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Maurice R. Anderson, Interviewer
Octobsr 19, 1937

Interview with Mrs. W. B. Gibson,
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma.

Mrs.Gibson was born August 19, 1878 in Missouri.

J;. P. Jeter and Sarah Rose, father and Mgther of Mrs.
Gibson,were)bom in Il1linois. They ara both deceased.

I came to the Indiam Territory in 1892, with my
husband, ¥. B. Gikson. DBefore we wers married) Mr‘.

Gibson and his father hed come‘to Iﬁdian Territory and
settled at Pauls Valley,

They came from Arkansas)bringing horses and buggies,
and started a livery barn about the time the reilroad
was built through here, #, B. Gibson went back to Arkan-
éas and we wera married in the Spring of 1892. Right
after we were married we left for our new home at Pauls
Valley. There weren't very many people living here at
that time. There was @ subscription school and a Presby-
terian Ghurch. John Bradley and C. J. Grant each owned
general merchand ise stores and Mr. Grent did banking
business in his store. The nearest furniture store was
at Geinesville, Texas. Doctor Brenham was the only

doctor. Reverend Allen was the minister of the Presby-
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terian Church and this was the only church hers at that
time., Jim Gwinn was the depot agent. »

Gorn was the main crop. Thers was some cotton but
nothing like there is now. 4Zach Gardner owned the oﬁly
grist mill end gin. This gin and mill were located on
the Washita Riveg,east of Pauls Valley, and were operated
by water power. Court was established here in 1895.
Before oourt was established at Pauls Valley)it was held
at Ardmore, Indian Territory, and at Paris{ Texas.

There were deer, turkey and the black bear in this
part of the country. Zach Gartner's home and its sur-
round ings wers beautiful..,OB*Sundays there would be lots
of people drive out to seo:hia plaqé; He ﬁad se?ér&l deer
penned up and he ewned a fine flock of turkeys and chickens.

: His home was paigted white and there was a white picket
fence around it. Mr. Gardner wes a Chickasaw Indian and
had located here on the river along inlthe late sixties,
and built the first grist mill in this part of the country
in the early seventios.;

The rifgngrosbytoriaﬁ Aid Society was organized in

il
1896, and I wes one of the twelve members. When I cams

N

%



C1BSON, W, B. (MRS.) INTERV1ENW, 8969

3
were here .
here what few stores and business houses/fsced the rail-
road treck and the main street of Puuls Valley was oalled
Smekey Row und’,b;liove me, it wasn't any place for a lady.
There wore drinking snd gumbling i)lnces. Our home wasn't
very fur from Sumokey Row und 1 have heurd guns fire sev-
orsl times at different timss. W#hen I would ask my hus-
band about it he would say, " Bo u;xd & had a shooting
u.orupa." Peuls Valloy"‘vyu; like most of the wentsrn towns.
It had 1ts ups and downs. This was o cstile snd farm-
ing town. There were :sor;xo large farms srvund hore and
some large runches. Gorn was chesp and there was plenty
of it ruised here. There wus plenty of water ulso, and
‘u Puuls Valley was loomted on ti:o masin line of the Santa
fe Railroad, it made a good cattls town. There were
worlde of ocattle fed and shipped frem here aftear 1 ocame,
’In 1898, J. M. Dorchestsr was appo inted postmester
and served for a number of yesnrs. In 1899, the tolgphonu
were put in the homes and Mr./ﬂg%mff was in charge of the
telephone system. When 1 cume Pauls Valloy,wu. e ship-

ping and receiving point. The Indians from near Fort

8111 would come here for thair supplies tha't were shipped
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in. Sometimes they samped for two or threo days, waiting
on supplies. Bhe Govomment Agent would get a steer for
them and they wonld hold & big bvardecue. Several of the

white people would go watch them.

I have lived in Pauls Valley since 1892.
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