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Ida B. Lankford,
la-yes t i ga to r ,
Dec. 28, 1937.

An Interview With Andy ft. Logsdon,
Cordel l , Oklahoma.

My father and mother were bora and raised in Hart

County, Kentucky and were never outside the county unt i l I

was seven months old. '̂ liey got a yoke of oxen end an old

time linch pin wagon. This was the only wagon of that day.

They star ted out slowly with the i r ox team. They got to

Howell County in southern Misaduri. Running out of money

end provisions, they were forced to stop ana work, staying

there about one ye^r.

They jojurneyedon to Southern Kansas where they home-

steaded a claim. They went through many hardships as pioneers.

I have heard them both say Father often went to the woods to

make r a i l s . It was too fer to walk home for dinner, so he

would take his lunch;only a piece of corn bread. He ate his

corn bread, went to the creek and got a drink, then mauled

ra i l s un t i l night, {/.other's dinner was about the sane.
* . i* > "*

They struggled on, gaining slowly. They finally proved

their claim, and by that time they had horse teams, plenty

of cows ond hogs, snd were doing pretty well but Father,
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l ike many othersjbeceroe dissat isf ied, and wanted to make

money fas te r . He began trading in lend, mortgaging and

buying more land and with a l i t t l e other baa luck, los t

his laud. After rambling a few years, he cerce to Oklahoma

to whet was then H County and i s now V.ashita County. Here

my parents hoiaeste8ded another claim, eight miles north of

Seger Colony. They began l i f e anew on a claim in a new

country with a yoke of oxen, as they had done in Kansas in

1871. On th is claim they liveci twenty-three years and 4

made good f nd sell ing out the i r claim, they bought a farm

tvo miles north of Cordell «nd a home in town, where thdy

lived un t i l the i r death. . Mother died June 1, 1932, at the

age of eighty-eight. Father died August 16, 1936, lacking

one month of being ninety-one years old.

In the spring of 1892, I was l iv ing wi th rcy father and

$n >ther, as I had never l e f t home. The Cheyenne 8nd Arapaho

Reservation was to be declared open for settlement on April

1 9 , '•** •

A neighbor, Charley Seymour,and I spliced teams and

started out to the opening. V.e got to Rainy Mountain Creek,

we found a large crowd camped. «e camped there for
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severel days. The evening before the grand opening, we

decided to get 8wey from the big crowd, so we went on far ther

West, when the appointed hour twelve o'clock cerne, we were

somewhere neeiTwhera the town of Rocky i s no* located. The

soldier ?<aid, "Boys, I wish you e l l £ootl luck", end pointed

his six-shooter upward* "Boom" i t vent end sway w<?nt the

crowd. We got to Cavalry Cre^k and stopped af ter looking

around. We flagged elfiims. A surveyor soon arrived on the

scene with the field notes of the country, for the purpose

of looeting ^ e ^ s e t t l e r s end making ao^e eesy rsoney. We

gave him $5.00'to give the numbers of our clejms to us .

We had brought a plow with us, ao early the next norn-

ing we got busy plowing e fet? furrows, i sde our inproverrents,

eatabliehed our cleim, then *ent on the Cloud Chief, then the

county seet of V&rahita Co\inty. le stayed at Cloud Chief all"1*

As we were in s hurry to f i l e , we

City and vent to. the Isnd office, driving hard a l l day end

part of the night . We got there on the third day, l e t e in

the evening. We got ready for the l i ne the next rooming 8t

v eight o'clock, ^'his nv.s the 27th of September, 1893. We
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were away down the l in« , but about four o'clock P. M.,

we reached the office end got f i led . I t cost v l4.80 to

f i l e . I had to borrow a part of i t . '

I was &s proud as i l i t t l e boy with a new pair of red

top boots for I was sole owner of a hundred end sixty acres

a l ine land. Vy lr>nd vas two irales south of the piece

where Cordell i3 now located.

