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This report made on (date) _ December 28, 1937.
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1

1. Name __ Andy W, Logsdon,

—————

2. Post nffice Address Cordell, Oklshoma..

3. Residence address (or location) 203 gouth Linwaod. .
4. DATT OF TIRTH:  ‘cnth _February. Day 18 Year jggg
5. Place nf birth ._“_______-H_éﬁ__c_glmtx Kentucky

) - W 1 Dl 3 irt:
5. "ame of Patler Charles Logadon. . Place of birth Zonbuoky.

‘Other information <boit father _Fermer.

7 Mare of “viler ugm;mmp.‘*._-“ Place of birthm
%e ..
Nther information ab ut mother Housewi £a

<.

o

otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story »f the person interviewed. Refer tc lfjanual for
suggested subjects and questicns. Continue con blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fcrm. Number of sheets
attached 15 . L
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LOGSDON, ANDY W. INTERVIER., 9528,
Ide B. Lenkford,
Investigator, .
Dec. 26, 1937.
An Interview With Andy W. Logsdon,
Cordell, Oklahoma.

My father end mother were born snd rsised in Har£
County, Kentucky end were never outside the county until 1
was seven months old. “hey got a yoke of oxen and an old
time linch pin wagon. This was ;he only wagon of thet day.
They sterted out slowly with their ox teem. ~,"I'hey got to
Héwell County in southern Misséuri. Running out of money
end provisipgs, they were forced to stop end work, staying

>

there sbout one yé%r.

They journeyed ¢n to Southern ¥Yanseas wher; they home-
steaded a clai;._ They went through meny nerdships as pioneers.
I have heard them both say ?ather often wvent to the woods to
make reils. I% was'£oo Ter éo welk home for dinner, so he
would take his lunchjonly a piecé of corn bresd. He ate his
corn bread, went to the cresk snd got s drink, then meuled
fails until qight. Vother's dinnp2: was about the ssme.

They.strﬁggled on, gaining slowly. They finally'proved.

their elaim, and by that time they had horse teams, plenty

of cows and hogs, end were doing pretty well but Father,
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like many oéhers,became digsctisfied, and Qanted‘to meke
money faster. He begah tradfng in lend, mortgeging end
buying more land end with a little other bea luck, lost
his land. After rembling s few‘years, he ceme to Oklshome
to what was then H County and is now %ashite County. Here
my perents homestesded snother cleim, eight miles north of
geger Colony. They began life anew on & claim in a new
country with a yoke of oxen, éa they had done in ¥Yansss in
1871. On this clsim +they liveé twenty-three years sné °*
rnade good rnd selling out their claim; tpey boughf s ferm
tvo mileg north of Cordell end s home in town, where they
'lifed until their death. K Mother died June 1, 1932, st the
aée of eighty-eight. Father died sugust 16, 1936, lscking
one month of being ninety-one years old. |
| In the spring of 1892, I was living with ry father and
m.ther, as I had never left home. The Cheyenne snd Arapaho
Reservation was to be declared open for settlement on April
15, .

A neighbo?, Charley Seymour,end 1 spliced teama\and

started out to the opening. Ve got to Rainy Mountsin Creek,

vhere we found & lerge crowd csmped. ‘e camped there for
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geveral days. The evening before the grand opening, we
decided to get swey from the big erowd, so we went on farther
west. %hen the eppointed hour twelve o'clock came, we wer;
scnewhere nes¥ whers the town of Rocky is now located; The
soldier faid, "Boys, 1 wish yuu 8ll gooé luck”, and pointed
his gix-shooter upwerd. "Booé" it vent and sway went the
erowd. %e gol to Cevslry Creafﬁénd stooped after looking
sround. Ve flagged elaims. A surveyor soon errived on the
scene with tgg field notes of the ecountry, Tor the purpose
of locating f%%;settlers end making gome essy roney. Ve
S ;

geve him 36.5%’%0 give the numbers of our cleimg to uéQ

¥e had byrought & plow with us, so\early the next rom-
ing we got busy plow}ng e few furrows, rede‘our irproverents,

established our cleim, then went on the Clcud Chief, then the

county sest of ¥ashi ta County. Ve stayed at Cloud Chief all™

4s we were in 8 hurry o file, we pulle

" City end wenit to. the land office, driving hsrd all day end
Qart of the nighﬁ. %e got there on the thi;ﬂ dey, lste in
ihe evening. We pot resdy for the‘line the next norning st

