WaHe”

W ELIZAPETE KEMP  INTERVIEW.

416

INDEX CARDS

Colbért Family
Houses--Chickasaw -ation
Cemeteries--Chickasaw Nation
Furniture-~Chickassw
Ferries--Red River

\ Perries--Chickasaw Franchises

" Finances--Chickasaw

" Capitols--Chickasew

Post Oak Grove
Emet
Good Spring
Tishomingo . .
Kemp, -Joel
Intermarried whites--Chickusaw bation
Civil Yar--Chickasaw Nation
Colbert, lolmes
CiviY War ddfugees--3outhern
Border Tcsivs--Bonham, Texss
Bonham, Texos
Grist Mills~--’'nickassw Hation
farren
>alt Works--Cuoctaw vation
Salt WopKs--Chickasaw Nation
Carriage roint
Thompspn, Giles
Household Manufactures--Ghickasas
Stage Routes
‘Fort VWashita
Postoffices~--Warren
warren
Produce markets--Chickassw Nation
Orchards--Chickesaw Nation
Geme~~-Chickasaw Nation
Churches--Chickesaw Nation
Conservation of Natural {esources--Chickasaw
Smallpox--Chickesaw Nation
Diphtheria~~Chickasaw Nation
Physicians~-Chickasaw Nation
Medicine--Chickasaw
olaves--Chickasaw
ochools--Chickasaw Nation
Culture--Chickasaw Nation
County Government-~-Chickasaw
Freedmen-~-Chickasaw
Family Life-~Choctaw
Folsom, Tendy
Law Enforcement--Federal
Drunkenness-~Chootaw Nation




MEAD, ELIZABETH KEMY. INTERVIE: .

417

WORKS PRUGRRSS ADMINISTRATION
Indiep-~Fioneer History Project for Cklehome
Nems [lizabeth Kenp Mead.
A biogrephie Sketeh.
From personal interviewas with the subject,

524 N. 8%h St,, Durant, Oklahoma

Date 0f birthececuew-- ¥erch 18, 1849
?lace of birth--------014 Dosksville
Fathey wwweccecenca---Joel Kemp
Place of Birth -w----- Chickasaw
Mot‘mr---n-‘ --------- ¥eria Colbert

FPiaee of Hirthe-<e-e=-Chickasaw

¥Mrs. Lula Austin, kield dorker,
Indien-rioneer Bistory, 5-149

April 2, 1937,



MEAD, ELIZABETH KEMP. INTERVIEY .

>l 8

| My Fpther, Joel Kemp, when & young men came from 'lississippil with his
parents, who were Levi Xemp and Polly Frazier.
He married Maria Colbert, Chickasaw, whose fether was Levi Cnlbtert,
Chief of Chickesaws. His wife was Mimto-ho-yo~fullblood Chackasaw.
- They were married at 1.4 Dooksville and wers the paerents ~f ten children,
six growing to maturity. .

#e moved to :anola County, about 1852, near Fed River which wes later
known as ‘emp lorry .lace. Later tuilt at aemé plaée e two-story, log houm
with two rooms and ;Q,wc aide:;ooms with a ball betveen, two rooms upatairs,
front porch 40 fect long. The house still stands and the logs are ap firm
as vhen put there in 1857. The o0ld femily greveysrd is 300 yerds from the
house. My mother and father, with two of my brothers and four sisters, are
buried there.,

Furniture was ac mearly all we hed was home-mads, Mede by
John H. Cexr, & missi::h later was Prirrxcipal of Bloomfield.
I remember tw old trunks that seemed so mysterious to ma, end when they
were opened we children would all ercwd around to see but ell I remember
seeing was old peapers, letters, dishes, and relics thut my mother seid
delonged to my grendparents.

My father operated a rerr} across Red River before end afier the Civil
far. Toll wes twice as high before 'the war. 1In 1888 my brother, Jéol C.

Kemp was granted a cherter by the legislature of the Chickasaw Nation, giviag

him legel right to operete & ferry on Red River which he 414 for many years.

/
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Jy fasher was Natione]l Treasurer of the Chickesaw Indiens. He would

reosive the iminn money from the United otates and pay out according to

the oxlers of g_ho Legislature, The Council ground was et Lnmet, called

' "Post Oak Grove." Later they moved to Good Spring, novw kn~rwn as TisGfgingo.

