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Maurice. R. Anderson, Interviewer
October 19 , 1937

Interview with Mrs. W. B. Gibson,
Pauls Val ley , Oklahoma.

Mrs.Gibstm was born August 19, 187!^ in Missouri .

J . P . J e t e r and Sarah Rose, f a t h e r and Wither of Mrs*

Gibson,werejborn in I l l i n o i s . Tshe,y ara both deceased.

I came to the Indian. Te r r i t o ry in 1892, with my

husband, W. B. Gibson. Before we were m a r r i e d ^ r .

Gibson and h i s fa ther had come to Indian T e r r i t o r y and

set t led at Pauls Valley.

They came from Arkansas bringing horses and buggies,

and started a livery barn about the time the railroad

was built through here . W» B. Gibson went back to Arkan-

sas and we were married in the Spring of 1892. Right

af ter we were married we le f t for our new home at Pauls

Valley. There weren't very many people l iving here at

that time. There was a subscription school and a Presby-

te r ian Ghurch. John Bradley and C. J . Grant each owned

general merchandise stores and Mr. Grant did banking

business in h is s tore . OJha nearest furniture store was

at Gainesville, Texas. Doctor Branham was the only

. doctor. Reverend Allen was the minister of the Presby-
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t e r i a n Church and t h i s was the on ly church hero a t that

t ime . Jim Gwinn was the depot agent .

Corn was the main crop. There was some* cot ton but

nothing l i k e there i s now. Zach Gardner owned the on ly

g r i s t m i l l and g i n . Tlhis g in and m i l l were l o c a t e d on

the Washita River^east of Pauls V a l l e y , and were operated

by water power. Court was e s t a b l i s h e d here in 1895.

Before dourt was e s t a b l i s h e d at Pauls Valley^ i t was he ld

a t Ardnore, Indian T e r r i t o r y , and a t P a r i s , Texas .

There were deer , turkey and the black bear in t h i s

part o f the country. Zach Gardner's home and i t s sur-

round ings were b e a u t i f u l . . .On Sundays there would sbe l o t s

o f people dr ive out t o see h i s p l a c e . He had s e v e r a l deer

penned up and he owned a f i n e f lock o f turkeys and ch ickens .

His home was painted white and there was a white p i cke t

fence around i t . Mr. Gardner was a Chickasaw Indian and

had located here on the river along in the late s ix t i e s ,

and built the f irs t grist mill in this part of the country

in the early sevent ies , ;

The f irst Presbyterian Aid Society was organized in

1896, and I was one of the twelve members* When I came
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were here

here what few stores and business houses/faoed the rai l-

road traok an,d the main streot of Pauls Valley was called

anokey Bow and',believe me, it wasn't any plaoe for a lady.

There wore drinking and gambling places. Our homo wasn't

very far from anokey How and 1 have heurd p.uns fire sev-

eral times at different times. When I would ask my nun-

band about it he would say, " 8o and so had a shooting

so rape." Pauls Valley was like moat of the weat<srn towns.

It had Its ups and dpwns. This was a oatile and farm-

ing town. There were oome large farms around ho re and

oorae large ranches, (torn was cheap and there was plenty

of it raised here. T?here was plenty of water also, and

as Pauls Valley was located on the main l ine of the Santa

ITe Railroad, it made a good oattle town. There were

worlds of oattle fed and shipped fr«* here after 1 came.

In 1898, J. M, Doroheuttr was appointed postmaster

and served for a number of years. In 1899, the> telephones

were put in the homes and Mr./flault was in oharge of the

telephone system. When 1 came Pauls Valley.was a ship-

ping and receiving point. 'The Indians froi} hear Fort

S i l l would come here for their supplies that were shipped
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in.. Sometimes they eanpod for two or three day a, waiting

on supplies* "She Government Agent would get a steer for

them and they would hold a big barbecue. Several of the

white people would go watch them.

I have lived in Pauls Valley since 1892.


