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Interview with yinnie Benjamin

Snow, Oklahona.

I was dorn mar Mount Sion in Towson County,
_Choc taw NatloQ,soma time in Kay in 1872.

My father's name was Gilbert Cooper. I don't
remember my mother's names. My father and mother
did not come from Mississippi; they were born and
brought up near Mount Sion where they lived and
died. This Mount Sion I am speeking of is a church
house. . There Were mo towns at that time; it was
out from anywhere and in the mcuntains. This church
house was built ~2f logs bewn amd made square on two
sides. It was built a lorng time ago;it was there
-hgn I was 0ld enough to remember anything. The
seats were made out of split logs. The Indians had‘
their moeting there. They still call 1t dount Siom,
but the church liouss has been uilt out of lumber
in recent years.

I don't know whether my father or d& grandfathﬁfr
was in the Civil War or not, I never did hear them say
anything of it. Of course, there was lots of talk
abous the war, but my father never did say whether he

was in it or hot,
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¥here we lived waa a mountainous country. There
were no stores near us, 8o myt"athexf had to go to Texas
for our groceries. I don't know where he went; he
might have gor'xe to ciarksvill‘e, Texas. There were no
" stores in that part of the cognti'y where we lived,.and
no post office, Several years after, they established
a post office near us and nemed it Ida, Oklahons.
There was a little country store put up with the post
office where we 7ot our groceries, Before that time
we had a hard time gett;ng any groceries suech as flour,
- coffee  and sugars %o had corn meal to eat for we
" raised enough corn for our bread, but .we did not have
any flour to eat, but very little. Wother made the
meal out of corn we raised b, putting it in a bHowl in
a block of wood made for that purpose wﬁich some called
a poitar,she then would beat this corm until it wes |
. ‘made into meal. '
There wes loté of vild game in\the counfry 50 all‘9
we had to do was to go out into the woc;r‘.s and kill

what meat we needed. There werelots of deer, turkeys,

ﬁsﬁ, and squirrels.
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Mother had a spinning wheel anéd a weaver. Ve
raised a 1little cotton to be used in making clothe .
We had to pick the seed out with our mﬁas; then
mother would card this cotton and put it in rows,
then she would put it in the spinning wheel, then she
made a big ball of thread, theg she would put the
;hread some way in the waaver. It %took her sane tims
to make the cloth. Then she would go out and get |
sone kind of weeds, roots, and bark of trees and {183
it .to dye the cloth. I don't Know Just wﬁat she used,
but she would make some black, some blue, and scme |
yeliow. 'Ihe}l she would make shirts, breeches, and
dresses which she sold to other I,dlans. She would‘
also make socks and cotton mitiens wﬁich che sold.
There was lois of work to maks the alothes she mde. )

I never.saw an Iédian ball game. They had them,

but my father was a Christian man so he would not’ go

’ \

to the gemes and would not let us go to see the game
but I heard that they had the gsmes in several counties
az;ound.

I never attended school so I am not at;le to speak

nor write in the English language, neither can write
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" hardly at all, but can read a little in Choctaw Lnngo,\#go.
Iena fullblood Chootaw. I have lived emong. the.
Indiems all of my life. X lived mostly in the mou!itatn'q,
and I guess I will live there until I die. I na'v_e', been
told that I belong .to the D;:nblo Lake Clan, Hiyape
' Atukla mia beka tok oke. I ﬁon't know whut 1t means

but that was the clan I belong to.
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