On arriving at my parents* farm sev<=rel of ray neighbors

who thought they knew the country t r i ed hard to di scourege

we end begged &e never to go bac^ to tbxt Cheyenne country;

They said i t seldom ever rained in the Cheyenne country end

the hot winds blew every sunder, burning up *the press, end

1 supposed that about .Tuly, i t would get so dry end the

wind v.xild be so hot, thf-t the hair on a lonp, horned steer

would curl up l ike he had been to a beeuty shop and'gotten

a permanent.

I told them r.aybe they were r i fht -but I would hsvs to
* *

be sh^«?n. I had bought a bushel of corr. that was raised by

an Indian with e blanket on, twenty-five nules away front iny

clain, which was good corn* I told then, that if th t t Indian

could raise corn l ike that I believ.ed that I coult'.. "o I

cane back t ud I raised corn too.
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Th© homestesd Isw reau i red me to be on my cleiKi on

or before s ix Uionthn &nd jaa!<e fijj&l s e t t l emen t . So my

s i s t e r came witn :ne, and we were here on time and began

raa'-'ing &y tfugout. The dugout W8S 8 very crude s t r u c t u r e ,

but f i l l e d the requi rements . I t was 9> x 1 1 ' ; i n s i d e , th ree

feet deep, th ree logs high with a big co.tonwood log fo r a

ridge p o l e , s s i t was ca l l ed end we us e.d cottonwood and

willow poles for r&i ' ters , and out sor^e brush on top of them.

Then I l e f t for . that t ime, i t wes not necesssry to

st£y longer . Vfe v i s i t e d severa l of the neighbors as I wet t -

ed to raeke sure t h a t they e l l knew I was he re . We were on

the clei'm ten dayso

On g e t t i n g back off t h i s t r i p ( n y family vres l i v i n g

about nine miles* west of Fau l s Valley) the people would say,

, Welker, how i s the Cheyenne country?" 0. course J

wes a boos te r and I would answer, " J u s t f i n e . Loo^s b e t t e r

every tir .e I see i t . I t s the coming count ry" .

Looking forward to going 5n the c l a i r next sp r ing , 1

had only one horse ?.nd a wagon and r .was a lone . Vy vagon

was new, and I t raded i t for an old one and a pony. I

thought 1 wes e p r e t t y gooo horse t r a c e r , so a f t e r making
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several horse trades and working^too, by the f i r s t of

January, I had a pretty good tear*, but whet about money?

I t would take money to get. to the claim. 3 would have to

have southing to live on. and to make a l i t t l e improvement.

Father said, "Do as you l ike , but why not trade one

of your hordes and harness for a yo>-'e of oxen, as 1 did?

Then sell the'other horse for rnoney". "hat would I do

with a yoke of oxen? 1 did nbt know hov to drive there.

Father said he would teach me hovr in a l i t t l e wh.le and

that looked fair enough, so I heard of a rctn who had the

oxen and wanted to make just that trade so in a few deys,

I le t ^ather go to see the oxen. Father s* id the oxen

looked a l l right and believed he could make the trade.

That, looked to me l i re the only thing to do, so he took my

teere,-went back, L.ade the trsde and ctrae hone driving the

oxeR to the wagon leading t'ae other horse. They were pretty

for oxen, but now erne he t?isv of learning to drive the

oxen, so I sold the other ho re and" now I had a tearr. end a

l i t t l e money. Father was a pretty good teecher and in a

week I could -drive them.
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I had been k-eeping t̂foinpany with a g i r l nemed Nancy

Jaynes 'or about two yeers. I hac b en telli/ ig her fill

along about whet a beautiful country the Cheyenne country

ws8 and whet a fine cleiiL I htd with a creek running along

side witn fish in i t , and sone nice shece trees where she

eould s i t under and fish wmle 1 br#»--e sod nearby. I told

her the water was a l i t t l e "gyppy" and the wild blew pretty

hot on sum: er days but' that we would soon get.used to that ,

I tola her thet we would have to l ive it. a dugout for a

few years, but then we would build a nice house an>! paint

i t white. ?heh, of co irse we vould be f'r* and Vra. logsdon.

