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.Interview with JohnGauit,
r, Oklahoma.

I was living in Qrayson County., fexas, when the fcimber-

land Cattle Company hired me to help drive a hunch of cattle

to Ureer County, I t was in June 1882* We started

with 2,000 head and were going to drive them across the

Chickasaw Ration. Shortly after we got over the line we,
i

discovered about 500 Uhickasaw and Comanche Indians camped

over in the timber near the Arbuckle Mountains* ,¥hey stopped

us and were not going to l e t us go,across the'country* They

tried to make us.go back the way we had come, but we had come

over an awfully dry.country and we insisted that they l e t ua

go back south and cross the fed Blvsr and follow' the river to

Ooan's Crossing* *e had- to camp near them that.night* We

gave them a beef and made friends with them a l l right* they

consented to l e t us go by the route we chose,, but that night

they stole, two of our best saddle horses* «e did not get

angry with them for stealing the horses but offered a #10*00

reward for their return* «e had not gotten very far from

their camp until they rode up with our horses* We crossed
•r
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at ltoan*8 Crossing and came by the present s i t e of Altus

and through ISangum townsite. There was no Mangum then.

We vent on to headquarters which was located on ftIra River,

f i f teen miles northwest of idangum, near the present s i t e

of Beed.

When we reached the ranch some of the boys asked me

hon x l iked the ranch. 1 told them 1 would not have the

whole thing i f they would give i t to me.

She ranch house was a hole dug out of a red clay bank,

covered with cottonwood poles placed close together with '
«

willow brush on the poles and d ir t thrown on top for the

roof, ifae front of the dugout faced the e a s t , was walled

up with cottonwood logs and had a door but no windows, ihere

was a rock f ireplace in one corner by the door where we used

to cook our meals.

we had s k i l l e t s and l i d s and large iron pots to cook

our food i n . He had no regular cook at headquarters, but

we had one when we were out with the wagon. She corral was

on the northside of the dugout and th<> spring of water was

on the south s i d e .
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b . He T i t t l e , George Brlgga and Frank Simpson were

the only s e t t l e r s in the country when i. cane here, ihey

ware cattlemen. 'ihey came in 1881. There was the Jtolsay

Ranch OTer near i tol l is and *>ick Moore was them voo. There '

were no towns anywhere, th i s being Just an open range grass

country with the grass waist high in places, A H the h i l l s

and hollows looked alike and a man could ride right up on a

settlement before he knew there was on© near. All of the

Rouses "in the settlements were, dugouts.
I

*e always herded the ca t t le In the summer, camping along
/ * '

as the ca t t le dr i f ted . We made a camp about eV^ry four miles

and two men would ride together and m*>et two men. uur line

extended south to Wed flivor, west to Jtlollis and north of Jes te r ,

/•s «e had plenty of beef to eat and bread and ̂ s
roHruiTInour blankets at night and sleep

out on the ground anywhere we were when night came.

One of our men by the name of Hughes fan camped over on

ftxrkey Creek near Mxke while our canp was/on farther west.

One day we rode by Hughes' camp and found out he was gone.

I t was near noon and my buddy and 1 weije going to cook some
I • i ;

qf, ttughes* chuck/, but before we could get our meal s tar tea
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' we looked out and about 500 Oomanche and Mowa'Indians were
I

making camp. Their tepees were everywhere, They wanted us

to fix them something to ea t , but we informed them that th is

was not our camp and we did not know if this man had any-

thing to ea t . iiefore we hirdly knew what was taking place

' the old squaws had some big pots on boiling with dri^d

In them. When the meat was ready to eat they asked us to

eat with them. The Indians sat on the ground in a circle

around,the pot of meat. *he squaws pitched a piece of ra.w-

hide in front of each on*» on the" grass , .these pieces of
j

rawhide war© to be -used as p la tes , xfcey ,took long handled

forks and l i f ted the meat out. I t was not salted and there
'' ' ^

was/nothing else to eat with -it. ' •

These Indians always-begged us,for coffee, sugar and

. tobacco, "itoey also liked whiskey, but the squaws did not

like for the bucks to drink, but when a buck got drunk the

$quaws would throw him down and t ie him up good with rawhide

and le t him l ie there un t i l he got sober. We would divide

; our cQffee, sugar and,tobacco with these i-ndians and t e l l
/

j *

I them that was a l l and the older Indian's would not bother us
i

i ' l

i anymore» but the children would hang around.
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We bad a jug of syrup a t the camp and on* of the boys

