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John VWestley Combds, one of the largest

’tame:r‘a snd stock raisers in McIntosh County wes
born in Pike County, Ii:linois. He is & son of
Sterling «nd Sare Combe. Mr, Combs ond his family
moved to, and aettled ;n,\ the southern part of Lis-
a'o;ri in Taney Countye ﬁost of éhe children were
reared heree Je e Combse reccived a limited educa=
tion in the common achools of mssouri and storted
in 1ife £d himeelf at thg age of eightecn by forme .
iin‘g 1n Taney %unty maéo‘ri.>Later he feymed wwo -
yeara 1n Cash County of e same state, From Green
County he moved 4o the ian Texrritory in 1895\.,
locating for a shart tim? at Eufaula, Ho vcane to .
Checdteh when the Indien$ werc under Creek rule, and

~ the whitea wore under. gove;mmt aupecrtision. ithen Mr,

Combs and his wife came {o Checotsh they had bdut a
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small capitsl which consisted of t'wo horz;ea, a
wagon, ,and. ery little money. He waé'ti_nanced
the first year b:,' merchaﬁté oi; Checotah. Soon )
afterword ho leased the land on which he now

lives snd he carried on farming and stock rais-

ings He farmed about two hundred acres of new

\g,roxmd-creek bottom lend-which would produca égoe
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bale or more of nof%&h per acre. At that tima

there wus only one white ramily living bthabn

hia place and Checotah, a distance of about eight
milqa. At that tine the country was covered with
cattle and horses, mgst/c’ar which balonged to-the
whites; but the Creek Indians alsoghad smell herdse
Cattle and horse thieves m;,re carrying on their
depredations, and when a man lost 2 horse he '.eoult'l
not spend more than & day looking for it, &s he
knew 1t would be & waste of tims, The atolen

stock were driven over the line to the states and

 were sold theres After Statehoad, Mre Combs began
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buying lend, his family owns over twelve hundred
acres of good land lying Aoutheaat of Qiktahae His
children and grandéhildren are at this time farme
ing this lend, Mr, Combs died adout 1910 snd wes
buried in the Combs'! Cemetery on Pumpkin Ridge
- southeast of Qktaha,

Note: Jake Berryliill is & Creek citizen amnd
was reared in the vicinity where John Wbpipy Combs
lived. He had a long persomal friendship witn Mr. ) e
Combs. %d. ' '



