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SUBJECT: . Hystorical story of M. O, Ghormley .

b Judge Michial O. Gﬁormley
Tahlequah, Peggs Star Rodte -

I went out to interview Judge M. O. Ghormley. He just liked
four-months being 90-years o0ld, and he got dinner for 'me and
his hired men without any help. He cen read without the use
of glasses. ' - :

Judge Ghormley®s home is a little northeast of the slte of the
old Cherckee Agency. Is remindful of the faet that there once
lived the father of the late fermer United States Senator,
M. C. Butler of North Carolina, who as United States agent, was -
in charge of mgiters affecting the Cherokees. Thet was during

- the late forties, and early fifties of the last century. Her} —
Senator Butler, as he mentioned in am address in Tahle:?‘
forty-two years later, epent several of the happiest rs of his
lifetima.

-
-

Augustus Butler, e brothe;, “who succgeded b.ie/rather as agent,

also lived here seversl years at the Agency, which was not far
distent from the home of the Rev, Edward Gunter, prominent im
official life of the Indiasn Retion, who conducted a detachment of
imigrant Cherokees to the west in the removal of 1838,-#nd ¥ho, &8
one of the first Cherckees to bectme & minister, and’ misaionary

of the Methodist denomination, rode & circuit sqm hundreds of
miles in extent in pioneer years of the new nafion in Indienm
Territory. /» i
During his youthful days, Judge Ghomle} 80 hehhs been addressed
for more than two decades, lived &t the home of his parents nedr

the western boundary line of the state of Arksnsas, He attended

. the Oek Grove public school ‘of the Cherokes Nation for several years,
~ but desiring imstruction in higher branches of learning, went to

- —Cave-Bill; Mingtmc o Arkangas, where he studied in the
historicel Cave Hill College, an institution foinded & few years
after the admission of Arksnsag to statehood in 1836, and long in
operatien. The Rov, Semmel Newton, founder of the forka of the
Illinois river Mission among the Cherokees in 1830, and who, some-
whers near that pericd, bestowed the neme Perk Hill, noteble place
in Cherokese county, is reputed to have been one of those who aided
in establishing Cave Hill College, an institution in which were,
from tize to time, enrolled students from the Indien Nation.

When the Civil war involved the Cherckee mation in 1866, Michael
0« Ghormely was $00 young to enlist for military serviese, but
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witk the coming of 1864, then being 17 years of ege, he was succeasful
in enlisting in & oompany of the confederate Imdfan brigade, composed
of Cherckess, Choatsws, Chiekasaws, Creeks and Seminoles. Colonel
cStend Watie, vho had held that mmmn uearly the beginning of the
was, was 12 this year, 1864, promoted to Brifidier Gendral, and contimued

as commander of the brtgldo. Ghormley was often employsd ss a Courier,
riding over extensive portiou of country south of the Arkensas river,

being with other similar couriers on the alert for imformation, and for move
ments of the federsal forcess When intelligence of importance was to de
quickly transmitied to headquartera, a courler rode &t high speed to the
spot where apnother messenger awaited who took the dispatches and dashed

sy to the next weiting courisr, and thus long distancea were coversd

in relatively brief periods.

Contrary to the sssertions of many who have described the Cherokee
confederete brigadier general as a men six-feet inp height, large, and
sowerful, Judge Ghormley relates that he was several inches less that
six-feet tall, weighed probadbly 160 pounds, compaetly and strongly
built, and though 58 years of age in 1864, wes sctive end strong, and &
noteble horseman,