Naficy w«s,-a poor g i r l , working to help support her

widowed mother, so on the oth day of rebruary^lSQS, Nancy

Jaynes sna 1 w,ere married at the l i t t l e town of '^hite ?ead

Hill, five miles up the sshita -\iver frbra h'auls Val ley,, by1

a l.-ethodistv preacher named James Florence end after a few t>

'more nays practice vitn.our new team, we started o i t on our

honeymoon, to a place vnicn was then spoken of by most every-

one as away out west in the Cheyenne country.

^e were in cowp&ny wi th 'father, lotner , s s i s t e r and'

her husband unt i l we a l l g-ot acout ten miles north of
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Anadarko, on Sugar Creek, -where they had lend rented to

farm thet year. So the renalnder of the wey, .about* f i f ty

miles, "ancy and I were alone. We nede ttu.it t r ip fron

Pauls Valley to inadf-rko in three days-"stolen *as pretty

good driving for an ox team.
t

Bhen \*e were vithin e half mile of oar destination, «e

stopped to v i s i t a few minutes with our neighbors, : r . end

i.rs. Dave snitli &nd the i r three, sm&ll g i r l ? , Bsulah, T'onte,

and Oru. Beulah Is no?. Mrs. Ben'^oung, l ivinp e mile find

a quarter eftst of Cordell. %"hen *e reached our claipi, we

"drove 6oym on the creek, unyoked the oxen, fed them, ,gathered

up a f i re end got supper. I t r a sn ' t much of a supper, but

being our f i r s t neel on the-'cleini nnde i t a grent supoer^

long to be remembered.

We finished our Ougorft nnf. movrd.intc i t — i t V&B e very

crude l i t t l e eff&ir vith di r t top tnd a d i r t fAdrv V'e.had

not e^stove, table , or Bee steed, '.'e hnd one chair. Our bed

ves t bed-tic!< f i l l ed -with hay put ôwn in one corner of the

dugout on the ground. After several vreeks, Nsncy bepen to

conpl&ln about her qui l t? bein£ so d i r ty . I told her oner
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evening th^t I would ra&ke a bedstead <he next day. She

wanted to know how I would iuake,, a bedatePd OR there was not

a beard on the piece. 7 told that there were plenty of

poles on the creek so the.next morning, ] went to the creek,

got the poles, i <';<":R ,the bedstead.

We had plenty of- dishes. Cur ritchen cebiret v-eo a

box about three., feet high, eighteen inches wide, twelve inches

deep, with a curtain over i t . ire hbd the l id to this box, so

one morning Nency said, Tnlker, I wish you weald put that l id

on the c;jpboprd". That wes eesy, I uyed ny old boot straps

for hinges, but what about ne'ils. There was not & noil on the

place, and there rhsn'ft a nickle cither. Neils vere a nickle

8 pou-nd at H. D. Young's store about three miles awey. I

asked $*ncy hov* many e?£s she hrd. Siie locked F.nd said there

were only nine. So, I waited unt i l three ;it»re hens laid e^gs.

They vere a nickle a dozen, I too): the egfs, and walked three

miles and bac1- > put the do'»r on f.he kitchen cu.ibci-rd.

Our cook vessel s * - r e a nutch oven to ba :e bread i-n an. d

potatoes,,too, &n iron pot, iron tea '-ettln, frying pan, 8

tin can wi th e nfre bele for a coffee pot. Ve didn't htve a
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r a d i o , but the p r a i r i e dogs made rausic in t he day t ime ,

f o r they were a l l around oar d'jgout. In f e c t ^ e l l over the

coun t ry . The coyotes bad ords u.a>e :msic a t n i g h t . We'had

l o t s of snekes , a l l k i n d s . They would get in the brash end

hay in the top of our dugo.it. i\e would -punch then out LDQ

k i l l thein. They uould of ten crt>v.l beross oar bed a t n i g h t .

