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INTERVIEW.

Johnson H. Hampton, F i e ld Worker
Indian-Pionewr History 8*149
June 1 0 , 1937

Interview with Winnie Benjamin
Snow, Oklahoma.

X was born m a r Mount Sion in Towson County,

Choc taw Nation, some time in Kay i n 1872.

My f a t h e r ' s nane was Gilbert Cooper* I don't

remember ay mother*a name. My father and mother

did not come from Miss i s s ipp i ; they were bom and

brought up near Mount Slon where they l ived and

d ied . This Mount Sion I aa speaking of i s a church

house. There were no towns a t tha t time; i t was

out from anywhere and in the mountains. This church

house was b u i l t *&t l o g s hewn and ma^e square on two

s i d e s . I t was b u i l t & long time a g o ; i t was there

when I was o ld enough to remember anything. The

s e a t s were made out of s p l i t l o g s . The Indians had

t h e i r Meeting t h e r e , They s t i l l c a l l i t Mount S ion ,

but the church House has been b u i l t out of lumber

i n recent years .

I don't know whether my father or my grandfather

was i n the C i v i l War or no t , I never did hear them say

anything of i t . Of course , there was l o t s o f t a l k

about the war, but ray father never did say whether ha

was i n i t or not*
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Where we lived was a mountainous country. There

were no stores near us, so mytpath*)r had to go to Texas

for our groceries* I don't know where he went; he

might have gone to Clarksville, Texas. There were no

stores in that part of the country where we 1Lved,,and

no post office. Several years after, they established

a post office near us and named i t Ida, Oklahoma.

There was a l i t t l e country store put up with the post

office where we got our groceries. Before that tine

we had a hard time getttng any groceries such as flour,

coffee,| and sugar % 7>e had corn meal to eat for we

raised enough corn for our bread, but we did not have

any flour to ea t , but very l i t t l e . Mother made i;he

meal out of corn we raised b., putting i t in a bowl in

a block of wood made for that purpose which some called

a mor.tear,she then would beat this corn until, i t was <

made into meal..
&

There was lots of wild game in the country so a l l

we' had to do was to go out Into the woo ŝ and k i l l

what meat we needed. There were lots of deer, turkeys,

fi&h, and squirrels.
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ltother had a spinning wheel and a weaver* we

raised a l i t t l e cotton to be used in making doth* •

We had to pick the seed out with our hands; then

mother would card tills cotton and put i t in rows,

. then she would put i t in the spinning wheel* then she

made a big ball of thread, then she would put the

thread some way in the weaver. I t took her some time

to make the cloth* Then she would go out and get

some kind of weeds, roots, and bark of trees and use

i t to dye the cloth* I don't know just what she used,

but she would make some black, some blue, and some

yellow. Then she would make sh i r t s , breeches, and

dresses which she sold to other Indians. She would

also make socks and cotton mittens which she sold*

There was lots of work to make the slothes she ma.de*

X never saw an Indian ball gams* They had them,

but my father was a Christian man so he' would not'go

to the games and would not le t us go to see the game

but I heard that they had the games in several counties

around*

I never attended school so I am not able to speak

nor write in the English language, neither can write
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hardly at all, but oan read a little in Oboe taw

I n a fullblood Chootaw. X haTi lived aiiong tha

Indiana a l l of my Ufa* 1 lived mostly in ta» mountain«,

and I gnaos I wi l l l ira thera unti l I die* I hare, been

told that X belong to the Double Late €lan«

Atukla aim beka tok oke*. X don't know what i t paaoa

but that «aa the clan I belong to*

I
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