In connection with the surrencer of the confederate Indian drigade

- Judge Ghormley recalls thet while Gen. Robert E, lee surrendered April
9, 1865, the Indian dbrigade did not surrvender until June 23, 1§65.
Brigadier Genoral Watie was one of several native Americsns wh “ have
held that rank. Among thoee having such distinction were Tecumseh and
Red Jacket, sho held the rapk as allies of the British, while Ely
Stephen Parker, & Seneca Indian, was a brigesdier general in the Umion
Ammy. Today Judge Ghormley is the only living veteran of the confederate
\ ipdien brigade in Cherokes county. £ few years ago, comparatively,
\there were seversl living in Tablequah in rural districts, and he is
one of aifew living in whet was once the Cherokee Netion. It is Judge

normley™s belief thet he is the youngest Cherokee Veteran living
possibly the youngest of any of the surviving veterans in what ever
states they may now reside.

rable incident of the late sixties at & period when food, and
clothing were exceedingly scarce, was the capture of & steam ferryboat
e Arkensas river. The bost was loaded at Fort Smith which was
then ecupiea by thc fcderals. Little or no precaution wag jaakep..

the brodd Arkansas, Forest trees undergrowth were thick upon the

heighth then known as Pheesant B o the small town which has grown up

is now called Temeha, Hiding ih the thickets, the men of ths two

regiments waited in silensas After some time, the steam ferryboat hove

in sight, steaming stes up stresm, WFhen it reached & place where

it presented its side to the men on the bluff, fire !u opened. '

Tha ertillery d, the fire of sxall arms was rapid, A steam pipe
:fek and roken, apd the moise of esvaping steam was terrifie,

Tho b s hesded Tor the gpmmm a5l stPack o sapddar, and
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towed to the opposite bank, and the captors descended upon it like
2 flook of pigeons carrying the food products, merchandise; end
satlers goods bound for Fort Gibson, to a sandy beach., But though

11 of the men saved something for themselves, much was toe be lost,
The river begen to rise rapidly. Some of the men who had escaped from the
boat when it grounded, wondered into the camp of Col., John Ritchie of
the second Cherckes federal regiment at Maokey's salt works on the
I11linois river, Forthwith Colonel Ritchie went two companies of men
hot-footing i¢ towards Pheamsant Bluff. They reached the north bank early
in the morning. Witk longerenged Fifles, fire was opened up on the
confederates aegsemdbled upon the beach and soon the boxes and bvalss of
goods were abandoned. The river rose highser and higher and in a few
hours the stréam was filled with floating articles from the boat, which
also floated away, and sank within sight of the bluff. -

Completing hie army service, Judge Ghormley returned Yo his home; engagins
for awhile in mercantil pursuits, end in farming. Eventwally he removed

to what was then Tehlequah district. For sometime in the days of the

Indisn Nation he was a member of & law firmm in Tahlequah, also, he

engaged in sgricultural pursuite, and later gave mich ettention to fruit
culture., his apple orehard being one of the most productive in this

section. Upon the admission of Oklahoma to statehood, he was elected

Justice of the Peace in and for Tahlaquah and ad jacent territory, holding

the positior several terms enforcing the law inpartially. Decisions

‘made by him, when appegled to higher courts as they were in several
instances, were invariably upheld. Because of his sugcessful funetioning

as Tahlequah®s first Justice of the Pesce, he is generelly spoken of

or addressed as Judge Ghormley.

Concerning notables of the old Cherokee nation, Judge Shormley has known

all of the principal chiefs from John Ress the first elected chief after

the establishment of the Cherokee nation in Idnian Territory to and

including William C, Bgoers, the last elected Primecipal Chifer, besides

meny other once widely-krown officiele. And, besides these Charokee notsbles,
he has known a mumber of the astute and able "White men once ideniified with
the Chexckees in various ecupacities, among them the notcd Baptist
Missionaries, Even and Jobhn b, Jores, Dr, Williem L, G, ¥iller, to some
extent 8 man of my story, Private Secretary to a principal Chief: M, Dolgore
anky, member of & famoua Russian family, who exiled to Siberie, escaped

. 8nd came to Amertcs, and resching Tehlequah, iunstracted pnpm seeE“’ ing
proficiency es planist, besides others, some of varied and striking
antecedents end attributes, Judge Ghormley is now living quietly in the
appropriately named Grandview locality. He is interested in the afairs
of the day, and more active and aslert than many men years younger than
himgelf.