"»Ve soon go t used to t h a t , 'fte j u s t gave a v i cK, end tney

would har ry on somewhere e l s e . 1 broke sod with the oxen,
* • -

planted a sod crop of corn snd ctne, and made pret ty good,

I worked some for the 'neighbors -anC got by unt i l the l e s t of
the country

June-. Tnen. we starved out and went back to/Chickescvf/and

ed tuere throughout harvest end threshing. V,e got a

l i t t l e grub sts-re end ceiue back, but before we le f t Chickesaw,

I traded my oxen arid got a good T̂ ouy tests, which was 8 great

improvement.

How did we cook? S?ell, 1 m i l t e l l you. I tool ny

shovel and ax fend cat out e hole in the dugout vwli, and

celled i t a fireplace. T got i t shaped up pret ty 20 i,

then ]. got a posthole oiggrer bnd dag e nole dowu- on the

outside to the fireplace. I br^ke aor;.e sod nearby, la id

up a sod ch^iuney, so tiiat job was complete-end1 i ' worked

all right* L i t t l e things would happen that were not so
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pleaaant, Nancy would be frying eggs for breakfast and a

stick of wood -would barn in two end upset the frying pan

end cg-gs in the f i r e . I t too'r- lo ts of ;,et;^r.ce * nd en-'oevor

to get ovfr t>>t- v^{f)t pieces, Per there vere : ,a:.y of then.

Tir.e rocked on \mtil i t was about the las t of February end

we had no worV, no ;>oney. I t *:» c just root hjg cr die,

ps^-.i-e your ovm canoe. Something had to be done, A wife

and l i t t l e beby in the cugo^t, & big snov= on the gro..i;d and

they had to be fed. The o^ly thing I knev to do was to go

to I'.T. E. D. Young end as^-ed hi:r. for a l i t t l e f l j j r on credi t .

I rei .ember well his re : ly . TTel3 , Walter, the will i s f:ooc,

but the way i s agt5ust yju". Ke OT?ed s lo t on his poods,

and I T*as Oj.e juonc; r^ny. Fe could not helj- tJLl, so he

treated us all f J i ' e . So I velkec hc-.c enroty haiided. After
M

re-.ting e fe* r inutes, I ver.t to a neighbor. They bud sev-

eral sfd's of f lo:r , so they loer.ed .e fifty pounds. ?hct

made Ntncy f.'nd :e feel pretty go^d to know v.e h£c breed for

th'rtv days. Then ct.ne Hot-ething- else :o thin): tbout. tl

and how csn we pay i t beck' In abo.:t tvro weeks, a I:J

at Cloud Chief le t r.e heul a- loed of freight fror: I.i

days herd driving, feeding i.y«elf end teen. I made over



113
LOC-SDON, ANDY" W. INTERVIEW. 9 5 2 8 .

-. « . ' - 1 2 -

$7,00 end I . go t tuo. secVs of f l o a r , a S3ck o f mea l , a fevr

other groceries and t- o l i e o dress fcr Nrncy. I poid becV

the sock of flour, and was square with the vnrld, oring no'

man.

Thftt g?.ve ne s ??tprt to freighting. T hauled nost of

the freight fro<.) El Roao .nt-il the r-.ilroad r;ot to Tfcrther-

ford,then hauled freight.fror "ea'therfo*^ until the r a i l -

roec. got to Cordell. r'y that tir^e I cojld set by, for vre

were making go >d crops then.

.1 often left horr.e for ]-l Reno to be gone fror. 3ix to

oijrfit days with less'than N-1.00 in poney, but nlreys'took

feec for iy tea:o oi. the remind trip snd tlso for r.yself.

Nancy would-cook t-bo .f throe dozen biecjitp, for the t r ip .

Two biacaits et o real vies all I could afford to eat. This-

was e ner deel for a<e, be-Cf-.uy? I bed had nil 'I could eat.