asked where i t was. «e searched in the tent and could not

find i t , un t i l f inal ly , one of the boys saw i t s i t t i n g out

under a tree with gr-iss straw sticking out of i t . These

l i t t l e -Indian children had ^ott^n i t and t h i t was thpir way

of getting the syrup out. Some of the old Indians would

come and look down into th^t jug-

I worked for th is fcimberland ba t t l e Company as boss in

the absence of our regular boss and-rode the rcmge too for

several years. iken the *-Cross ou t f i t took i t ov*»r.

1 knew a l l the crossings on the streams here but do

not retoember whether they wore named or not, except the

crossing on c-lm near our headquarters which was called the

T-Crossing,. ' '
<

In the winter before the round-up, and before we broke

up camp, sometimes there would come a big snow and it would

be too bad to slrep out on th»> ground so we would tak*» cotton-

wood poles and make a little log cabin to cook and sl»«»p in.

it would not be vpry large and we, would take rawhide and poles

and make our bunks and swin * them up in the cabin ind put our

corn and nats under them, uorn cost about ^2.50 a bushel.
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Hefore the country began to settle

Zottonwood trees on

4258.

up there were lots

Fork and Kin; Kijvers and on theZ
ks. Salt Fork was only about half ds Wide as i t is now.

i j
After the settlers begin to corapi in and cut, th<*3e tr^es down '.

i I •
to make dugouts and corn.Is, the banks or the rivers bpgm to
c^ve off. i

Oar cattle would get mixed up with t^os«j of the other
y i

outfits and i t would take days to separate tinea a

handled from 1500 to 2,000 toad of c

we would get noarly back to headquarters

ut

as

a tine.

outfit

we would finally \

got fht> cattle all sop. cow wtis brand0d of course,'.

and we knew each fellow's brfrnd. When we

strays cut out of our herd we would driv<=>

fir.

.i b ACk/in the

direction of their ranch far enough a way sfc tli«y would not

corae back to our herds and th°se feilov?s woula cpm

them. We got oar mail froa. J-toam*s b

\

Mr
i /

Do an knew All

the cattleman in the country and when any of thlem w r̂e at the

store he would send the mail on to th-* difrarest ranches. **ac

rancLman would pass tlv» m.dl on until i t fin illy r°:*chod i t s: It'
destinition, each letter having on i t s «nv?»l(ip« the brand of

V / * '•
the ranch where i t was going, i t wis si/xty iulileiB \to Uoan's"

I \
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Store. Our supplies came from Gainesville, xexas, a t f i r s t .

One time our wagon was gone for a month. We had a l i t t l e

flour l e f t , but va were gett ing uneasy for fear our supply

would be exhausted. ^

"iSmre was a spring near headquarters where we go# our

water, but when we were out in camp we got our wate^ out of

laljes.

We would- dig a hole three or four fr»et from the lake and

l e t the water from the lake seep into i t . xt seemed cooler

when we fixed i t t h i s way and 1 th ink the red w^ater fron the

ponds was cooler than c l e a r , wa te r .

ealttlemen brought the i r ca t t le in/here for the

free grass range and expected to be run ou^ any time, so
i . *

they did not (spend any money for lumber to build houses nor

corrals . l i

-Finally^ af ter the country began to s e t t l e up bind the

ranches changed hands, smaller cattlemen came in here with

small herds and fenced thei r ranches off. x helped put the

f i r s t 40 mile fence on the l ine from McQueen by n o l l i s and

nearly to the Tsxaa l i n e .

