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1

Mﬁuﬁu- with John Geult,
, Uklaioma.
BN

i was living in G;a£son ?o@ﬁty, foxas, when théuﬁimbér-
land Gatfle Caﬁnapy'hired me:to help drive a hunch or‘catth -
to Ureer bounty, iixas. 'I£ was in June 1882. ¥e stafiea
with 2,000 head and !era going to drive them across the
Chickasaw Ration. Short}y after we got over tho line we
discovared about 500 Ghickasaw and Comanche lndians camped
over in the timber neaf the A;buckle ﬂountains: fimey stopped
us and were not géing toilet us go, across th;zcountry. They
tried to make us go back the. way we ﬁad come, bat we had come
over an awfully dry.country and we insisted fhat t;ey let us
go back south and eross the aed Rivar and follow the rivar to
Doagsa Crosaing. We had.to camp near thpm that night. _
gave them a beef and made friends with them all right. Thay
consented to let us go by the route !a cheae, but that night
\ they stole two of our best aaddle horees. we did not get
angry with them for stealing the horsea bpt.offbred a $10,00
reward for their return. We had not Qottén very far from

their camp until they rode up with our horses. We crossed
. - a '
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at Uoan's Oroasiné and came by the present site of Altus
and through Mangum townsite. There was no Mangum then.

Ve tént_on to headquarters which was located on *1lm River,
fifteen miles northwest of Mangum, near the present site
of Reed.

Whon we reached the ranch some of the boys asked me
how 4 liked the ranch., 1 told them 1 would not have the
IhO%P thing if they would give it to me.

The ranch house was a hole dug ouf of a red clay bank,
covered with cottonwood po%es placed close together with
willow b;ush on the poles and dirt tﬁro@n on top for the
voof, The front of the dugout faced the east, was ualiqd
up with cottonwood logs and had a door but no w@ndows. there
was a rock fireplace in one corner by the door where we usa&
to cook our meals.

We had akillets and 1ids and large iron pots to cook‘
our food in. ws had no regular cook at headquartars, but
.we had one when We were out with the wagon. £he corral was
on the northside of the dugout aﬂd the spring of water was

on thes south side.
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8. H, Tittle, George Briggs and Frank Simpson were
the only settlars in the country when 4 came here. dihey
wore cattlemen. chey came in 1881. There was the 'Kalsey

\
Ranch over near Hollis and wick Moore was there 300. There -

17

.uere no towns anywhore, thi's being just an open range grass

_country with the grass waist high in places. 411 the hills
and hollowé looked alike and a man could ride right up on a
settlemeht befora he knew thers was ons near. All of the

<jhousas in the settlementa wore. dugouts.

/
4
s fe always berded the cattle in ths summer, camping along

~

as the cattle drifted. We made a camp about awery four miles

and two men would ride together and mnet two men. Uur line
extended south to Med River, Wost to Mollis and north of Jester.

'S "e had plenty of beef to sat and bread and ByTup and

i

beagg,w,!oﬂ!ea}& roii‘“”"I”'*hr blankets at night and Sleep

- i

. out‘;h the grcund enywhare we wWare when qigpt came .

Une of our men by the nams of nughee'fés campad over 6£
Tbrkey Creek near iuke while our camp was/;n farther uast.
Ons day we rode by Hughes' camp and founé out he was gone.
‘Itﬂwaa near noon and my duddy and 1 Iené going to cook sogb
: . ;

of.‘tughes' chuc » but before we cou;& get our meal starte#

v T
M ?
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we looked out and'about 500 Comanche and Kiowa Indians were
they wanted us

Their tepees were everywhere.

' making camp.
to fix them spomething to eat, but we informed thnm that this

was not our camp and we did not know if this man had uny-
Before we hirdly knew what wias taking place

thing to eat.
the old 8quaws had some big pots on boiling with dried meat

When the meat was r@ady t0 eat they usked us to

in them.f

eat with them. Th; lndians SgF on the ground in a cirecle
around/the'pot of meat. Ih; sqﬁaws pitched a piece df raw-
s a 3 'xhese piecos‘of

hide in front of euch ops on the gruss.
‘ 71hey';ookklong handled

rawhide ware to‘be-used as plates. ]
. /
1t was not salted and there
.

fofbé and 1lifted the meat out.