5 eight o'cloek. This wus the 27th of Septerber, 1883. Ve

¥
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were awsy Gown the line, but ebout four o'clock P. k.,

we reached the office and got fileds It cost .14.80 to

-~

i

file. 1 hsdé to borrow & purt of :t.
I wes as pr&ud ag ¢ little boy with & new peir of red
top boots for I was sole owner of & hundred end sixty acres
¢ fine land. 'y lrnd wss two miles ;outh of the place
where Cordell is now loccted.
on erriving et my p2rents’' ferm severel of my nelghbors
wno thought they knew‘the couniry tried hard to discoursge
me encé begged ne ﬂeyer to g» bacer to thet Cheyenne country.
They seid it seldon ever ruined in the Cheyenne country end
the hot winds blew every sum.er, burning up -the grass, &nd
1 supposed that about'July, it would get so dry end the
winc¢ would be s> hot, thet the heir on & long horned steer

-~

would curl up live he hed been to & besutly shop and'noften

-

e perinanent,
P 4
) I told them iaybe they were right but 1 would heve %o
b; shown. I hsd bought & bushel of ;ornthat %8s reiged by
an Incisn with e blepket on, twenty-five m.les sway from my
cisin, éhich wag gooé corn. I told ther thst if thet Indisn

coulé reise corn like thet I believed that 1 coulc. 5o I

cenze basck tud I raised corn too.
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TL.e homestesd law reocuired me to be on my clsim on
or before six months and,pake‘final settlesent. S0 my
gister cam; witn me, &#nd we were here on time esnd begen
maving my cugout. The dugout wes & very crude strucuure,
but filled the recuirements. 1%t wes 9' x 11' inside, three
feet deep, three logs high with & éig co-tonwood ing for &
ridge pole, s it wes called and we used cottonwood and
willow pples {or retters, and out some brush on top ;f them.‘

Then 1 left for thet time. It wes not necessery to
gtey longer. We vigited seversl of the néighbors as | went~
ed to mak; sure that they all knew I was here. We were on
the cleim ten dsys.

O; getting back off this trip(my family ves living.
sbout nine wiles west of resulg Vsl ley) the people would say,
”Well,-%elker, how is the Cheyenue couutry”™” 0! course J
wes 8 booster eﬁd 1 would enswer, "Just fine. Loovs better -

L 4
every tire 1 see it. It’s the coming coantry”.

Looking forwérd t> going dn the clair next srriug, ]

ﬁad only onie horse tnd & wegon &nd I',wes alone. }y wagon

was new, and I traded it for sn old one ané a pony. I

thought 1 wss 8 pretty gooa horse tracer, so after meking
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- several horse trades snd working _too, by the first of
Januery, 1 had a prptty good tear., but whet atout inoney?
It‘would teke money to get.to the claim. I would héve to
heve soiething to live on ané to meke & little'inmrovement.

Father said, "Do as you like, but why not trasde one
of your horses and herness for a yore of oxen, as I did?
Then sell the other horse for money". Vhat would I o
with a yoke of oxen? I 'did nbt know how to crive ther.
féther seid he would teach me how in a little while and
that looked fei? Bnough, so I heerd of & ren who hed the

.

oxen snd wanted to meke just thet trede so in a few dsys,

I let "sther gc to see the oxen. Father stid the oxen
looked 81l right and believed he could meke the trade.

