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l. Neme | : Benjaimin F. Gm
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6. Neme of Father ®rvin B, Goodwill Place of birth

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother .Martha M.(Brown) Goodwill. place of birth Hentueky.

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the 1ifs and
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GOODWILL, BENJAMIAN F. INIERVIRV, 8164.
a A. Merwin,
¥feld worker,
agust 9, 1937,
« An interview with Ben jamin Goodwill,
Route 4, Perry, Oklahoma,

1 am the 'son of Ervin X, and Martha (Brown) Goodwill.

=

5

ﬁhen a small lad my parents moved to Kansas where 1 was reared.
- 5

In the ;all of 1892‘1 wont to the old QOklahoma country . -
to secure some land. ypon inquiry at the land office I found
there was some land.that had never been>filed on, 80 i filed
on a claim and lpcat;d on it. 1his was abouf eight miles
frém Clarkston where I sscured my groceries and mail, 1 had
no means of transportation, so I would make the trip on foot

Cand carfy my supplies, which often proved quite a task.

L;ter the town of Marena was established and this was
only tio miles from my place. <rThere was a post office at this
place, also, making it much more convenient for supplies and
majil.

My first house on this land was a one-room log cgbin and
was not finished on the inside; the logs used were in the rough.
I 1ived in this for three yearss

ouring this time i did nd¥ have any impléments or team 8o

worked for others single-handed in exchange for team and plows

to care for my crops.
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4t the end of the third year 1 went to lowa wher? 1
was married and, after 1 sec?red a team‘and wagon, my wife and
.1 returned to Oklahoma, making tﬁe‘trip in a covered wagon, in
which we lived qgtil 1 built a house. which was a*10' x 18
qglf dugout, the part about the ground being of stons. A
- short timarafter tgis 1 bought a hewed'loé house for forty
dellars which'i joined to the other house, A£hi§~making us a _

AY

fair sized house.
1 raised good crops, consisting of corn, wheat and broom
corn, but did not get much for them. 'One year I sold, the

wheat for twenty cents a hushel. vhe -broom corn made a good

»

0 ”
. erop but as 1 did not have the proper machinery for seeding

;ﬁd'baling; L did not get very good prices.

+here was much wild gams in' this gpuntry. 1 have killed.'
a number 6! wild turkeys and one de~r, which proved -a great\u
help to me in providing meat fo; the family; it wes not
. unusual for coyotes to'ccme De&T thg house and i have killed )
several in the yard. i1hey were very destructive to poultry
and young stock.
| In the rall of,lsyl, 1 mgde the race in the town of

- ey

Ghandlé}, sscuring a lot which 1 sold the next day for ien

s
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dollars and then returned to(my home and coptinued farming.

in 1893 i msade the run in the gpeging of the Cherokee
é@rip, starting at a point four mi;e§>east of Orlando.jtz |
.lnade the race on hcrseback;'my wife following with the wagon,
and team, bringing supplies. 1 did not secure a farm but
s8taked a'lopnin the town of Perry, which 1 soid a few days
later and returned to the farm in oid Oklahoma.

after 1 proved up on this land in 1897 1 sold out and
returned to iowa where.i remained for seven ygar;, but thép'
returned to Oklahoma and locat?d in goble ¢ounty in 1904,
where 1 now reside in the home of one of my deughter. My

wife 18 an invalid in a wﬁeel chair, and lives with another

da&éhter whose home is on an adjoining farm..