I
waa nothing else to eat with it.

These indisns always begged us for coffep, sugar and

they also liked whiskey, but the squaws did not

, tébacco.
Like for the bucks to drink, but uhen a buck got drunk the

ﬁquaws would throw him down and tie him up good with rawhide
e would diV1de

‘and let him lie there until he got sobar.

-y
" our coffee, sugar and,tObacco’ﬁith these indians and tell

!

i
!
h

th;m that was all ana the older indians would not bother us
' . B

?

|

/ ,
anymore, but the ehildren would hang around.
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We had a jug of syrup at the camp and ons of the boys
asked where it was. We searched in the tent und could not
find 1t, until finally one of the b?ys saw it 81tt§ng out
under & tres with gr.iss straw sticking o%t of it. 7these
little indian children hud gotten it and that was their way
of getting the syrap out. Soms of the old 1ndian$ would

<

come and louk down into that jug.

1 worked for this Aimberland Uattle Company as boss in
the absence of our regular boss and- rode the runee toé for
aev§r§i years. then the T~Cross outfit took it over.

S 1 knew ail~the‘crossings on the streams here but do
not réme;%ar"ﬁhéiier they were named or not, except the

‘crossing on Elm neur our headquarters which was cal led the

T-Crossing.

¢

’In the winyer before the round-up, and before we broke
~. up camp, Sofletimes there would came & big snow and it’would
- ba too pad to alogp out on the ground so we would take cotton-
wood poles and make a littia log cabin t0 cook und sleep in.
it would not be very lurge and we would take rawhide and poles
and muke‘our bunks add sw&n: them up in the cabin ind put our

corn and sats under them. Uorn cost about $2.50 a bushel.
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Bafore the country begon to settle (up there ware lots !

of cottonwopd trees on dalt Fork and ®1i Rifvers und on the

/ereeks. Salt Fork was only about hulf us ids as it is now.

y f

After tha settlers bagin to comm in cnd cut’thpSQ trees down |

to mske dugouts und corruls, the banks ok the rivers begin 10 ,

! i

CuVe Offo ! \ .
Our cattle would get mixod up with tnosﬁ of the othnr

outfits and it would take days to Sﬁpdriﬁq then 18 euch outfit

handled from 1500 to 2,000 head of catglogyt a tiome. Sometimes

)
we would get mearly back to headquarters ?ef@ro we would finally

get the cattlas all %p:r:tbd, =ach cor wis \%runiad of course,’ -

. | _
and we knaw each fellow's brani. When we finklly 70t these

8irays cut out of our herd we would drive hey bick/in the

. t
direction of their ranch frr enoush uway s¢ they would not
: . \
come back to our herds and th-se fellows wqul\ comr amd gt

!

them. ¥e got our mail from uban’s biore . \m: Dosn knew all
thp cattlemen in the country and when any of t# v Were ut the
store ne would ssend the meil on to th- différeAt ranches. Tach

ranciman  would puss the mall on until it finil & reached its

\ / }
the ranch where it was gSlQ§. it was sykty i les ko Loan’s
: -

|

destinition, each letter haviig on its anv»ljin the brand of

JR—
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Store. Uur supplies caeme from Gainesville, texas, at first,
Une time our wygon was gone for a month. We had & little
flour left, but ®e were getting uneasy for fear our supgﬁy

would be exhausfqd. ?g

Y

. ~
there was & spring near headquarters where we go¥ our

water, but whepn ie were out in camp we got our watar out of

/
lakes.

Wo would- dig a hole three or four fret from tée lake and
5
let the water from the lake 8seap into it. 1t seymed cooler

vhen we fixed it this way and 1 think the red ggter fron the
i

ponds was coéler than clear water. $

' l
These cattlemsn brought their cattle in/here for the

¥ . “ ‘ -
free gruss range and expected to be run out any time, so

i : '
they did not spend any money for lumber to build houses nor

/

|
corrals., | L k

Iinally{ after the country began to settle up %nq the

ranches changed hands, smaller cattlemen cume in here with

small herdssand fanced their ranches off, i hq;ped put the ~
first 40 mils fence on thellinn from McQueen by Hollis and |
nearly to the Tuxaslliﬁe.f }

" There ware.large_hards of antelope here but we paid no’

aitention to them., Wild tu&kays went in droves and could be
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seen from any direction. We hardly ever killed one but
would run them down with & horss.

