
 

 

 

Notice of Copyright 

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. 
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western 
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.  

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their 
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History 
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books 
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the 
approval of the Curator. 

 

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections 

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the 
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

An example of a proper citation:  

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History 
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

 



BSRHYHJLL, JAKE IOTfiHYIBS? , ^6650
Jbhja flflatley Conflte Story. ' -, ' .



BKRRYHILL, JAKE •. IMTi-UVB'rt• M 5 0

Carl R* Sherwood,
Interviewer,
July 12, 1937.

JOHN V .KSTLJY COMBS,

John Westley Combs, one of the largest

fanners &nd stock raiser a In Vein tosh County tr«.s

born in Pike County, I l l inois* Be i s o son of

Sterling t.nd Sara Combs*: Mr* Comba ond hio family

moved to , ond settled in, the southern part of Mis-

souri in Taney County* Most of the children were

reared here* J* «• Combsj received a limited educe-
- *

tion in the common schools of Missouri, and started
i

in" l i fe fo% himself at thp age of eighteen by farm-
* • i

ing in Taney County Missouri.. Later ho famed XMO ,,
years in Cŝ h County o'f tpe same state* From Green

** i
County ho laavecL to the indi&n Territory in 1891,

locating for a short time} at Eutaula. Be cecne to

Chec'btah when the Indian? wertr under Creek rule, and

the whites were under, govenaant auperrision* V/hen

Combs and hit wife bane to Checotah they had but a
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ill oapit-al which consisted of two horses, a

wagon, end very little money. He was financed

the first year by merchants of C&ecotah* Soon

I "

afterward i ho leased the land on which he now •

lives end he carried on fanning and stock rais-

ing* Be farmed about two hundred acres of new
ground-creek bottom land»which would produce, op-e; „

bale or mare of cottQn per acre* At that time'

there was only one white family liTing betweten

hie place and Checotah, a distance of about eight

miles* At that tiroe th« country was covered with

cattle and horses, most of which belonged to the

whites} but the Creek Indians alsoghad small herds*

Cattle and horfle thieves were carrying on their

depredation©! and when a man l o s t a horse he xould

not spend more than a day looking for i t , as he

knew i t would be a waste of time* The stolen

stock were driven over the l ine to the s tates and

were sold there* After Statehood, Ur* Combs began
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buying land, hie feasily owns over twelve hundred

acres of good land lying southeast of pktaha* His

children and grandchildren are at this time fann-

ing this land. Mr* Combs died about 1910 orid was

buried in the Combs* Cemetery on Pumpkin Ridge '

southeast of Qktaha*

Note: Jake Berryhill is a Oriek oitizen and
was reared in the vicinity where John Wesley Combs
lived. He had a long personal friendship wjtii Mr*
Oombs. 7A.