I had ea r>y votl is go~>6 home sonietire and ry droair.

finally ctrie trur. That nice white house bee re a reality*

I" say nice hoase - i t v-os nice for th/t day. I t is s t i l l

on the fern, but aoi cwhet dilapidated with age.

Y?e finally got abo«.t rid of the prairie dogs and that

got rid of the fle^s. Then c< rie bed hups. We had ther to
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f igh t as I suppose they trere in the lumber. We would i

scald the Dedstesd, aet the post, in cei.3 of v e t e r , then

they vould cli::.b the r a i l erC ju: ; do*r. on a s . They were

hard to b e e t .

After abo it s i x ye^rs oii the clei:.. , Nancy's he? l th

begen to f a i l . Fcr e ighteen y e t r s s;.'; WOE .inder the c o e t - r ' s

cere raost of the t i n e . 1 t h i n i 1 t r i e d e-very doctor vhc

p r a c t i c e d ued ic inc in Cordel l th«t "ti^e and bos iaes she

used pa teu t rr.edic.nt; ?f near ly every k ind . I tcok he r to

J4ineral Wells , Texas, ai;d s tcyed ebout eever.^no.aths. She

would ouij get te:»;qr:.r> r e l i e f &i\C the.1, abe vas wjroe

•«&tgain. The l a s t thin^, L:JC i t locr.ed l i e -the only vhing

vas an operct ior . , jo v.e tio.-c her to the Florence. hos> . i t t l ,

in Florence-, Grant Cou'.iiy. There the coctvra found 4.Le rjein

t r o u b l e , e cancer uf the i iVe r had been o^t i^g he r l i f e oway.

Eight days a f t e r the ope ra t i on , NoveP.beir lc.-, l ^ lV, sl\c d ieS .

I had six cliild:-en; the o idoot s Annie, r e s ^ a r p i e d . I <•'

t o ld the ?ther ch i ldren ut borne the t I wDuld s t ay v/i tij tliem

as long as they would atoy with re* I *-jede ..y w?rd &">')&,

but n a t u r a l l y und r i g h t l y in .a few yeur s , they began to

marry nndf1 leave ho^e co na :e a ho;, e 'o r the.-^elv^s,. u n t i l
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they were a l l gone except the yoang^s"?;, h a z e l . That summer'

v.tjf-health g&ve wuy. I was not oble to work a id nad to give

'up, so i rented the f&nu and .Hazel and 1 inovoc to town. £e

l ived . toge the r seven years then she worrae deleaving iae tjlone.

I "batched" fo r awnile.

Father en . kother were ge t t ing o-d ana needed someone

with the. . . They wcntec'cie to con.e to xive rath thera. I

had a good hoase vreli furnished. I rented i t and went beck

to Father and ' .o ther , the place l used to c a l l ho^e, oat i t

did no t ' ap t seei-i the se. e as wnen l vtas young. ±n a way

I was bjoxen up and no place seeded J.J. e hone. 1 l ived with

Father and 'Mother es long as tney Iiv<-d, except the l a s t '

fa ther^xivsd , l-moved one block away.

For axnost seventeen long ye,ars, i iiVed a widower.

They were long- tt ise* «o- he-.-ie »nd n^t s a t i s f i e d anywhere.

I did not thinlc I vented to /ierry aiy more an S iften seid

I never woujd, but f i ' s e i ly , 1 i.,et up >/ith a widow fo i r weeks

older than myself, i r s . l->uvenia Honract, who was very

sympathetic and good n8 turec . We roc e around in my V-8

coupe an& talked tne mat ter over. so we were fixed up .

On Sunday, August 19, 1934, we went over to Brother Vaughn
J
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amd fee t l td the knot taskiag u» oae. tit vent to Sulphur

Springs that •••ftiBg and stayed a week on our Money*

moon. Th«n ve acred hoae and are llTing kappily together*

It aas been almost forty-six years since I flagged

the claim. I s t i l l om i t and never hare had to nor tgage

i t .