Father wes & member of the Chickesaw Legisleture, spoke good KEnglish
sad the Chic.nuv end Choctaw lenguages. He wes in Weshington when the
Civil %ar broke out, mnd was made Cepteain to rsise an Armmy for the proteew

Tion of the peopls who remsined home., They were not allowed to eross the
Arksnsss 1ine, One day while he was atationed at Colbert Springs with the
soldiers a lettor was asent to our home by Jim Reynolds fron General Cooper,
commander of Choctaw srmy. My mother said it was importent that the letter
reach my father who was stationed fifteen miles eawny. I told her I would
foke it, m0 with my brother, who was nine years old (end I was only tnl'n)
we started horseback on our jowrney. *other pinned the letter to my under-
weer and said not to let mnyons see me, but give it to my father. As we
-peered his ocsmp, he recognized us and came to meet us, I ®1ld him abous
the Lottar(and he took me intothe tent end I gewe it to him, After reading
i1t be told me I would have to go f-ur miles farther and deliver a letter 40
& Mr, Colbert. I 4id¢ and then Mr, Colbert seat & letter back to my father,
It was past midnight bvefore we reached home. Lveryone was asleep but my
mother., I g;u her 8 note my father sent her end then went ic ded, My
brother amd I were dead tired. The next dey my mother told me the Yederals
were tryimg to take Ft. Gibeon and thet after my “ather resd the letter he,
with a bunch of soldiers, ushed $0 the Fort but the Chootaw Aymy had
driven $he Rebels daok.
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The Refugess n‘ol the Cherokse Nation ceme in bunches and settled
l;lr us during the #er. They were without food, end I have often seen
tdon gathering the tender leaves from Mulborry trees and cook:lng thom for
greens., Father would kill veef end hoge and divide out among them; &lso,
let then Mave cora to meke bread. They would dig Briar :obt, which was
sweet anl brittle like potatoes, &nd mix it \vit‘h the meel when they didn's
have c(lo\gh me al. for bread.

I have be‘atan morter eand made shueck bresd to send to the men in camp.
The Rebel soldiers wuld pass our house for deys, fifteen and twenty to-
gether, and stop for food. Mother would cook a whole hog in the wash-pot;
they would eat everything and move on. I remember one d4egy I was sick im
bed s ny mother was feeding & turch of rebel ao‘di-ra; the table was in
the bed room. ihen each soldisr left the table he came by the bed emnd

‘gu‘e me & pwesent. I received my first Chine doll, with other nice x esents.
They bad obteined them in & x;aid tmt they made in Arkansas and Missouri.

One nixht when it was very cold ani the groun& was covered with snow
thers was iomono said "Hello." My father sent his waiting boy to the
door. It was a young girl, ’noarl; rrozun, who said her mother and siater
wore out in the wagon. They were' all brought in, fed, end put to bed.

My fetber bad his negro put the team up anﬁ}\ood them. The next momming
she ©l1d us her story.

Her name was Jane George, and her husdband was Bert Ggorge, who was
serving in the Rebel .rmy. JShe th bsen accused by the Federals of feelding
the Rebel sdldias. They took her to F¢, Smith and pult her in jail for
several weeks smd then le$ her out amd t0ld her if she was inside tw

Arkansas line by sunrise, they wuld kill her.

o f



MEAD, ELIZABETH KEMP. INTERVIEV ..

p. 4 421
She 24 w0 bull calves that she used to drag up wood with, so she

‘tehod them to 8 wegon and yit’h her two girll; 16 end 12, snd what
i} bilongiw; they could pack in the wegon crossed the Arkansas rtvq;
afm sua-up. They remeined ‘.with us until after the wer. %hile with
" Mrs, George taught my sisters and me how to card, spin warp cloth
snd put on thread besm amd then weave,

My fathsr would drive five yoke of oxen to a big govermment wegon
$0 Bonhem, which wes the ne=rest trading post, and have meal ground,
Thers wasgeno grist mills in the county snd some of the people used a hand
steel nmill or beat ongorter.

My father's brother, Jackson Kemp, later had a grist mill operated
by one horse, which he ran night end dey., Thet was the first mill 4n '
the county.

' Sugar wes brought in wegons to the treding post from Shresvport, La,
My father would tuy two bbls. every fall, one white end one grown. It
was 107 per 1b. befors tie Civil dar, but after was 25: per lb.

Once a year, usueally in Uctober, fathar would go to "Giles Thompson
Salt Werks" at Boggy Depot and spend two months zetting our winter's
supply of sals. He bad a large iron pot that held fifty gellons which he
would ie‘d on the wagon and take to boil the water. My brother, a cook,
and one or two Indisns wuld go with him, 1ifty gallons of water would
boil out eight or ten potnds salt. >eople cane there from all over the
county ¢to get their salt; I dnY remember what hs paid for it dbut th-r_c
was & cmrge. Thers was also & sal$ spring at c?rrugo Point, bnt*/k"':ln't

