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Jasper H. ifead,
Investigator.
Decertoer 81, 1937.
Interview with Mrs. Nora Martin.
Chiokaaha, Oklahoma.
Born February 2, 1875.
Father-Morris Clawson.
Mother-&tary Little
My name is Mrs. Nora Martin, I was born in the
state of Arkansas, February 2, 1875 aiity-two years
ago. I cams to the Indian Territory when I was
twenty-five years of age, thirty-seven years ago and
the first place I landed was at Kingston, This plaoe
was very small thirty-seven years ago; it only had
four or fire stores, a blacksmith shop, a school
house, a few scattering dwelling houses and a depot.
They had dirt streets and a plank sidewalk; this
sidewalk was about three feet wide except where it
passed in front of one of the stores; this sidewalk
ran all the way down to the depot and in some places
it was on legs that stood three feet high. The depot
was a small,one room frame building.. .
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- 2 The school house was also a one room frame
building about 20x35, It had three window* two on
one side and one on the other; there were two doors
In it; one was in the end and the other one was on
the side where the one window was, in the opposite
end was a fire-place built out of stone; we generally
had a eix months term of school and once in a while
a preacher would pass through and we would have
cbursh in tLis building. I was back in Kingston
four or f*ive years ago and it had not grown a bit.
The main water supply came from dug wells and
you hafl to go a hundred and ninety feet to strike
water and then it was so hard and tasted so bad you
could hardly use it,
Th#r« was what they called open range and there
were big ranches and lots of cattle around Kingston;
there was one place there which they called the big
pasture; you oould start across it in a wagon and
the cattle would make you think they were going to
tear your wagon up.
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- 3 The kind of officers we had in those days were
United States Marshals, and they were after real
out-lavs from other states; they did not arrest
people for every little thing like they do these days
but if they did. arrest you for something you were
taken to Fort Smith, Arkansas or to Paris, Texas to
be tried.
I have lived in Chickasha for twenty years.