Judge Ghormley was apgneinted with the Jamos boys, Jesse and Fronk James.
They had a firat eousin by the neme of Charley James. Vhen the M.X, & T, RR
waz being built in 1671, I run a livery stadle in Tahlequah, Indian terri-
tory, I would go over to Gibson atation and cut hay amd put it up for my
teams. I got acquainted with Charley James, he was & cow man., In 16878

I went to Dennison, Texas, and put in & seloon. later I mowed domn there

to Caddo, Oklshoms, and Charley Jamas had moved there alse, Fraik and

Jesse Jamee would ome and vielt Charley, and apend the winter with him.

o Dt et

:\Onommmmmma -mmam. Traak andt Jesze Jades
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shot into the gemg, killing some of the men. One man said that who
sver done the shooting, cught to be killed, 80 Jessu James jumped on
this man and beat him up. Iater the officers came up from Ft. Smith,
Arkansas, and arrested the James' boys, and took them to Ft. Smith
fail and sat their dond at £10,000. I went to Ft. Smith to help them
get bond. I would go out on the street, and get he bums on the street,
teke them in a saloon and get them to feeling rich, I would teke them
down and they would swear that they had lend end lots of cattle. I
soon raised enough for the bond. When I came out of the building with
the bond fixed up, I met up with Frenk and Jesse James slready cut
on bond, I asked them how that happened, snd they deid & friend come
down from Miesouri and mede their bond.

Judge Ghormley has & picture of his mother tuken 75-years ago. Che
has & home-made dress on that he helped her weave the cloth. She

syed the cloth and msde it herself,
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Michial O, Ghormley was born Jume 4, 1847, Prunt, North
Carolinn, Parents were ¥, C. (Xlizabeth) (Taylor) Ghormley,
Cherokee Indians, came to Oklshomm December 25, 1850, from
N, Carolina, They came overland in a wagon, cmaing the
Mississippi river in anflat boat « no steam. The father
teught school, and lived on own farm, Was & farmer,

Michial O, Ghormlay was the first Justice of the Peace of ~
Tahlequah after statehood. He fought in the Civil war et

under Stand Watle - standing guaxd over his tent, //
Por eight days I never saw a bite of bdread. Angjfﬂartha
Alberty gave us some pumpkin bread - that was 4he first
bread we had for eight dayl. -~
On our way to Bogy, we run scross a-bunch of cattle, and
killed a lot, About the tims we had skinred the cattle,
the new recruits came up, /em/g/ey were nesrly starved.
Ve gave them the dalsnce of the meas. They would take their
knives and cut the rdw meet and eat it. The Captain tried
to get tha;xot)/eﬁo/k it, but they wauld not wait. The new
recruit’s horses would give out and they would just leave
them and walk on to Bogy. We camped at Bogy. A man Came
up~to the cemp with some pones of cormbread. I gave 310,00
-~ for one pone of cornbread., 1 guess that I am the only con-
federate soldier in Cherokee cocunty thet is drawing a pene
sion,

On our trip to Bogy we camped on & high hill. Next morning
soms of our horses were missing., Seebolt and Bigby went
to hunt the bormses and the Pin Indisus run them down and
killed them, I helped earry the mail from Bogy to Honey
Springs. Ve had to oarry the mail) horseback, and had to go
- in & rum, After the captaim:let us go home to spend the
wvinter, the next spring, I started back to my Company ons
of the soldiers let his gun go off and shot my lmare. She
fell and I got her up and went and stayed 17 days, in &
Choctew camp. The seventeenth day, I started back to cemp
and when I arpived they were all gone home, Pemgit*Wes m de
and I atarted back homs, and I swem Red river and the river
was bank full, dbut I zede it. I like four-months deing
ninety years old. I signed this without glasses. 1 can
read without glasses.

Signed: M. 0. Ghormley
' Tahlequah, Star Route