very much salt in the weter. e would use the water to make sals.
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¥e made "ur own rope. We used a flat board emd had a stick with é
e knot on it that held the whirl that twisted the rope. Many times 1
beve straightened the horse hair ~ut ead helped my brotheys meke rope.
Ve spun our thread gor cotton rope; it would teke & week to spin enough
thread for thirty cr férty feet, and & day to make the rope.
The stage ooesch paussed ~wr house oach‘day frmm Ft. .amhita to
‘Bonham. They drove two hrrases and changed horees twice on the trili;, nnce
at our house &nl again at ‘onham, .e received owr mail from 014 sarrem,
which '\ao elalo 8 “trgding post.
My parents wuld + ad a peddling-wegen esch week lnraded with country
produce; dried beef, chickens, turkeys, eggs, butter ant vegetables whsn
ia sesson. The wag-n always ceme back exﬁpty. Thare wes very little fruis
ho?o, a fev people had a few peach, and apble trees, The only way we knew
to keep our fruit was to dry it, either on platforis or ozri'top of house,
Our butter, we buried in stcone jars, which kept it frash sll winter,
Wild geme was plentiful, deer, turkey, muffalo, end quails. +e could
mhke treps in the shape of a pyremid out of smsll sticks, placing one om
thé top of snother, tiein, them together with ¢illow and then place a
trigger with corn on it urder the trsp. [hat wey we caught birds snd small
sanl. One dey while sitting et my window I saw a Yig duck deer coming up
the lane. He coame on nesxr the housse and the dvgs chased him into Red Rfver
end when he swam to the other si22 my brother shot him.
Cur big cemp meetings were hsld at Yarnaby cemping gmounds under a
brash arbor. Later the Prestyéerians tuilt & log house, 18 feet loeng, with

2 big firsplace in ons end of building.
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The Methodists also had & big cemp-ground, Ws attended eech others
meeotings and worked together.

It wes 8 fine of not less then ¢R0.00 cr more than (80,00 to out
down e pecsen or hickory tree or even & limb Inr gettinis the nuts within
the 1limit of the Chickesaw Netion.
| Lvery winter theres was &n epidemié of smsllpox end diphtheris among
the fullbloods and unegroes. -~mony the intermarried Less disemse prevell-
"ed on sccount of better sanitery ecnditions. At the first breeking out
of the emallpox the locel people tried to trest the sick with roots end
| herba. Leter they were vaccirated againat smellpnx by doctors who were
celled to the iLoc 1i3y. There were no doctors at that time in the vicin-

ity. The metLrest one, Or. Meckoyi?at Bonhew. Cur fu/mily was one of
the first to be venninated, Meny died from vempinstion.

My parents owned elever negroos. Just three months befnre they were
freed, Yother peid +1000.00 in @gpld for two boys, ter and thiriaen years
old, They had been put up to the judge for bail by the wife of my half-
brother. iler husbend hed killed &8 man, 1 was thirteen years old whan ti»
Ci{vil vwer broke »ut. A% that time [ wes livins with my perents onm Ked
hiver, twelve miles north of Lonham., My mothsr wore and ma&de sll our
clotws, I hmd t.e first homespun dress in the neighborh-od. It was
blue end white checked. If you had & change of clothes end extra suit
you were considered wellenff,

A Mr, MoCerty, refugee from Migsouri, peddlsd underwear which he
voula bring in e wagon fimm Lan aptonio., 1t would take him e month to

mnke the trip there end dack. bLveryono thaet wes able bought from hin

snd our othe clothes were made at home.
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My perents tried to ¢dve us children sn educatinn. “ne of [
my sisters went to I.i*nham, one to Rloomfield, snd .imon, my brother, ‘l
was sant to Darngerfield, Texas. “ut his schonl days were ~ver ihez; /
he was seventeen yeers old as & very sad prank was ,lry¢@ rn him hi?/h
saddened his iife. “hile at “snrerfield, erch ®»ny he® his chores ar/d
one of them was to tuild fires st which each bry tnnk his turn. A ptory
of a ghost aeppearing in the schrnolroom esch morning ss the fires were
beipng kindled was told; so vwhen it ceme my br~ther’'s turn to lichf the
fires, he told tbem he wasn't afraid. .s he it the metch to 11:/ht the

i
fire, somethin. ell in white blew it »Hut end seid "Yru will havq' t~ fan
the fire” and &8s he struck enother metch he could see the whitef"" form and
in his excitement he hit the form over %he he#d with the ohkexf. To his
sorrow he had killed Sob Hemilton, ome of his companions. /

My brothers and sisters all married and raised families I heve
only one brother, Joel . {emp, livine today, I spent four!yaara in
Rloomfield ceminary thét were happy years. Elnomfield was in charge of
the Methodist missioparies emd run by the Chickesaw “overwnsnt. The
first principsl of the school was John H, Carr, & white man who married
Cetherine Neil, 8 hoctaw.,  here were ebout thirty zirls the first yesr
I was there, but the sttendence vas m~re the next three yesrs. Y~u had
to be between the ages of nine to eishteen t~» attend the school and be
able to read well in Mc uffey a f4h Reader; spell well, end reai in the
New Testament, and be of good mmrel charscter,

The Chickssaw ovemment furnishsd eferything. We made nur own
clothes which were made by heand., There » es ons mechine in the school,

owned by one of th. teachers. e would & her work to get her to hem

our dresses on the machine.
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The building turnt but wee rebuilt, moving location -4 mile NW
from the old building, '1he uilding waes hected by wood atoves and we
used oil lunps for lixhts. ..ur bed rooms had no fire, but we never
sufferod from the cold. -e hLad plenty to est, nice ham, saasege, and
baoon, tpnd mil& ou.c 6 duy.

