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Iavestigator
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Interview with Zors Rlla Vatason Mauk,
Dover, Oklahomae

I was born in Michigan, November 26, 1875, and came
to Oklahoma Territory with my parents April 22, 1889, in'a
govered wagons We lived on a homestead close to Dover in
& house 24x26 feet anq used ocurtains for partitions for
several years toc separate the rooms,

I was raised {in Western Golorado where my father
used to take care of =2%age horses and as I was very active

en horses myseif, I always $o0k pert in 21l the nawboys'

sports, After I oams to OMM I was still just as -
T "muck-e cowboy as ever and I liked to ride and would no
stay hame when I Shought there was going to be any ex-
oitement going on any plaae,
I stall never forgot tpe day of the Cherckee Strip
Opening,the boy I was going to marry was not old enough to
make the run 8o we docided to get married so he gould file
olaime This we did, He made the yun on horseback and his
younger brother and I were to bring the spring wagon drawn

ﬁy a team of mules snd meet him about where Waukomis is
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located, He told us not to try to keep up with thée race
but when the gun was fired and all the harses began to run
our team of mules started too, at the same rate of speed as
the rest {in the rece, We tried to hold them back beocauss we
wors afraid they would give out, but they went right on and
vhen we goi close t0 the place where we were t0 meet my
husband we began to slow up and lock to see if we aould
- locate hime A8 we did I lh;lll never forget, we came vory
clcse $c a man on horsebaak and he thouéht we were trying:
to atake soms land I éueaa, 80 he waved his six-shooter in
the air and told us to move one At first it scared us a
1ittle and then I realized what he thought and we got a good
laugh out of tfmt.

When I met =y husband he had loceted and then we
went %0 live on the fearm, When we added an addition of o ght
rpot $0 our one-room home we thought we had a large home.
The night after the Opcging we went to Enid and slept under -
& tent right on the groand;there were seven of us under the
same tont and we all had to sleep on the ground in one
huddle, I remember a woman whom.we cslled Grandma Cole who

filed olaim on somes lots {n Enid and she had given one



. | 207

MAUK, ZORA ELLA WATSON, INTERVIEW, 10306

-3

hundred dollars to one man to move off but when the tomn
was surveyed her 1ot was in the alley, Many such instanges
oscurred in the runs,

We had two teams, one e pair of mules eand the other
a small pony team, and we would cuﬁ poste from our home-
stead snd haul them to Enids In the two loads we would have
two hundred and fifty postss After oﬁtting and hauling
them ¢5 Enkl, which took us two days %0 make the trip and .
bagk, we reasived §2,50 for the two loads,and it was a
trying trips In thie wey we first made our living on the
new homesteade .

I now help %0 operats a variety store in Dover whigh

is owmed by my husband,



