry of Vfeleetka,

Mose Birdcr^ek of V/eleetka, Oscar Harjo of Hickory Ground,

Danna Watson of Dustin, William f isher of Weleetka and Henry

Day of Dustin,

?/hen a man is^ordained Deacon, he dies a deacon unless

he i s ordained a Minister; but a Class leader i s disqualified

if$he does anything that is_unfit for a Class leader to do,
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and thenshe i s j u s t a p la in church member.

CHURCH MOTHER (CLASb LEiJ)ER)

Molly Ashberry was_the Siother a t ^rbeca "hurch, I

guess always as f a r back as I know anything about , u n t i l '

she died January 2 1 , 1933, a t the age of 8 5 .
/

'^hen Louisa West, the widow of. Ba i l i e West, the L igh t -

Horseman of t h i s D i s t r i c t , was chosen by the Pas tor to take

her p l a c e . " ,

' DUTIES OF CHURCH M0TcL:R.<

The Church Mother i s a good and loved woman to whomy

a l l the o thsr women co f o r advise i n time of t roub le or d i s -

agreements. She wi l l t e l l tiiem what i s the r i g h t th ing for

them to do. Her ho;.:e i s a t t h e church, and she i s expected

and usual ly i s , to be Mother as long as she l i v e s .

Alabama "Church i s the o ldes t church in the Creek N

and is cal led The JJoth^r Church. I t i s one mile west of We-

lea tka , and Alec Low i s Pas to r now.

DOCTORING.

% fa the r was a Veter inary; owned l o t s of s tock, hogs,

c a t t l e and horses , and was a s p i r i t doc to r . That i s a g i f t

in two ways* I don ' t be l ieve you can understand what I w i l l
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try to te l l you but there ere soii.e things I won't te l l you
t

at a l l . He was a child of a large fani ly and the only pne

TitLO had i t . He gave it_ to my s i s t e r and she gave i t to me,

The personal gift is handed from male to female and from

female to male ^ut not to the same sex nor outside of the

immediate family, I am the only one of my family who has

the gift or ta lent from God,
You can ' t return evil for ev i l but when someone says

or does something wrong t o you, you just smile; that vorks

like f i re on ica . Wonderful things can be done by prayer

and fasting if you know what to say and have fa i th or know

without a doubt your prayers wil l be answered, and you have

to know what to do for the work*

I never need a doctor-for these reasons, I went to

school and learned the Medical way, I use herbs, as I

know them and what/they ars for and how to use them. The

gift cane .througA my father ^nd my associations with L i t t l e

Fish, my wife 's father who was a great Medicine Man. .

7/e Indians do exactly as told to do in the Old Testament

and we did so before we ever saw anN01d Testament,

If a woman is sick she 'does not sleep in the same room ,
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with lier husband but has a room of her own for that t ir te.

They used to have^3a l i t t l s house of their own but nowadays

they just use another room, 3tie has her ovm dishes and no

man ever eats out of them. She cooks if there i s nobody

else to do the cooking; otherwise she doesnTt touch the

food except what she eats hejrself. She stays to herself ,

-Q--—

garden, mares, cows, chickens and turkeys alone, for she

will cause bad luck to come to th'em, An Indian can t e l l

as soon as he come in the room. If she makes soap i t wi l l

b'e soft soap, and won*t harden as i t should, and the f ru i t

she cans wonft keep*

I have to be careful with myself. If I know I Yfill

have soine Veterinary work t o do in three oi* four days, I

sleep by myself those intervening nigh,ts, 1 have be t t e r

luck for I figure that the pores of the skin carry off the

poison of the body and that wi l l cause infect ion.

If you have something in.your eye, I can put my hand

over i t and the; water will s t a r t pouring out of your eye <.

and your eye will get al]/risht«
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In my collection there i s a bone of almost every kind

of fowl or animal, of course not every kind; bear, deer,

human, and that is a small corn cob. They are a l l good to

care a disease if you know how, and * do. I shot that t u r t l e

for when you shoot them they die instantly vhile if you cut

their .heads off, they wi l l l ive twenty-four hours. Then I

put i t on a -ant h i l l for a week or ten days and they cleaned

itTout perfectly clean,
A

to clean i t and lecve both "upper and lower sides together,

/ . This st ick looks l ike a home made cane but i t i s the

one I use* to mark in the sand with, tp see what * want to

know. I t is r^ade'of dogwood, about the thickness of your

middle finger and, about three feet long, limber, Th9se

marks near the end, the meaning of them are yj&BOwtt 1k>
as the cross piit* ..

one but myself* It Is of one pleeoyfo grow*, there or i s a

If something i s stolen from me and I miss i t , I can

find out who s to le i t and before twenty-four hours they

will bring i t back and put i t where I can find i t without

my ssying anything to them, ' ,
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,_ 4 HOT SH

When I was a small boy I was hunting with another

boy and we got very t h i r s t y , ,/e fiound a place that looked

like a spring was there so we dug th» -vet d i r t or mud out

and made a spring, I t was hot and smelled awful bad but

we were so th i rs ty that we drank from i t anyway. I t made,

us sick and * told my father about i t . He said i t was the

seme kind tha t

intend to buy the ground .'and then * will t e l l the location

and make so..e money. If I told the location now, somebody

else would make the money. I t is s t i l l in Existence but no-

body co^ld find i t unless they knew more than that i t was in

the Creek Nation.

CIAN LiW

When a man would*be walking and meet another manTs wife

in the road, he e i the r turned his back un t i l she passed or

looked another way while walking f a s t . He never faced her

or spoke to her or looked at her. If he was caught disobey-

ing this ru le , they cut part or a l l of h is ear off. Coosa

Tahola had both of his cut off. I t i s most s t r i c t if ttiey
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are Clan Kih, If the woman is gui l ty they will whip her

ter r ib ly but not cut her ear' off, (there are other punish-

ments that I know about from my. mother but she wants me to

get i t from the Indians and I wil l but i t may take quite a

vztiile as they are so secretive-G. K,)

INDIAN BALL

I belong to the Tuokabatchis Town;

Sjane, and if they l ike

each oth^r they play for fun, but usually there i s a grudge

between the ru le r s and it- is a fight instead of (a geme, I

never have played in a match gane tha t wasn*t a grudge game.

The two camps are a mile or more apart and we don rt

speak to each other before the game commences. They, each

town, have a messenger who ta lks or carries, the messages for

the town,

vie camp for a couple of days and take medicine to get

us in- condition to play and win the game.

When the game has been matched we get together and vote ,

to select which town's ba l l ground we wi l l ' u se , '

>n after we have taken the medicine and are ready to

/..
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play we go to the ball ground, and meet the oth.r team.

Our women and their women bring silk handerchiefs and

ribbons and whatever they want to bet and make their bets

before iiie gane s ta r t s . Then a man i s selected to throw

the ball, if i t is a friendly game, so-sone catGhes the

ball wi,̂ h his ball sticks. He has two of them, about

three feet long with a spoon on the end0 They are made

of hickory and the spoon is made of a s t r ip 6f hickory

If it is a grudge gane they will never try to catch

the ball but will s tart fighting with the sticks. ^

Every Sunday the members of the one town gather and

have "a friendly game and just play for fun. Some times

they have for visitor any otiwr town that wants to play

them for fun. But when th.9 chief is there i t usually is

a grudge fight but not always.

Nuyaka Town.is the closest to us and i t is about eight

miles northwest.
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