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. .yFiel;l Horker: | Johhson H. Hempton
Intgrview with Jgsiah Thomas
rrine, Oklahoma. ‘
. - / : /
Born \ _ /Merch 107, 1865 ’

Near 0ld Dosksville. - . ¥

Parents Simon. Willis, father. »
Cilien Anderson, mother. f

VI was born near 0ld Doeksville, just north of -
Fort Towson, on the lOt;h day of -March, 1865.

‘ w father's name waes Simon Willis, and my
mother's namg was Cilian Anderson. After my fathbr ;lied,
my nio’ther mar;i/p’d again, and I took my at:ap-father‘s neme
and so I l\zgve /t;e;n known as Thomas. My ngfand-father'a
name was Atici;i, and wheﬁ he came from Mississippi, he
located near‘bid Doaksville, Indian 'I.‘ekrritory, and lived
there until his death. He joined the army at the begin-
ning and served all t;iroulgh tﬁe war. My father joined |
‘the ‘army during the 'la'tfer part of tAhe war and ke did not
serve ;gry long. |

Whilg they were- in. the w&r, we lived pretty
hard. ?;eumde ‘a little garden, but as we 4id not Have

>

any seed much ourselves, we h'ad‘to. get our garden seeds

from our neighbbrs.  We made some corn in our little field

. for our corm brsad.

]



the woods a dig ‘ o
o] L a7 9 /-

up som root‘ that/she called mud otatoes, ‘She would boil
aﬁd then gh would slice some and put them on top of

the holee to dryh /then she wouYd put them in tﬁe morter ,'\\\
: N, \

would corn fnd mske bread out of it. It

was ;retty éo /eating. She hfﬁ anotheQ\rook that she
t'had e very//big head on i\;; I)don"t know
w::Z/she oa ed’it’;ow but the 3&ne looked more 11ke';

' that grows on the bankg of th;a creeks. ‘The vines
ha'/d stick s,”on like bamboo)briers h'ave. . The roots 7ere very
' e would take that and skin the top off of it and |
/thé inglde was as white as could be. She wopld slice fhi;s

t on top of thé house and let it dry. When it got

like she did the other roots. and make some mal out pf

It wuld b.ej Just as '{white as e!w flour boughtbin‘\the -/
o R
stores. - ' ' B T
-/ .
She would make meal out /Jf corn, beaten in this ° ~

mdrtar, which us Indians called Kitih and make hominy end
other things to eat' out of the/ cord. All the Indiens used
to make meal out of corh the Same wey my mother mads our

meal. It was d@bout the only wm} thfa'y could make meal in



\

“wind it in & big ball.

those days. They made (banaha) Tenchi Palaska{»éﬂﬁ .

Tanchi - lobona, Tanchi - Hguwashko, sour bread end |, .

-

other things that ws ate. P

™

“There was one thing that father and mother °

used to talk about and that| was a witch. TheyiyEsd

to sit and tell us about t bullet & _witch could shoot

N
into a body and one would die from it if th@y did .not-

get a doctor for them Just as quick as uhay coﬁl&

-

I don't know whether the fe] is anything like that or not.

They balieved in those things and some Indian§”%till

2
believe in those things té this day, There might de,
® R I TR
=
witches but I don't know. The Bible speaka of thent
. L8
but I don't know. . .o \\\\ S L

\

Mother. had" twh spinning wheels. and had a

weaver. She would spin [the cotton on this sﬁinning :

kTéad, and then‘she‘&ould.

wheel and meke it in&q

, Then she would p&t the jhrehd

in the weaver and meke 'cloth out of it. She would make

pave end sell them for %S.CO apiece,/and tha ¢cloth

she wéuld sell for $2.50 per yard to womaﬁ‘to make

dreasses out of it. It sure was & tough cloth. It wgé

. hard to wear out. Ghe would make some sccks for ﬁdﬁ,
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and sold them at 50¢ per pair; the mittems she would

- ~
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gell them at 50¢ per pair. 1t kept her pretty busy
all the time durtﬁ&"fhe winter months.

The Choctaw Nation was divided into three
distriots, with sbout five or six counties in cach.
The first district was called Mosnolitubtes, 1331.6 cou.rt1
ground for this distriect being at 'ﬂilb\irtc;:x, 1 think.
The second distrmzy was Pushmataha: and the court .. \\
(éround for this district was at\ilik;hi., The third
district was Apaksht'mubbe, the court ground deing

T

!between Clear Boggy and Mud&y Boggy. They moved it

to Mayhew just before statehood. Each distriet had-what
‘was kaown as & District C}hief wifo was elected by the

"t votes \of the indiaris. They served one term ;aach. The
duty of these Chiefs was to'keep_peqce in . their own

districts.. They did not have much %o do only in uprtsinga

in the neighborhood and to make talks, advising them to

-

- be law abidingz ci'tizens. They usually made their talks
Just before Vthe gigtriect court conwvened.

Thaso Diatrfct Chiefs had the suthority to

appoint as mang Light Horsemen as they needed. They had
:J«

“as many as ten in esch county. The Light Borgemen had the
~;‘> - - s
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right to; arrest anyone violating the laws of the Nation,

“*Just the same as the sheriff and his deputies now, but

. men to a.’

i

~

\knd get us groceries.'\Pa:is, Te

they acted under the District Chiefs. In fact, these

t

Light Horsemen were the legal reprosentatives. Whatever

the Chiefs wanted done, they called on ﬁheir Light Horse-

After the war, my father used to go to Texas

™~

needed at hqme.\ € was no one aqle to have any work
done otose to home so he

x\\
>~

to go there to get work

2 WM. - Nid
S, ™as our nearest . & i
\

trading post in those days befors the ra;lgg\\\:ant through

3

' going into" i;iahsggl\ After the railroad\ggfj\: rough, we A
began to trade near home and did not have to g ~t:\;;;fk -

\
~ s
. We hed to use oxen to do our-iraveling. We ~

N \\~
any more for our grdccriea: T~ - ' ‘ \\\\\\\\

74

made our wagon ourselves that we used, elso’ did our
- /‘

pibwing with oxen; in fact, we used them altogether on

the gam; ’ ° ’ “ .

. t '
we had some hogs and ponies but we had only

-, 8 fow cows. The other Indians had lots of cattle, hogs

and ponies in our neighborhood.
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Every Indien then liyed in a log osbin:
Some had floors snd soms didn't. We would build our
fire in the middle of the nous; for we did not have
apy'floor in our house. It'used'to be warm dﬁring

cold weather. ’

I went’éb school just one term Eut/did
not learn much. The school housc was & log house and
the seats were made of split loge. This school builéipg
end the school has been out of existéncé for severall A
years. |

we did hpt go camp hunting for it was no ;se.

- There was game gﬂﬁ around ugﬁiﬁd all we had to do was

t# go out and get what we wanted in the way of wild game.

~. I never did play ball in a big éﬁi&--iha% is, .
- A | I
bEtwqu two counties. .+*The old men would not let us play \\‘\
‘but I have played in a neighborhood game, which did not
emount to much, not like different gounties playing
L
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I am a fullblood Indien, cen't speak but
very little Eﬁglish and can'f read much English but
I cen read and write in my own language prefty well.
I live ;bout 25 miles east of Antlers, Oklhhpmazg?§%;

have been raised there, am still there.
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