There were large.herds of antelope here but we paid no

attention to them, wild turkeys went in droves and could be



28G
GAtJLT, JOHN. INTRVIFW. 4258.

- 8 -

«een from any direct ion. «e hardly ever ki l led on«> but

would run them down with a, horse.

There were no buffalo fefi the country but buffalo" t r a i l s

were everywhere, fhey were so narrow that we could not

follow them, and the t r a i l by which they crossed the creeks

was too narrow for a horse to pass through. On* timo my

horse fe l l in a buffylo trsi. 1 on turkey Oreek and l was two *

hours getting him out,

Hunters had camped "about a l l ov^¥*~th«L^puntry

had lef t the stakes that they had had thei r tents fastened :to

and maybe a hide or two which they had stretched up to make

pens, i'here were bones scattered about the camps. Sheae men

would find a herd and k i l l as m^ny cat-tie as they could, then

akin the carcasses and hang the "^ides out to

When they got a wagon load they would t i e a pol* do-wn.

across the skins to hold them d<5vm and s t a r t out to Wichita

Fa l l s , ternon or somp other rai l road town to s e l l them.

Sometimes these men would dry some of th is meat. I t

cat be cut into narrow s t r ips and just pe^ied off the bone

like peeling an apple.
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We drovs our ca t t le to Canadian c i ty and Biggins to

market.

I worked for the T~Cross Ranch and two other outf i ts

for fifteen years un t i l they, went out of business in 1896.

We had no tunuseBJents of any kind. Sonetitans one of

the boys would s i t around and play a Jerench harp or we

would rope s teers or bust a broncho when w» hud any leisure

time*
' /

4

After the Supreme Court of the United s ta tes .annexed

Greer bounty to ^klahbma t e r r i to ry and the *ree Homes wi l l

was passed; x f i led on a charter section of land ten Diil«*s

wafit of Mangum near Meed. i. hauled the lumber fromQuanah,

'Xexas, to build my house. •»• erected a wind ciill i*nd farmed

« l i t t l e . 1 had accumulated a few head of ca t t le of my own#

1 remember the f i r s t t o l l bridge in the country wae a t

atraw Crossing on ifed River, ^pma me!f had hauled straw and

put i t on the quicksand and had made the road higher than

the surrounding country and the..main .channel of the r iver

not boggy, i t cost 25 cents a round t r i p to cross on this

straw bridge. /

Sba f i r s t bridge on South fork Kiyer was washed cut

that f i r s t summer. •
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I roiaember several stage stands after the" stage route

came through from Wichita r a i l s , une was at Ubana' Grossing.

A fellow ran a kind 6f restaurant. Anyway, he served meals

to travelers at the /Crossing and i remember h i s canned corn

was a spec ia l ty and was served at nearly every meal dnd the

bread was l ike sour dough.

•̂ hen there was a stand on fetation Ureek, near Jester ,

called Sand s t a t i o n .

We burned cottonwood, hackberry and mesquite roots .

Sfrere were two men k i l l e d over near Wild uat , across the

river from my place, i do not remember the date exac t ly . Una

man was named Wheeler and was buried on Sal t Fork Hiver; **is

people l ived soaewhere in *exas and after they heard of h i s

death they came and moved h i s body to i exae . X do not know

what the other man's name was or where he wus buried.

One of our T-Cross ranch men k i l l e d an outlaw and buried

him down on furk«y oreek near iAike. He put a rock wall around

his grave, uuess i t i s s t i l l there, l do not know whether

anybody ever knew what th i s outlaw's name was. 1 don't think

there was any name or date put on the grave.
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Ihere used to be a post o f f i ce a t white J l a t over
\

near Heed and •*• think there was on©; a t ©loomington. I am

not aura, and one at Aloke and one a t « r e e r . -there was a

l i t t l e store orer near Uould* theso stored and post o f f i c e s

are no longer in

-V-

L