There Were no buffalo A the country but buffalo trails
wers averywhere. Th;y wers 80 narrow that we could not
follow them, and phg trail by which they crossed the creaks
was $00 narrow for.a horse to pass through. Une time my

horse fell in e

uffulo trad 1 on Turkey Ureek and 4 was two-

hours getting him out.
‘%\

Hunters had camped-about all=;$§?“the\gggﬁzzzf‘ They

\
had left the stakes thut they had had their tentd fastemrd to

—~

and maybe a hide or two which they had stretched up to make

———

pens. shere Were bones scattered about the camps. These men

would find & herd and kill as many ca

_8kin the cxrcasses and hang the\gedes out to

e as they could, then

When they got a wagon load they would tie a pole down.

across the skins to hold them déwn and sturt out to Wichita
Falls, Vernon or some other railroad town to sell them.
Soms&imeaftheéé men would dry some of this meat. 1t

csr be cut 1nto narrow strips ¢nd just peaxad off the bone

like peeling an apple.
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Wa drove Qur cattle to Uana#ian uity'and Higgins to
" market.
I worked for the ¥-Cross ganch and two oth;r outfits
‘ror fifteen ymars until they:#ént out of husiness in 1896.
Ye had no amusements of any kind. Somstimes one of
the boys would si{t uround and pluy a rreanch harp or we
would rope steers or bust gy broncho when we had uny leisure
time. , |
After the bupreme Uourt of the United Btutes wnnexsd
Greer County to vklahoma ferritory and the rree Homes Bill
was paéaed; 1 f£iled on & qﬁarter section of lund ten miles
‘wast of Mangum naér fteed. L4 hauled the lumbar from' Quanah,
Texas, to Suilq my hqu;e. L eroctéd a wind mill und farmed
a little. 1 had acéumulated a few head of cattle of my own.
; 1 remember the first toll bridge in the country was at
’ Straw Urossing on Aad’River.“NSdma me ¥ had haﬁléd straw and
© put it on th; quistand;and had made the roud higher than
the 8111"1'.0\111.(1108 gountry and the main ,éh;mnel of the river wis
not boggy. it éoet 25 cents a round trip to cross on this
stra! bridge. |
The,first'bridge on South Fork Miver was washed cut

-

tbat‘first summer.

..
7 ~
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1 remember sa%eral’ﬁtage‘atands after the stage rou?é
came throu'gh' . lich}/fa’ Yalls. Une was at.uoana' Urossing.
A fellow ran a Kindjér restaurant.  Anyway, he served meals
to travelers at the/erossing and 1 remember his canned corn
was a speclalty and was saerved at nearly every meal dnd .the
bread was like sour dough.

ihan'there was a stand on &tation Ureek, nmar Jaster,
called $and btation;.

®e burned cottonvood, hackberry and mesquite roots.

There were two men killed over near Wild Vat, across the

[4

river froﬁ my place. 4 do not remember the dats exactly. Une
msn was named Wheeler and wus burisd on salt Fork Miver:; nis
people lived somewhere in sexas and after they heard of his
death they came and moved his body to vexas, i do not know
what the other man’s name was or where he was buried. '

Une of our T-Cross ranch men killed ;n outlaw and buried

5

him down on iurkey Ureek near muke. He put a rock wall around,
his grave. Wuess it is still there. 1 do not know whether

anytody ever knew what this outlaw's name was. 1 don't think

there was any name or date put on the grave.

<
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There used to be a post dtgica'at White 2lat over -

AN
. near Heed and 1 think there was oﬁi\at ploomington. I am
A &

not sura, anﬂ‘onq at plake and one at\uggi;f ihere wus a

’

little store over near Uould. these store gpd pbst offices
h I
are no longer in existence.