That looved to me live the only thing to do, = he took my

N -

teem, -went back, t.ade the trsde &nd cume home c¢riving the
oxen tn the wsgon leading the other horse. They were pretty
for oxen, but now criie he tas- of learning to drive the
_oxen, 80 I sold the other hor'e end now I had e teer &nd e
little money. éather vas a pretty gocd teecher and in 8

~

week I could drive them.
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I had been keeping-corpsny with & girl nemed Nency
Jaynes :or sbout two yeers. I hav b cn telling her &ll
slong sbout whet a besutiful ecountry the Cheyenne country
wes end whet s fine cleimw I had with a créex running elong
side wita fish in i{t, and sorie nice shece trees w;ere she
¢ould sit under end fish wnile 1 bro-e sod neerbr. 1 told
~her the water was & little "gyppyJ and the wild blew bretty
hot on sww er deys but that we would soon get.used to that.
I toic ner thet we would neve to live i1 a dugout for e .
few yesrs, but then we would build s nice house snd paint '
it white. Then, of coirse we vould be !'rs and ¥rs. logscon.

Nadcy Wéé;a poor girl, workigg to help support her ‘
wi dowed mother, so on the Oth day of rebruery,1393, Nency
J?}nés &na Ilyaré married at the littde town of “hite Read
Eili, five‘nufes'up the sashita ~iver from Pa&ls vel ley, by

a Lethodist preacher named James rlorence and after & few »

-
-

Tore vays prectice with our new tesm, we sterted oit on our

K3

hoveymoon, to a plsce wnicn wes then spoken of by ngst svery-

ons ss away out west in the lheyenne country.

%e were in compeny with ‘ather, .otner, = sister and

her husbund until we ell éot‘acout ten miles north of

Pr-
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Anadarko, on Suger Creek, where they hud lend rented to
farn thet year. )So the rewainder of the izay, cbout fifty
mi{es, rancy and I wére alone. We mgde that trip fronm
Peuls valley to anad:rko in three days‘ghich was pretty
good driving for an ox team.

When we were within s half milcjnf our destinstion, we
stopped to vigit 8 few iiinutes with our neighbors, 'r. end
lrs. Dave‘ Srith and their three smsll gi rls; Raulgh, ''onte,
and Oru. Beulah 3.—8\ nov Krse. Ben Voung, living a2 mile end
a qﬁarter etst of Cordell. ‘“hen we resched our cldm, we
‘drove down on the creek, unyoked the oxen, fed them, gsthered
up é fire end got supper. It wssn't much of e supr')er, but
being our firest méel on ;che ‘elpim rede it 8 great supoer,
iong to be remembered.

Ve fipiéhed our dugoMt end moved:intc it--it wes & very
crude 1ittle effzir with a&irt tor tnd & dirt J‘o’r; ve_had
not & stove, tsble, or bBecsteed. e fm_d oné chgir. Our bed
was & bed~-tick filled witb(hr—.y put ﬁown\i.n none éorner cf the

dugout on the ground. After sevérsl weeks, Nency begsn to

complﬁn'ébout her quiltes being so dirty. I told her one
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evening thet I would meke a bedste4d ‘he next dag. She
wanted to know how I would ﬁ@ke(a bedaterd ns there wss not

a beard on the place. I told that there were pfeuty nf

-

oles on the creer so the next morning, . went ‘o the creer
p X g »

v

got the poles, 1 =zde ithe bedstesd.