Ths pirls were nu dered¢ and anegwered roll-gell by number. Ve were
‘never allowed to .o ve .ue behool ground without & tesche:, kmch morning
und evenins we la i rayers, <n. every Jfhursdry at 3 n'clock preyer-meet-
ing. The ~uly <:u! nf :musical instriient we nad at achnnl was a melodeon.
~t hhoe, ay woother hed v fiddle end my sister had an ecenrdlon, which
they played.

~fter the C.vil , r brnze ut, pun:nt.s came fcr their children and
ve Led no echool except what they cu(Ll.ed the meighborhood schnol, which
I ottended s.nut three wonthe., .hen’ vhen the wer wes nver my mother t~ok
me to Fonhuzn ¢~ place e in schonl end becemse I wes ;ning to heve o
wor< in 8 hotel lor my .oixrd, L refused to stay, end to this dey 1 have
nevar for:iven myseif {nr oot getting en educstion.

The axt yeer | married. et: Junin renklin ,oerk, Chickashe Indisn.
My fether let us move & two-room :hﬁ\le, netr him end my husband was to
work lend with my brotler on the halves. .n old slave we celled "Aunt
Tena" lived witu us., o_he wes, in alave tine, my grmémnther's waiting
girl. /e raised -ne ony, ~. b Jdoark, who wes county clerk of ranols
County in Chickasaw iiation when .. o. Mosely wes governor. Mr, Roerk
dled very sudlenly ome dsy wvhile we were visiting my parents. He had
been in finc et,lhth Lel re. -eversl years leter 1 mrripd Albert Hender-

808 Moberly (White man) who was s merchant. He only 1ived three years.
l
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While on & trip to Texas for merchendise, in compeny Wwith my son, who
wes ten, on his way home be spent the night with my brother and took
sick in the night, My brother sent a runner fa a doctor, but he died
before the doctor came., They buried him und then my%m ther came on
home to tell me. They didn't knmow where I _ived and my little boy said
he eould show them the way vut cruldn't tell thenm,

I leter married .anford Minor “ead {white mn) who was & farmer.
#e lived in and near oterrett, I. U. now Cglera. we reised six child-
ren to maturity, all still living, wut ‘v, ‘leed pessed awey twelve years
ago.
Sarafor Head - - rizoca sad works for Covernment,
Lenders 'fead ~ Calers -~ farmer
Walter Mead, Czlera-farmer.
Dgughters:
Abigeil vhisenhunt - "urent
Leurs Perkins -~ Lives on farm.
Pettie lddeman - Hugo.

INLAN DYES

Yellow wes mede by boiling Boisd'are chips.
. Purple was made with sumsc berries, whité’ suna ¢ berries preferred,
Red mia made with a weed they calied "queens .elislt" grew on bottom lamd
Browmn wes gede by boiling welnut bark, put rusty iron in to set it.

INDIAN MEDIC’IN;‘.S
wehoo, & budX that has red berries; when ripe the berries will open,
TPe oot is boiled, meking & tee which is verv bitter. This was used far

ell {lls.
!
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In old %ime the Chootaw children took the mothers housenumé
iretead of takins the father's neme.

Bob Teppens weas a U, 3, Marshel with offices in ¥t. Smith; he sadd
his posse would ride horseback through the ocountry. They would have a
wagon with provis ions and pack-horses with them. Tendy Folsom, &
Choctaw, was also & U, S, Marabsl, tho &t one time he was clessed as &
desperado, he wasn't reslly mnn(. +hat he did was more in mischief; he
didn't like the white man and tried to keep them efraid of him,

I romember one day while living in >terrett, 1., T. he came gallop-
ing in %own, gddving his wer whoop; the people quickly cl~sed their doors
and hid, He rode in the store tuiidinge ema scettered people, chickens,
and dogs, I wes on my prrch wetching him. He rode up and seid "Where
is Uncle Minor " "Out to the farm,” I said, 'Who is here?" He said,
“Just me-pet down," he di d and came in. I said "Tendy, whet were you
doing up there in town?" "Oh, just wented to have some fun,” he seid,
I fed him =2nd he lay on the cot f‘nd had & nap, wke up and .rode awey,

He wes good at heart endit wes only when he had a little "fire water"

that he gave trouble., He fommitted micide.



