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Interview with George Jchnson ¢
Mangum, OkKlshome

IFTRTERE LIRSt PSS RIS ILLELNIISLIZE RS SEIRSER RS ERLE 2T

George Johraop, plioneer druggist, first began filling
presoriptions in old Gresyr county in 1892. !lis first drug
atook was located on the south side of the square in 1893
and was combined with stogks of dry goods aJd groceries.

Mr. Johnson hss bLeen assoolated with Lee ilawkins in
his present location on the weat side of the square aince
1899, Keeping a atore, however, wes not his first occupstion
after coming to this seciion from lexas in 1893,

His first employment was teaching school at the mouth
of Spring Creek on the Salt Fork river. Leaving the testh-
ing profession, he set up as a partmer with J. C. G{lliland
and J..C. Claunch, oprerating a ge:reral merchandise concern.

In t#yaa day%, Mangum merchants cormanded an irmense
trade territory, s {nce there were no raillroads nor telephones
in the country , s tocks for the store were hauled by wegons
from Vernon and gyanch wn ch were important rallway temminals

in those days.
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Mail was sometimes delayed fov weeks following heavy
Spring rains when rivers and orecks would be over their
banks. Dr. G. P. Cherry was practicing at Mengum then,
and owned a ranch ag Haysateak., ‘

The first barbed wire fence ever erected in 0id Greer
county csused much excitement. Ilianchmen fashioned drift-
wood fences, whan the occasion demanded, although-the oper
raage rrevailed. \

Cotton ferming wes almoat unknown, since few of the
neweomers were familimr with the crop. Lee Aawking with
whom ¥y, Johnson F~- been assoeiested in business for
thirty four years, ¢ame here in 1898 from 3weet Springs,
Misgouri.

Mr, Johnson recalls that the first soda fcuatain in
Mangum was insta led by = bekery and confectionery here
in 1900, ©Soft drinks prior %o that time were not popular
among ’th'e cowboys and stockmen,

The thing that has most impressed ''r. Johnso: about

the short grass country is its ecoentric westher . ie
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recslls that beginning Apml € ; 1893, a dust storm tlew
for seventy~tw sonsecutive hours. ULrifts of send and
nga:el were to be found ankle deep around all the bulldings,

On February l2th, 1894, the thermometer sank
twenty degrees be],owxz/ero. “tocknan sustained lases of
thousands of dollar. Cattle were dying as a reswi. of frozen
feet,

Despite bad weather conditiors and other hardships
peculiar to a frontier curtry, old Greer Cmnty wess resally
z; fine place tc live,

Ti:oks wexe the worst enapies of stock in 4the early
days. Arkanses cattle were the ongs who were ggozt. infected.

_& quarantine station was set up on the Re& hiver. .

Nr. Johnson recalls selling 2,000 pounds of sulphur

to Frank Simpszn. veteran county stockran, who used the

compound to disinfect stock during the tick season.

Mr. Johnson took part in the opening runs in bvoth
the Ckpyenne and Arapsho strips, 4in 1892. Mr. Johmson

and other eitizena including T. P. Clay smd Judge

e e
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Besuregard, gn attorney, made the run into tbe Cheyenne
and Arapshoe strip.

In September, 1893, Hr, Johnson made the Cheroxes run
at Woodward. Zach man was permitted to atake s claim of
160 acres or ome toan lot. Xr. Johnson later traded his
Cheyenne lot for a mule colt.

Traveling in the eerly days was laborious and slow.

Mr., Johngon recells a trip he made to G:thrie to attend
;meeting of the state board of pharmacy. :e went to

Quannsh by stage coach where he made cornection with a

Santa Fe train which carried him to Guthrie, the convention
3

eity.