We had plenty of. dishes. Cur iitchen cebiret vas a
box about three:feet high, eighteen inches wide, twelvs inches
deer, with & curtain over ft. e hed the 1id to this box, so

one marﬁingiNency’said, "'elker, I wi.sh you woculd put that lid

on the cgpbo;rd". Thet wes e&;y, T uged my old Voot strups
for hinges, dbut whst abo:t neils. There wesnot & ncil on the
piace, &#nd thgre wusn't 8 nipkle either, Neails were g nickle
a8 pound et.ﬁ. D. Yo;ng's store abmut three miles awey. I
asked Ns=ncy ho; meNy esFs she hrad. Sihe looked andksaid there
were o@ijlgine. So, T weited until taree mmre hens ieid eggs.
They vere e nickle a dnzen, I {00} the egrs, 8nd ;alked three
riles andé bac-, put the donr on “he kitchen cujboerd. | o
Cur cook vesseis werea dutch oven to bs:e breed in md
potetces ,ton, &R iron pot, iron tea *ettle, fz&ing pan, 8

tin can with 8 wire bele for a coffee pot. Ve didn't heve a
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radic, but the prairie cogs mede rusic ip the day time,
for they were sll around oar dugout. 1n éacylell over the
cyuntry. The coyotes snd owls wa<e 2usic at nighﬁ. ¥e had
lots of snskes, all kinds., They would cet ir the trash and
hay ia the top of our dugoat. e would-ﬁ@nch then out wda
kill thein. They would often crowl ecroés oar bed &t nighte
¥e soon gnt used to that. we just gav; F «~ick, &nd they
would hurry on sowewhere eise; I brokxe sod with the oxen,
plaated & sod c;op of corn snz céne, ang rade pretty good.
I worked some for the neighbors-snc got by uatil the lest of
June. Tnen we stesrved out end went back to;é&fekasaw/gggntry
woried tuere throughout harvest end thrashing. e got a
little grub siexe snd cawe back, but before we lelt Chickasaw:
I traded my oxen snd got a gooc€ pony ltesn, which wes avgreat
improvement.

Eow did we cook? Wéll, 1 will tell you. I to0ol ny
ghovel and sx eéd cat out s hole in the Jugout welli, and
celled 1t & fireplace. T got it sgaped up pretty =o d,

then | got e posthole vigger und dig & nole down on the

outsi de to the fireplace, I broke some sod nesrby, laid

~,

up 8 sod’chinmey, so tuat job was complets-and i- worked

all rights Little things would happen thei were not so

i
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plessant, Nancy would be frying egegs for breakfast snd a
stick of wood would barn in two end upset the frying nen

end cggs in the fire. 1t toor lots »7 Letience - nd enlzevor

to get over the rweh pleces, Do there vere :uly of ther.
Tirme rocked on until it wes sbout the last of Februsry end
we had uo work, no roney. It o Just root hog cr die,
paéqﬂe your own cenoe, Sornetling hed t» be done. & wife
end little baby in the dugo.t, & big snov on the grooud and
fhey hed to be fed. The ozly thing I knew to 8o was to go
to Mr. He D. Young end esved bir for & little flour on credit.
I retember well hig rerly, "%ell, Welrer, the will is good,
but the way is sgeinst you". FHe owed 8 1o1 on his goods,
and 7 ras o.e w.ong rzoy. Fe could not nelp &11, s% he
treated us 8l] ¢li'e. So I welked hc.e empty handed. After
=
re~ting z few ri§utes, I veot to a neighbor. They pud sev-
arel secrs of flo:r, so they loesred e fifty‘pcunds.. Thet
mede Nency end :e feel prettiy go-~d tc hnow we htd Lreed for
th rtv dsys. Then cire sor-ething else ‘o think wbout. ¥hen
:
and how can we psy it beck” In stout two weeirs, 8 mer?hant

8t Cloud Chief let re Leul a loed of freight fron Nihco,six

days herd driving, feeding 1.y<elf and tesn. "1 made over
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$7.00 end Fjgot two gzc-g of flour, a sack\?f meel, a few

*® L
other grocéries und ¢ c'lico dress for Nemey. I paid beck
the“suck of flour, and was souare with the world, ovigeg no
nan.

Thaet geve rie & atevt %o freighting. 7 hauied most »f
the Treight frou Bl Reno .ntil the reilroed oot %o Werther-
ford, then hauled freight.fror Westherford until the rail-
roa. got 4o Cordell., =y that tine ] co@ld get by, fof ve
were iceking god croés then.

