198

JONES, MAGNOL1A ADAIR INTERVILW 5046

INDEX CARDS:

Cherokee Natiom
Adair
Cherokee Femmle Seminary
Saltv Works
Handieraft
L Allotment



TERKES; MAGROLIA iBATR, 5 _ INTERVIN. 5e46~
T Fomm A-{s<la9)
BIOGRAPHY FORM ’ })99
WORKS FR ADMINISTRATION - Pe
Indian~Pioneer Kistory Project for Oklahoma .
{
Field Worker's neme Mary Do Dorward
‘Tnis report made on (date) - Yay 25, 1937 _ 193 7

1. DNane Iiagnolia Adair Jones
2. Post Office Address Tulsa,

3, Residence address {(or location) 1936 ~ast 14th Place

4, DATE OF BIRTH: MNonth Day Year 1872

5, Place of birth Flint District, Cherokee Nation

6. Name of Father Edward A. Adair Place of birth Georgia
——— Otherinformetion sbout father One eighth Cherokee

7. Neme of other  Melissa Harrisen 4dair Place of birtn Georgis
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¥ary D. Dorward, Field Worker
Indian-Pioneer History
May 25, 1937

4 Blographic Sketech of
Magnolia Adair Jones
1936 E. 14th Place, Tulsa, (Oklahoma.

Magnolia ALdair Jones, born in 1872'on a fam in Flint
District of Cherokee !MNation in what is now adeir County.
Daughter of Edward A. Aidair, one-eighqh Gherokge, and Mel-
issa Harrison Adair, white. Mrs. Jones is one-sixteenth
Cherokei:/gyxfﬁélongs to no clan since membership in a
clan comes through the mother. The Adairs had come from
Georgia in 1870, before Magnolia's birth, in a covered
wegon in company with a party of relatives.

At an eerly age Mrs. Jones removed with her parents

———

from the Flint District *o Coowea-scoowee Districﬁvto a

farm near Adair in what is now Mayes County. W®While in
Flint their treding post was Vinita; after removel to
Goowee-sooowep their trading post was Adair.

Mrs. Jones recalls that while in Flint District
parties of Indians used to pass her home on theirw/l}; to
church, singing in Cherokee as they went, and she recalls
their 3inging as being particularly beautiful,

Her early schooling was in the national schonls of the
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Cherokees, none of which, to her'knowlédge, is now in
existence. . Her education was completed in the Therokee
Female seminary at Tehlequab, after the fire. A4t the
Semina?y students were required to pay ﬂoard but no
tuition. Her fether would buy up scrip et a discount
and use it in paying for ner board, receiving full face
value for it. Her uncle John Adair was superintendent
of the school while sne wes in asttendance there.
SALT WORXS

Mrs. Jones' home in nges County was not a great
dis tence from the salt works at 3aline, where the Cherokees
came to get their salt, obtained by boiling down in huge

J_»Mkattkee~%he“watéf“fiaﬁ”§Efff§£;iﬁgs. The Indians would

camp at the springs and stay until they hed prepared a
year's supply for themselves,
CHURCHES
There were church edifices in the towns of course
but in the country the schoolhouse wes commonly used for
church services as.well as for school. Frequently evan~
gelistic meetings were conducted in the =chool buildings.
CLOTEING

Mrs. Jones' mother made the cloth for all clothing
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worn by her family, botu wool and cotton. She prepared
and spun the thread, dyed it and wove it into c¢loth, some-
times designing pretty plaids of different cqlors. In the
dyeing, walnu: v2s used for brown, white oak bark brewed
like a tea mace a beeutiful purple. 3alt or alum so;ution
was used to set the color.
E«PLY HOME

Mrs. Jones was born in what was called & double log

house, so called because there was a porch between the

rooms., There were great stone fireplaces in which they

porped corn, roested potatoes, and did other cooking.

—— Hominy-wuz hoiled el éay‘ivng’fn‘é?éﬁf kettles. Con-na=-
han-nee was made of crecked corn mixe¢ witn co-nut-chee,
or hickory nuts, «nd was parti;ﬁlarly toothsome.

CUTLAW GUE3TS
Mrs. Adair, mother of Iirs. Jones, once unwittingly
entertained tue Jeames boys &t supper. They ceme in heavily
armed cnd asked for supper. There wa. fresh light-breead
which particulerly suited their fency. After esting they
left, all quite peaceably, but without offering to pay for
the meal. It was only long after they had departed that

their identity hecame known to the adsirs.
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GAME

Thege was an abund;ace of game such as deer, turkeys,
and prairie chickens and it was not at all unusual for the
young people to have a fawn s a pet.

INDIAN FISRING

A common practice among the IAdians was to poison the
waeters of 2 streem with buckeyes. The poisoned water cuused
the fish tc become dizzy and rise to the surfeze of the water,
wﬂereupon the waiting Indien wuld gig them. This was usvally
done at night,

ALLOTLENT

—

\—\
Mrs. Jones reccived an sllotment c¢f eighty acres adjoin- —
ing the town of Talsla nn the east. She and her hustand lived

on it and farmed for a number of years.



