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In te rv iew wi th George Johnson
Sfangtxm, Oklahoma

George Johcaoc, pioneer druggist, f i rs t began fi l l ing

prescription* in old Oreer county in 1892. Hia first drug

stock was located on the south side of the square in 1893

and was combined with stocks of dry goods n.,d groceries.

Mr* Johnson has been associated with Lee Hawkins in

his prestflt location on the west aide of the square since

1899* Keeping a atore, however, WSB not his f i r s t occupation

after coming to this section from lezas In 1892.

His f i r s t employment was teaching school at the mouth

of Spring Creek on the 3alt Fork river. Leaving the teach-

ing profession, he set up as a partner with J, C. Gilliland

and J,,C« Claunch, operating a geieral merchandise concern.

In those days, Mangum merchants comanded an imnense

trade territory, s inoe there were no railroads nor telephones

in the country , s tooks for the atore wore hauled by wagons

from Vernon and Quianah wh oh were Important railway terminals

In those days.
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Mail was sometimes delayed fo r weeks following heavy

Spring rains when r i v e r s and creeks would be over t h e i r

banks. Dr. G. P. Cherry was prac t ic ing at f/angum then,

and owned a ranch a t Rayateak.

The f i r s t barbed wire fence ever erected in old Greer

county caused much excitement. Ranchmen fashioned d r i f t -

wood fences , when t h e occasion demanded, although' the open

rajage prevai led . ^

Cotton farming ares almost unknown, s ince few of the

newcomers were f ami l i a r Mth. the ctfop. Lee Hawkins with

whom J/.r» Johnson b* • boen assoc ia ted in business for

t h i r t y four years / came here in 1898 from »weet Springs,

Missouri*

Mr» Johnson r e c a l l s t ha t the f i r s t soda fountain in

Macgum was ins t a led by e bakery and confectionery here

in 1900* Toft drinks p r i o r to tha t time were not popular

among the cowboys and stockmen*

The thing t h a t has most impressed r r . Johnsoi about

the short grass country i s i t s e ccen t r i c weather • He
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recalls that beginning kp*Ll 6 , 1893, a dust atorm tier?

for aeventy>-tTO eoasecutive hours* Drifts of sand and

gravel were to be, found ankle deep around a l l the bui ld ings .

On February 12th, 1894, the thermometer sank to
y

twenty degrees below zero* "tockman sustained looses of

thousands of dollar* Cattle were dying as a resui . of frozen

feet.

Despite bad weather conditions arid other hardships

peculiar to a frontier coui.try, old Greer Cointy was really

a fine place tc l ive .

Ticks we*? the worst enemies of atock in *the early

days* Arkansas cattle were the one3 who ^ere mo~t infected.

A quarantine station was set up on the Red fiiver.

Mr* Johnson recalls selling 2,000 pounds of sulphur

to Frank Simpson, veteran county atockr.an. who uaed the

compound to disinfect atock during the tick season*

Mr. Johnson took part in the opening rons in both

the Chtyenne end Arapaho s tr ips , in 1B92. Mr. Johnson

and other citizens including T. P. Clay and Judge
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Beautregard, fin attorney, made the rxax into the Cheyenne

and Arapahoe a t r ip .

In September, 1893, HJr. Johnson made the Cherokee run

at Woodward. Each man vrns permitted to ^take a claim of

160 aorea or one town lot* Mr, Johnson later traded his

Cheyenne lot for a mule colt .

Traveling In the early days was laborious and slow.

Mr. Johnson recalls a t r ip he made to Orthrie to attend

a meeting of the state board of pharmacy* :ie went to

Quannah by stage coach where he r̂ ade connection x?itn a

Santa Fe train *hieh carried him to Guthrie, the convention

city.