.1 often left hore Tor +1 Reno to be goxne fror gix to
eight days wi?h lesg than 1.00 in ;5ney, wut alray8't60k
feec for ty te&m.OL the rcand trip end elsy for myself,
Nancy woilé .cook &boit’ three dozen biecuits, for the trip.
‘Two biscuits et & resl wes all I could afford te eet. This -
wes e new degl for se, becruse T bod had s11°T could eat.

T had as ry eotl o gosé home sometire gnd iy dream
f{nally cere truv, Thet nice white house becrre e realitya
Ji‘say nice hoagse - it vos unice for th(t dey. It 1s still
on the farr, but sot evhat dilspideted with age.

We finellr got sbo.t rid of the preirie dogs and thet

got rid of the fleus. Then ct e bed buge. We had ther to
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fight as 1 suppose they vere in the luumber. We would

scel d the bedétesd, get the nost in cers of weter, then

they would clinb the wall &rd ju::'dcwn on 8. They vere

[

hard to beet.
After sho:t six yesrs on the cleis, Noney’s hee 1th

begen to feil. For eighteen yesrs sio woe ander the doetrr's

csre aust of the time. 1 thing 1 tried every coctor whe

precticed recicine ia Cordell thet 4ive awud Yesides ghe

used pstent medic.ne of necrly every xind. I took her to

Mineral Wells, Texes, and steoyed ebout geven roaths. She

would ounly get ters.or.ry relicd end *he. sbe vas worse

4gain. The lost thing ecuc it locred 11 e ile only ihing
was an ouecrations U we tzors her .o the Tlorence hos;itel,

in Plorence, Grant Cou.iiy. There the éoctors found ‘he main
I '
trouble, & cuncer of the liver Lud been cating her lile oway.

-~

Eight deys efter the oneration, Noverber 1¢, 2217, she died.
I had six children; the oidest, Annie, was .iarpied. 1

told the >ther children st home thet T would stey withg them
- v 4

*

as long as they would stay with el I..uede .y word gooé,

but neturslly cue rightly in a few yeurs, they begen to
L)

or the.selvegs, until
1 [

hl

merry end' leave houe to ne:e e hone

&~
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they were all gone except the youngesh, hazel. ‘'lThat surmer:
n&Qhealth gove wuy, 1 was not eble to work amd nad to give
‘up, 80 | rented the ferm and Hazel and 1 moved Lo town. Ve

lived together seven years then she ,iarried,leaving 18 wlone.

. «

I "batched” for swnile.

Father on. lother were getting ¢:d snd needed soireone

with the... They wented’me to come to .ive with them. 1

had e good hoise well furnished. I rented it ¢ad went beck

to Fether end hother, the plsce | used tocall pome, dut 1¢
. N

did not npt seer the se. e &s wnen | wes young. ih a way
DU N -

<
I was brosen up end no place scened 42 e hore. 1 lived with

Father and dNother as itong sg they live-d, excepi the lasti-

&

yeur Father®iivsd, L moved one bilock away.

¢ PEENNSEE =
for armost seventeen long yesrs, ! lived & widower.

They -were—ltong to me. ro hore—whé not -setisfied anywnere.
1 did ﬁ&t think I wented to ..erry ey more &endé :ften seid

- I never wousd, but fiwmelly, 1 ..et up with & widow folr weeks
older then myself, ! rs. Lvuvélia. Feryract, who was very
.sympaghetic and good nsturec. Ve fo<e eround in my V-8
_erupe ang tdlked tne‘matter_ovér. S50 we were fixed up.

On Sundey, august 19, 1934, we went over to Aro ther Vaughn
’ S
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-ud ke tied the knot mekimg us ome. e went to Sulphur
Springn thet evening and stayed & wesk on cur honeye -
mo;m. Tho.n we movred home and areé living happily together,
I¢ has been almost forty-six years since I flagged
the cleaim. I still owm it and mever have had to ma tgege

it.



