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Louis* S« Barnes
Investigator
March IS, 1938-

Interview with Zora Xlla Watson Mauk,
Dover, Oklahoma*

I was bom in Michigan, November 26, 1875, and came

to Oklahoma Territory with my parents April 22, 1889, in a

covered wagon* We lived on a homestead close to Dover in

a house 84x26 feet and used curtains for partitions for

several years, to separate the rooms.

I was raised la Western Colorado where my father

used to take oare of stage horses and as X was TGTJ active

on horses «yseif; X always tee!: part is ell the aawboye
1

sports* After I earns to Oklahoma X was still just as

"mcreh-a cowboy as ever and X liked to ride and would not

stay home when X thought there was going to be any ex-

citement going on any plaoe*

X shall never forgot the day of the Cherokee Strip

Opening,the boy X was going to marry was not old enough to

sake the run so we decided to get Harried so he could tile

claim* This we did* He mad* the run on horseback and hit

younger brother and X were to bring the spring wagon drawn

by a team of moles and meet hi* about where Waukooi* is



206
ZORA X L U WATSON. INTSRYIBIV, 1 0 3 0 6

t

/ located* H» told na not to try to keep up with the race

but ihen the gun was fired and a l l the hcries began to run

our team of aiules started, too, at the sane rate of speed as

the rest in the race* We tried to hold them back because ire

were afraid they would give out, but they went right on and

when we got oloae to the place whore we were to meet my

husband we began to slow up and look to see i f we eotild

• locate hla» AM we did,I shall never forget, we came very

close to a man on horseback and he thought we were trying*

to stake son» landrI guess, so he waved his six-shooter in

the air and told us to move on* At f i r s t i t soared us a

l i t t l e and then I realized vrhat he thought and we got a good

laugh out of that*

When I o#t ay husband; he had located and then we

went to 11 ve on tht farsu When we added an addition of eight

feet to our one-rooa home we thought we had a large home*

The night after the Opening we went to Knid and slept under

a tent right on the ground;there were seven of as under the

SSJM tout and we a l l had to «leep on the ground in one

huddle* I rsaojnber s woman whoa,we called Grandaa Oole who

filed olaim on sooe lots In Knid sad she had given one_
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hundred do l lars to one man to noire off, but when the town

WM surreyed her l o t was In the al loy* Many such Instances

occurred in the runt*

W« had two teams, one e pair of mules end the other

a small pony teaa, and we *ould out posts from our home-

stead sad haul them to -Enid* In the two loads we would have

two hundred and f i f t y posts* After cutt ing and hauling x

thes to Said, which took us two days to sake the tr ip and .

back, we reoeired #2*60 for the two loads,and i t was a

trying tr ip* In t h i s way we f i r s t made our l i v i n g on the

new homestead*
«

I now help to operate a rar ie ty s tore in Dorer which

i s owned by my husband*


